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City adopts budget, tax rate increase
John Key
news@moorenews.com

The Dumas City Commissioners voted 4-1 Tuesday,
September 28 in a special session to approve the budget for
fiscal year 2021-2022 and to
increase the property tax rate
from .357362 per $100 valuation last year to .4864, slightly below the .487684 voter
approval rate, the highest rate
by law the commissioners
could have levied without
triggering an election. The
only dissenting vote was cast
by Commissioner Justin
Willis. He voted no on both

the budget and tax rate. Before the vote, the commissioners held a required public
hearing on both the budget
and tax rate. No one from the
public showed up to speak on
either topic. This was the
second and final reading of
the measures; they will go into effect.
After the vote, Commissioner Ben Maples said the
increased tax rate would allow the city to fill several positions that have been empty
due to financial constraints,
and it would allow the city to
continue to provide the level
of services that the public had

grown accustomed to.
Of his no vote Willis said,
"The reason for voting no
was not that there was any
fluff in the budget. I believe
in the budget. The staff
worked hard. Our job as
commissioners is to take care
of our employees as well as
our citizens. I just believe a
tax rate of that magnitude of
an increase could have been
taken over a period of two to
three years versus one year."
According to Moore
County Tax Assessor-Collector Chris Rivera, property
valuations in the city increased by 6.5 percent over

the previous year. Had the
commissioners used last
year's tax rate, revenue would
still have increased by
$144,000. At the new rate
revenue
will
increase
$833,019.
Dumas
Mayor
Bob
Brinkmann said on August 24
when the tax increase was
first proposed that half the additional revenue would go towards servicing certificates of
obligation that the city approved earlier this year to pay
for a number of water and
sewer projects that Dumas
City Manager Arbie Taylor at
the time called "critical." The

entire city is dependent on a
single 30 inch water line.
Taylor wants to strengthen
the water infrastructure to
provide for emergency water
sources.
Among the additional expenses in the new budget are
a 3 percent pay increase for
city employees and $442,686
to continue renovations to the
restaurant and former club
house at the golf course.
According to Taylor, the
money will be enough to get
the building in a condition
that it could function again as
See City on 2

Sales good at Lions Club Arts and Crafts Festival
John Key
news@moorenews.com
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Despite the ongoing
COVID pandemic, shoppers
turned out this weekend to the
Moore County Community
Building for the annual Dumas Noon Lions Club Arts
and Crafts Festival. According to many of the vendors,
they were in a buying mood.
Rhonda McDaniel and Lisa
Green of Dumas were on
their fourth year Saturday
selling hand-made quilts at
the festival. "It has been very
good this year," said McDaniel. "We are not disappointed."
The turnout this weekend
was good news for Lion
James Mahaffey, who was in
charge of the event for the Lions. The Arts and Crafts Festival is a major fundraiser for
the Lions. Though it is too
soon to know the exact tally,
Mahaffey said he expects that
the Lions will receive around
$3000 to help support the
club's charitable activities.
The Lions contribute money
annually to more than 50
causes and non-profit organizations, such as Christmas
presents and meals for families in need and eyeglasses
for those who cannot otherwise afford them, among other things.
Mahaffey said there had
only been one or two vendors
cancel at the last minute this
year. Unlike last year when
several vendors backed out

John Key/News★Press

Above, left, vendors at the Arts and Crafts Festival had a wide variety of home-made decorative items to
offer. Above, right, Laura Bastillos of Laura's Kitchen in Sunray was selling home-made salsa at the Arts
and Crafts Festival.
over fear of COVID, the pandemic was much less of a factor this year. Few masks
were in evidence.
There were about 70 vendors offering a variety of arts
and crafts, foods, clothing,
decorative items and other
products. Many of the items
were hand made, though
there were manufactured
things on offer as well. In
2018, there were only about
50 vendors, so the festival has
grown considerably. Mahaffey said many vendors have
already signed up to return

next year.
Vendors came from all
over the Panhandle this year
to take part, with many having made multiple appearances over the years. Laura
Bastillos of Laura's Kitchen
in Sunray was on her third
year selling home-made salsa.
Mother and daughter Jackie
Otts of Dalhart and Jessica
Barkley of Amarillo were also on their third year. They
were selling home-made
pickles, jelly, and decorative
items. Otts said business had
been good, with one customer

who bought jelly in the morning on Saturday returning for
more that afternoon. Potter
Mary Gonzalez of Amarillo,
another third-timer, said customer traffic was good Saturday morning but declined
some by the afternoon. Still,
she did find customers for her
hand-made pottery. Neal and
Karen Lee of Pampa were
selling hand-decorated tumblers. Linda Watson of Dumas was selling acrylic paintings and storage boxes that
she had decorated with her
acrylic painting technique.
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Health care system still stressed even as delta surge lessens;
three more COVID deaths reported in Moore County
John Key
news@moorenews.com

@MCNewsPress

This was her first time offering art for sale at this or any
other festival. In fact, she
said she only took up painting
in the past year. She agreed
that crowds were heavier in
the morning and had come in
"spurts" afterwards, but she
said she had made sales, especially of the boxes. Another mother and daughter team
making a first appearance this
weekend was Daphlyn Andrew and Dar-Lyne Pena.
They were selling home

The summer surge of
COVID cases primarily due
to the delta variant seems to
be easing off somewhat
across the country, in Texas,
and in Moore County. According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the numbers of
cases, hospitalizations, and
deaths have declined from the
peak of the surge this summer. Texas as well has seen
numbers improve, and Moore
County has followed the
trend. On Monday, the number of active cases in the
county was down to 53, according to the Texas Department of State Health Services
(DSHS). In mid September,
active cases had reached
more than 150. (The number
of active cases is an estimate
based on the number of confirmed and probable cases.)
There have been 2,471 total

confirmed cases in Moore
County since the beginning of
the pandemic.
COVID has not gone
away, however. There were
four new confirmed cases in
Moore County reported on
Saturday and 18 new probable cases since Thursday.
The CDC also reports that
while hospitalizations of
adults in the nation has declined, hospitalizations of
children have continued to increase. Children under 12 are
still not eligible for vaccination.
COVID can still be lethal.

The DSHS reports three new
COVID deaths in the county,
the last one having taken
place on September 23. Because the DSHS waits until a
death certificate is issued to
report a death, there is a lag
time between when a death
occurs and when it is reported. The three new deaths
bring the total of Moore
County residents who have
died from COVID since the
beginning of the pandemic to
82. Moore than 700,000
Americans have died of
COVID, according to the
CDC.

Despite the improved picture, the health care system
continues to be under intense
strain after almost two years
of COVID, according to
health officials across the
country and in Moore County. "Stress and staffing issues
are affecting the whole industry," said Moore County Hospital District (MCHD) CEO
Jeff Turner. With the increased number of patients
and the severity of the illness
many are suffering, the health
care community is having to
practice medicine at a level of
intensity not often seen out-

side of war, and it is taking a
toll. "Caregivers are mentally, emotionally, and physically frazzled," said Turner. He
recently shared lunch with
some MCHD nurses in the
hospital staff lunch room and
said he was shocked by the
"visible signs of stress" they
were exhibiting.
One thing adding to the
stress of medical staff in
Moore County is the fact that
the increased number of patients, along with staff shortages in Amarillo, Lubbock,
and the rest of the Panhandle,
means that it is often no
longer possible to transfer to
larger hospitals patients requiring a higher level of care
than what is available in
Moore County. In some cases, patients have been transferred to Denver and beyond,
but often staff are having to
care for patients sicker than
what they would normally
See COVID on 2

