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GOING THE DISTANCE

Silver’s traversing
of globe leads to
role as UM kicker

FRANK GOGOLA
406 MT Sports

Jo Silver is well acquainted
with long-distance travel.

That’s not just on the football
field, where the Montana kicker
hit a lifetime-best 50-yard field
goal on Sept. 5, tying him for the
second-longest make by a Griz-
zlies player this decade heading
into their first road game of the
season against Oregon State at
9 p.m. MT Saturday in Corval-
lis, Oregon.

His experience with covering
a lot of ground is quite literal
too. He has lived in six coun-
tries, spent time in three states
in the U.S. and moved 10 times
injust over 20 years of life, most
recently coming to Montana in
2024.

“I’ve gained so many different
perspectives on life and how to
view certain things just because
of moving, having to do all these
different situations again, learn-
ing to make new friends,” he said.
“So I would say moving around
has really made my life for the
better”

Silver was born in Indonesia,
moved to Malaysia and came to
the United States for the first
time when his family went to Vir-
ginia. Then it was back to Asiain
Hong Kong before moves to Af-
ricain Ethiopa and later Uganda.

He returned to Virginia for a
second time, went to a board-
ing school and spent his final
high school season in Ohio. He
remained in the Buckeye State
to play college football at Kent
State, which is in the FBS Mid-
American Conference.

After two years with the
Golden Flashes, he made the
move to Missoula to play for the
Grizzlies. Another move and
another chance to put to use the
skills he developed over the years
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Montana kicker Jo Silver (46) attempts an extra point during the Big Sky Conference football game against Utah Tech on Sept. 12 at Washington-
Grizzly Stadium in Missoula. Silver is in his third season with the Grizzlies after he played two seasons at Kent State.

of how to get to know new people
quickly.

“Even with transferring from
Kent State, being able to con-
nect with the guys here, you got
to rekindle those skills I made
while moving around so much,”
he said. “I feel like transferring
here, although the team is super
welcoming and everyone was su-
per cool, wanted to hang out, do
whatever it might have been, it
made it alot easier knowing how
to be a social person in order to
create these new friendships”

Silver walked on with the
Montana football team ahead of
spring camp in 2024 and earned
a spot on the team. He took on a
larger role toward the end of the
2025 season, got put on partial
scholarship this past offseason,
he said, and has taken over as the
kicker on extra points and field
goals this season.

He was a late arrival to foot-
ball. His introduction to the
sport came from a colleague of
his father, he said, when he was
in Uganda and knew he’d soon

be moving to Virginia to go to
boarding school as a high school
sophomore.

“I'was trying to figure out what
sport I wanted to play in the fall,”
he said. “I never played football.
Iwas always a big basketball kid,
and soccer. He ended up training
me for two months trying to fig-
ure out what I might want to play,
what position. The final day, he
had me try kicking. It worked out
pretty well?”

The experimentation with
football gave him some basics for

his move to Virginia. He couldn’t
promise he would be that good of
a kicker when his coaches asked
if anyone knew how to kick at
their first team meeting.

He drilled a 45-yard field
goal that first day, he recalled,
and things began to take off.
However, he was deprived of a
junior season in 2020 because
the state of Virginia didn’t play
football that fall because of the
pandemic.

Please see SILVER, Page 6
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BEN ALLAN SMITH, MISSOULIAN

Montana defensive lineman Tyler King (90) lines up for a play during the Big Sky Conference football game against Utah Tech on Sept. 12 at Washington-Grizzly Stadium in Missoula. King
transferred to UM from Central Washington this past offseason.

KING CASHING IN AT D-I LEVEL

D-lineman
thriving
after transfer
from Central
Washington

CARSON CASHION
406 MT Sports

It’s rare for a Montana Griz-
zly to get their first taste of
Washington-Grizzly Stadium
coming from the north end zone
tunnel.

That was the case for se-
nior defensive lineman Tyler
King though. The 6-foot-5,
252-pound product of Happy

Valley, Oregon, started his ca-
reer at Central Washington.
He visited Missoula in 2025 as
amember of the Wildcats foot -
ball team, falling in Montana’s
season opener last yearin a 42-
17 loss.

In that game, King recorded
two tackles. In his first three
games with the Grizzlies after
finishing his Wildcat career as

a second-team NCAA Division
IT All-American, he’s enjoyed
much more production.

After recording seven total
tackles in UM’s season-opening
win over Southern Utah, tied
for the second most among Griz
defensemen, King got to Drake’s
backfield for a pair of sacks. The
plays created a total loss of 10
yards for the Bulldogs, forcing a

fumble on one of the two, lead -
ing to a Griz touchdown.

King logged four more to-
tal tackles against Utah Tech,
bringing his season total to 13.
The number is the sixth high-
est among all Grizzlies, while
King’s pair of sacks lead Mon-
tana as well.

Please see KING, Page 7
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HOW WE SEE THE BIG SKY

MISSOULIAN

BILL SPELTZ
406 MT Sports
After fighting so hard only to fall short in
their upset bid against 13th-ranked Texas
Tech last Saturday, you better believe the
Oregon State Beavers are going to be ready
when Montana rolls into
¥ town this weekend.

