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ADVANTAGE PLUS

AUTO LOAN

CALL OR VISIT GUTHRIE CCU TO LEARN MORE.
877-493-6161  |  WWW.GUTHRIEFCU.ORG

Get behind the wheel with 
a payment you can afford!

Discover the Advantages
• Up to 40% lower payments than conventional auto loans
• New or Used Vehicles (up to 5 years old)
• No down payment required • Flexible terms
• Annual mileage options
• Vehicle titled in your name
• No early payoff penalty
• No high insurance premiums
• At the end of term, turn in the vehicle and walk away or refi nance 
and keep your vehicle
• Easily upgrade your vehicle every few years

By PHILIP O’DELL
Staff Writer

TOWANDA BOROUGH — 

An Athens man plead guilty 

in Bradford County Court for 

charges relating to an high-

speed chase that looped around 

the New York and Pennsylvania 

border that occurred on Feb. 6.

On Monday, 28-year-old 

Maxwell Harvey-Sampson 

plead guilty to one count of 

fleeing and eluding a police 
officer that was graded as a 
misdemeanor of the second 

degree.

The judge addressed Harvey-
Sampson’s mental health and 
made sure that he knew what 
he was doing before making 
his plea and he indicated that 
he knew, according to Bradford 
County Assistant District 
Attorney James Nasatka.

The charges stem from 
an incident in Owego when 
Harvey-Sampson almost hit 
a police car head-on near the 
intersection of Temple Street 
on North Avenue.

Owego police said that they 
pulled his car over, but he 
took off and was speeding 

up to 100 MPH, which led 
to a pursuit from police in 
Owego, Waverly, Sayre, the 
New York State Police and the 
Pennsylvania State Police.

He ran through over 20 stop 
signs and multiple solid red 
traffic lights during the pursuit 
and he nearly rammed into a 
car on West Lockhart Street in 
Sayre Borough, according to 
the police report.

The pursuit went through 
Athens Borough, Sayre 
Borough, Athens Township 
and down North Main Street 
through Athens Borough a 

second time at about 80 MPH 
in a 35 MPH zone, said police.

He proceeded to cross the 
border into New York and as 
he turned left onto a street in 
Waverly, he rammed into a 
police car and caused both 
vehicles to go into a snowbank.

Police said that he locked his 
car doors, refused to exit and 
was forcibly removed from the 
car and he continued to resist 
arrest, which led to him being 
tasered by an Owego police 
officer.

He appeared to be in an 
“altered state of mind” and 

due to being tasered and 

having an “altered level 

of consciousness” he was 

brought to the emergency 

room at Guthrie Robert 

Packer Hospital, according to 

authorities.

The next steps will be the 

probation department will 

contact Harvey-Sampson 

and prepare a pre-sentence 

investigation report and then 

he will appear fro sentencing 

at a later date, said Nasatka.

Reporter Samantha Latos 

contributed to this story.

Athens man pleads guilty to 
eluding police in high-speed chase

By RYAN SHARP
Associate Editor

Tioga Central High School 
announced a partnership with 
Catholic Charities that will 
provide special education 
students a chance to participate 
in a work-study program during 
the district’s board of education 
meeting last week.

Students will be able to work 
at a variety of places, including 
Diane’s Boutique and the 
Nichols Life Skills Cafe and 
Community Kitchen.

Some students will also 
serve as greeters at Catholic 
Charities, or work with TCSD’s 
maintenance crews.

“They learn a lot of life 
skills and work skills,” special 
education teacher Bill Stevens 
said. “The goal that we have is 
that students will prepare for 
competitive employment in the 
workforce in an environment 
that is safe and collaborative.”

The collaboration provides 
students with an opportunity 
they might not otherwise 
receive.

“It’s all stuff that can go 
toward real life that we cannot 
do in school,” Stevens said.

Students will work for two 
hours a day, two days per 
week and will “obtain work-
based individualized coaching, 
instruction and feedback.”

The program got underway on 
Nov. 16, and will run through 
the end of the school year.

