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Elderwood dealing with
‘recurrence of COVID-19’
By PAT McDONALD
Managing Editor

WAVERLY — During the
height of the COVID-19
pandemic, Elderwood at
Waverly was hit hard by
the virus with more than 70
confirmed cases and 22 deaths
by mid-July 2020.
The skilled nursing facility
was able to announce it was
COVID free as of July 26, 2020
and celebrated the recovery of

49 individuals.
Unfortunately, in recent
weeks “Elderwood at Waverly
has experienced a recurrence
of COVID-19,” according
to Chuck Hayes, who is the
vice president of marketing
and communications for
Elderwood.
According to a press release
from Hayes, a total of 16
residents and nine staff have
been diagnosed with COVID-19
since November 12.

Van Etten holds
public hearing
on cannabis law

“Most cases are mild, and
many are asymptomatic. Staff
who have tested positive
have quarantined at home.
Three residents are currently
hospitalized,” Hayes said in
the statement. “All families
of residents have been made
aware of the confirmed cases
as they were discovered, and
those families with a loved one
who has a positive diagnosis
have been given details of their
loved ones’ condition.”

Hayes pointed out in the press
release that both Tioga and
Bradford Counties are currently
experiencing high levels of
COVID-19 transmission
and vaccination rates in the
community are lagging at just
64% and 46%, respectively.
However, the vaccination rate
among Elderwood’s staff is
100% and 92% of residents at
the facility are fully vaccinated.
“Breakthrough cases of
COVID-19 are more common

among those who are at high
risk, including the elderly
and those with underlying
medical conditions. Vaccinated
individuals are significantly
less likely to experience
serious complications from a
COVID-19 infection,” Hayes
noted.
Pat McDonald can be reached at
(570) 888-9643 ext. 228 or editor@
morning-times.com. Follow
Managing Editor Pat McDonald on
Twitter @PatMcDonaldMT.

FCCB donates $2K for Sayre Christmas Parade

Chemical cart now on display
outside of town hall
By HANNAH ERB
Times Correspondent

VAN ETTEN — A public hearing regarding the New
York State Cannabis Law began October’s Van Etten
Town Board meeting. Public turnout for the hearing
and board meeting filled the town hall past capacity.
Several town residents voiced their stances on the
New York Cannabis Law. Many residents advised
the board to be cautious about accepting the law. One
resident encouraged the board to have proponents of
the cannabis law make a case for why it should be
accepted before the town considers permitting the sale
and on-site consumption of cannabis.
Encouraging the board to make an informed decision,
the resident also wanted to know the health effects of
cannabis on different age groups. Another resident
recommended opting out of the law first and seeing
how other municipalities handle the change.
One supporter of allowing cannabis dispensaries
encouraged the board to opt in so that cannabis could
be obtained legally instead of through drug deals
which have troubled the town. This resident compared
cannabis to alcohol and expressed the desire to see
cannabis use regulated similarly to alcohol use.
After the close of the public hearing, the board
See Van Etten, page A2

Commonwealth
Court hears arguments
in commissioner’s ‘no
excuse’ mail-in lawsuit
By PHILIP O’DELL
Staff Writer

HARRISBURG — The
Commonwealth Court of
Pennsylvania heard arguments
from both parties in a Bradford
C o u n t y c o m m i s s i o n e r ’s
lawsuit that challenges the
constitutionality of “no excuse”
mail-in voting last Wednesday.
MCLINKO
Bradford
County
Commissioner Doug McLinko filed a lawsuit
alleging that the 2019 “no excuse” mail-in voting is
See Lawsuit, page A3
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First Citizens Community Bank representatives Cathy Pientka and David Dekay present a $2,000 check to Sayre Borough
Manager Dave Jarrett for the Sayre Christmas Parade. The parade is set for Friday at 6:30 p.m.

SWVFD preparing for food
and toy drive, Christmas walk
By ERIK BERGGREN
Staff Writer

SOUTH WAVERLY — The
South Waverly Volunteer Fire
Department is gearing up for the
6th Annual Joe Willer Memorial
Food and Toy Drive for Kids, with
collection taking place Saturday,
Nov. 27 from 1 p.m. until done
under the borough pavilion.
“I’ll probably be here until 9 or
10 o’clock,” said Second Assistant
Fire Chief Rich McConnell,
indicating that people will be able
to stop by with donations any time
that afternoon and evening.
Anyone unable to make it to the
collection event on Saturday can
call the station to set up a time to
drop items off during the week.
All donated items stay local to the
Valley, with food items being given
to the Valley Food Pantry and toys
being given to the Salvation Army.
“We keep it local,” said
McConnell. “I know Toys for Tots
are the big thing, but I’d rather stay
local with it.”
According to McConnell the
drive brought in a record number
of food and toy items last year,
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South Waverly Volunteer Fire Department’s Rich McConnell alongside two of his
granddaughters, Carre and Onna.

despite taking place in the middle
of the pandemic.
“The toys I know we had well
over 150 or so,” said McConnell,
“and the food, probably 100 or so.”
McConnell said he’s hopeful for

an even greater turnout and number
of donations this year.
The fire department is also getting
things in order for their third annual
Christmas walk, which McConnell
See SWVFD, page A2
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