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bject: SUBDIVISION WATER RIGHTS NOTICE TO OWNERS

Dear Landowner:

You are receiving this notice because you own a lot in a subdivision that was built in phases,
and because the developer’s water use plan relies on an exception to the water right permitting
process (“exempt wells”) for water supply. This notice is being sent to each lot owner in the
subdivision to notify you of a recent court decision that may affect your water use, and

encourage cooperation to maximize the number of lots in the subdivision that will be eligible
for a water right under the permit exception.

Why This Letter Is Important

A Montana court recently issued a decision that changes how water can be used in subdivisions
like yours.

In a case called Upper Missouri Waterkeeper, et al v. Broadwater County and DNRC, Cause
Number BDV-2022-38, the First Judicial Court of Montana ruled that all phases of subdivisions
ust be treated as the same project, or a “combined appropriation,” when it comes to water
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For more information on water rights, including the permit exception, please visit
https://dnrc.mt.gov/Water-Resources/Water-Rights/ Understanding-Water-Rights/. To check if
you have a water right, you can use the DNRC Water Rights Query System:
https://gis.dnrc.mt.gov/apps/WRQS/. If you have questions about this letter or the public
meeting, please feel free to contact me at 406-444-0581 or nward@mt.gov.

Sincerely,