A presentation on agricultural 
education was also given during 
last week’s meeting.

Elementary students are now 
learning about agriculture as 
a part of regular instruction, 
with the agriculture department 
seeing students in kindergarten 
through fourth grade twice 
every six-day cycle.

The expanded agriculture 

education makes Tioga unique, 
as it is the only program in 
New York with an ag program 
for kindergarten through 12th 
grade.

“It’s an opportunity to build 
the future of our program and 
the future of FFA,” said Alexis 
Davis, Tioga’s agriculture 
instructor and FFA advisor. 
“They’re understanding what 
agriculture is and some basic 
life skills. They’re very excited 
to participate in FFA in the 
future.”

Currently, 146 students are 
enrolled in an agriculture class 
at the middle and high school 
levels.

Elementary students are 
currently raising baby trout and 
learning about their life cycle.

The eggs arrived on Oct. 4 
and have since hatched. The 
trout will be released in Pike’s 
Creek in the spring.

Davis plans to submit a 
proposal to present the model 
at the national Ag in the 
Classroom Conference in June.

I n  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s , 
Superintendent Josh Roe said 
that Friday, Dec. 3 will be a 
remote learning day should the 
Tioga football team make it to 
the state championship, citing 
its importance to the school 
community.

If the team does not make the 
title game, it will be a regular 
school day.

The Tigers play in the 
NYSPHSAA Class D semifinal 
on Friday afternoon against 
Oakfied-Alabama/Elba.

Tickets must be purchased 
online at https://gofan.co/app/

school/NYSPHSAA. No tickets 
will be sold at the gate.

Ryan Sharp can be reached at 
rsharp@morning-times.com or 
(570) 888-9643 ext. 229. Follow @
RealRyanSharp on Twitter.

Tioga High School 
partners with 

Catholic Charities

By BENJAMIN KLEIN
Times Correspondent

As people across the country are getting ready 
to host their first Thanksgiving dinner after the 
COVID pandemic kept so many people home, 
local fire departments are also gearing up for one 
of the busiest days of the year.

From 2017-2019 there was an average of 2,300 
residential building fires on Thanksgiving Day 
that cost not only millions of dollars in damage 
but lives as well.

“Make sure that you give yourself enough time 
to prepare it so you can cook everything at the 
appropriate temperatures. Don’t leave cooking 
food unattended, keep an eye on it,” said Chief 
Robert Repasky of the Sayre Fire Department.

With so many people in the kitchen on 
Thanksgiving it is no surprise that more cooking 
fires are reported on the annual holiday than any 
other day of the year. Along with more people 
cooking on Thanksgiving, Repasky said that 
many of them are also new cooks who rarely if 
ever cook anything else the rest of the year.

“You get more people cooking for the first time 
so sometimes that runs into issues … You need 
to pay attention. Don’t leave stuff on the stove 

unattended. There is a lot of stuff that goes along 
with the turkey, be patient and cook it right. 
Follow the directions, especially when it comes 
to the temperatures,” Repasky said.

According to the statistics compiled by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, 
cooking fires represent roughly 51 percent of all 
residential building fires — on Thanksgiving that 
number jumps to 74 percent.

Locally, however, Repasky said that things in 
recent years have not gotten too out of control.

“People have actually been pretty good the last 
couple years … I do hope (the good luck) keeps 
going, we want to enjoy our Thanksgiving dinner 
as well,” Repasky said of his fellow firefighters.

As a result of the surplus of fires on 
Thanksgiving, FEMA estimated that between 
2017-2019 there was $26 million in property 
loss, 25 injuries and five deaths per year. The 
most dangerous time of the day runs from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., which corresponds to when 
many people are cooking.

While stovetop cooking was attributed with 
starting the preponderance of cooking fires on 
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Sayre Fire Chief: Stay 
vigilant while cooking 
during Thanksgiving

Benjamin Klein/Morning Times
If you plan on cooking any of these foods for Thanksgiving, here are some tips to stay safe.

See Thanksgiving, page A2
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