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Moulton’s Strawberry Fest returns this weekend
Good
morning!
Margaret Williams

a subscriber to
The Moulton Advertiser.

If you live in Lawrence
County, you can also
have the newspaper
delivered every Thursday
for just $25.00 per year.
Call 256-974-1114.
We would love to have
you as a subscriber.

COVID-19
Overview
COVID-19 statistics
reported by the Alabama
Department of Public
Health as of press-time
Wednesday:
Alabama
deaths:
8,556*
Alabama
cases:
526,707
Lawrence cases: 2,988
Morgan cases: 14,204
Limestone
cases:
9,901
Madison
cases:
34,392
Lauderdale
cases:
9,350
Colbert cases: 6,273
Franklin cases: 4,226
Winston cases: 2,732
Cullman cases: 9,565
*ADPH listed 2,298
additional deaths in Alabama that have not
yet been confirmed to
have been caused by
COVID-19.
As of Wednesday, 97
COVID-19 deaths had
been reported for Lawrence County.
Also as of Wednesday,
ADPH reported 48,760
hospitalizations
statewide since March 13.
The above information
is updated in real time at
http://www.alabamapublichealth.gov/covid19/
index.html.

Good News...
Peace I leave with
you, my peace I give
unto you: not as the
world giveth, give
I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be
afraid.
John 14:27

By Chelsea Retherford
Staff Writer

The 6th Annual Strawberry & Antiques Festival
is happening in downtown
Moulton this weekend.
One of Lawrence County’s largest community
events will return this year
with a change or two due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Strawberry Festival, which is usually held
around the historic Lawrence County Courthouse
on the Moulton Square
is being relocated to the
Moulton Lion’s Club Fairgrounds this Friday and
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Moulton Police patrols show off new look

By Michael Wetzel
Teresa Woodruff / Moulton Advertiser

Moulton Police Department recently added two 2021 Dodge Chargers to its fleet. Between the new patrol
cars, standing from the left are Officer Shane Burkett, Capt. Russell Graham, Chief Craig Knight, Mayor Roger
Weatherwax, and Officer Adam Lentz.
By Chelsea Retherford
Staff Writer

Moulton Police Department is showing off
a new look with two new
patrol cars.
The two 2021 black,
police-packaged Dodge
Chargers replaced one
of the agency’s older vehicles and brought the
department’s fleet up to
eight total patrol vehicles,
according to Chief Craig
Knight.
“One of the first things
that I wanted to achieve as
the new Police Chief was
to try and acquire better
equipment for our department,” Knight said. “We
have needed new vehicles
for some time now and I
am very thankful that the

Mayor and the City Council has helped our department with this matter.”
In a February Council
meeting, council members approved the vehicle
and equipment purchase
for $72,115. According to
the council, the city’s police department was allotted $35,000 for the fiscal
2020 budget, and $40,000
in the current budget.
Knight said the two
police Chargers saved the
city about $6,000 each
compared to the cost of
new Ford Explorers similar to six patrol SUVs
currently in use by the department.
“The two new cars
will help us tremendously, however, we are still
working towards obtain-

ing more vehicles as soon
as possible. Our patrol
cars are on the road all
the time and are used very
hard, at times,” he said. “I
also felt that cars, rather
than SUVs, would serve
us better for City use.
A new vehicle policy
designed to improve everyday wear and tear on
the vehicles and assist the
city in recruiting officers
and maintaining its police
force was implemented
on March 1. The policy
allows officers who live
inside Lawrence County
jurisdiction to take patrol
cars home.
In a February meeting,
Knight told the Moulton
Council that the takehome policy would save
thousands on the wear

and maintenance of the
vehicle. “This policy will
show more accountability from officers. It gives
them more incentive to
take greater care of the vehicle when it is their own;
they are the only driver,”
he said.
The new Chargers
should last the department five to six years, but
Knight hopes to see the
patrol cars used longer
before they have to be replaced.
Knight, who was sworn
in as the city’s new police
chief on Feb. 1 following
the retirement of former
Chief Lyndon McWhorter, said safety was a top
priority for him when he
Please see POLICE, A2

Special to The Advertiser

A Lawrence County
man who was 14 in 2003
when he beat, burned and
killed a man was sentenced
for the second time to life
without parole Tuesday
in a high-profile case that
caused the U.S. Supreme
Court to change how juveniles are sentenced.
At a virtual re-sentencing hearing, Judge Mark
Craig said Evan Miller,
now 32, will spend the rest
of his life in prison.
Miller, when he was 16,
was convicted of capital
murder in the July 16, 2003,
death of Cole Cannon, 52,
of the Five Points community in Lawrence County.
Miller was sentenced to
life in prison without the
possibility of parole, which
at the time was the only
option in Alabama for a juvenile convicted of capital
Please see MILLER, A8

Guzmans still grieve 10 years later
By Michael Wetzel
Special to The Advertiser

outbreak, says in the aftermath he lost his fluency in
Spanish, became a “little
comedian” as a self-defense mechanism and developed PTSD.
Noe Sr. says he still has
constant fears about the
safety of his other children.
Carolyn says the memories of the tragedy remain
fresh even though it occurred a decade ago Tuesday, and tears still flow.
“There’s not a day that
goes by we don’t talk about
Aurelia,” Carolyn said.
“Most of the time it seems

like it happened yesterday.
Things will never be normal without her. This week
has been particularly rough
with the anniversary coming up.”
Aurelia was among
three people killed in the
rural Chalybeate community by the tornado that
also claimed 11 other lives
in Lawrence County. Four
people died in Limestone
County. Three area residents living in Tuscaloosa
died when tornadoes leveled parts of the city.
Nationwide, 319 people

were killed that day when
199 tornadoes tore through
the South.
It was the deadliest day
of tornadoes in the United States since March 21,
1932, according to a study
conducted by Kevin Knupp
and the University of Alabama in Huntsville.
The Guzman home
along Lawrence County
214 took a direct hit from
the EF5 tornado that tore
clothes off family members’ bodies.
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Lawrence man
whose murder
case went to
Supreme Court
again gets life
without parole

Miller

Ten years after a tornado with the fury of 200
mph winds tore the foundation from the ground at the
Lawrence County home of
Noe and Carolyn Guzman
and killed their 12-year-old
daughter Aurelia, the pain
remains for surviving family members.
Noe Guzman Jr., who
was nine when his sister
was among 234 people
killed in Alabama by the
April 27, 2011, tornado
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Saturday.
The two-day event
will feature lots of family-friendly activities, local
vendors and live entertainment, according to organizers.
Strawberry Festival Director Stanley Johnson said
the event is expanding to
encourage more participation from antique vendors this year. The festival,
which was organized to
promote local businesses
and downtown Moulton,
draws thousands of visitors each year from across
North Alabama.
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