I felt sorry for the Beavers
after a questionable flag late
in the game derailed their
bid for a potential go-ahead

3 TD against the Red Raiders.
FRANK OSU trailed by four at the
GOGOLA time and ended up settling

for a moral victory in a 35-
29-2

24 setback.

You could say Oregon
State has become one of
the forgotten ones when it
comes to big-time college
football. But the program
is making strides to change
that under capable first-
year head coach JaMarcus
Shephard, who spent the
past two seasons as a high-
level assistant coach at Ala-
bama.

The Beavers have been
dealt a tough hand in recent
years and it goes beyond los-
ing records.

Imagine being a member
of the fabled original Pac-12
and then, poof, the league
is gone. While traditional
regional rivals Oregon and
Washington bolted for the
most prestigious league in
the country, the Big Ten, the
Beavers were left to pick up
the pieces alongside others
like Washington State.

Just think of it: Oregon
State doesn’t even play
heated archrival Oregon
this season (it used to be
called the Civil War but was
changed for political cor-
CASHION  rectness in 2020). Those
two teams are separated by
27_ 4 47 miles but they’re worlds

apart when it comes to re-

spect (although the Ducks

were humbled last Saturday at previously
hapless Oklahoma State).

The good news is the Beavers and Ducks
have inked a four-year agreement and will
start playing one another againin 2028. But
can you imagine going for two years with-

VICTOR
FLORES

27-4

CARSON

out the Brawl of the Wild? How unfortunate
for the state of Oregon.

For therecord, Oregon State is part of the
Pac-12 again. It's the rebuilt Pac-12, formed
ahead of the 2026 season and devoid of big-
timers like the aforementiond Ducks and
Huskies along with USC, Utah, UCLA ...
you get the picture.

Replacing those big-timers in the new
Pac-12 are teams like Boise State, Colo-
rado State, Fresno State and even Texas
State. Boise State is arguably the marquee
program in the rebuilt Pac-12, making the
league feel a little like the old Mountain
West.

Oh well. The Beavers are still a proud
football program that drew 30,539 fans for
their home opener against Texas Tech. It
will be interesting to see if they top that
number this Saturday because you know
there’s going to be a lot of maroon in the
crowd.

Here’s a look at this weekend’s games
(all are Saturday except Portland State-
Oregon, which is Friday night):

No. 3 Montana (1-0,3-0) at FBS Ore-
gon State (0-2), 9 p.m. TV: USA Sports.
Oregon State freshman wide receiver Jesse
Legreeisthe real deal and he’s going to keep
Montana’s defensive coaches up at night
this week worrying how they’ll stop him.
His 37-yard TD reception in the third quar-
ter against Texas Tech tied the score at 21-21
and his team proceeded to take the lead on
a field goal early in the fourth quarter. The
Beavers still had the lead with seven min-
utes left. Montana is going to put up some
points in Corvallis but the big question is
whether or not the Grizzly defense will rise
to the challenge. It’s important for Mon-
tana to get off to a good start, especially
since the team has not dealt with disrup-
tive crowd noise this season, starting with
three games at home. In the end, the Griz-
zlies will come up a bit short. Bill Speltz:
Beavers 38, Grizzlies 34. Frank Gogola:
Beavs 34, Griz 27. Victor Flores: Beavers
31, Griz 20. Carson Cashion: Oregon State
38, Montana 24.

Central Connecticut State (0-2) at
No. 1 Montana State (1-0, 3-0), 1 p.m.
TV: Scripps Sports/ESPN+. Could the
Bobcats win the FBS Mountain West Con-
ference? It’s fun to think about after they
won at Nevada on Saturday night and won
at New Mexico in 2024. Right now North
Dakota State and UNLV lead the Mountain
West at 1-0, with the Bison racing toa3-0
start overall. Seems like Montana State
would be a good fit in that conference.
Anyway, getting back to reality, it’s hard to

say whether Central Connecticut State can
even be competitive in Bozeman Saturday.
The team dropped its first two games, losing
50-20 at South Dakota in late August before
being humbled at FBS Toledo last Saturday,
63-10. My guess is that Saturday is going
to be a cakewalk for the Cats. Speltz: Cats
60, Blue Devils 10. Gogola: Cats 56, Blue
Devils 10. Flores: Cats 63, Blue Devils 14.
Cashion: Montana State 49, Central Con-
necticut State 7.

Abilene Christian (0-3) at Idaho (0-
1, 0-3), 2 p.m. TV: ESPN+. The Vandals
were very competitive against 14th-ranked
Lamar last Saturday in Moscow. Lamar fin-
ished with a very small edge in total yards,
303-296. Perhaps this weekend Idaho will
get over the hump against Abilene Chris-
tian, a well-respected program that was
in the rankings as recently as last week
(No. 23) before the Wildcats lost at home
to 12th-ranked Stephen F. Austin, 26-7.
Speltz: Vandals 28, Wildcats 24. Gogola:
Idaho 27, ACU 21. Flores: Idaho 24, ACU 17.
Cashion: Idaho 31, Abilene Christian 20.

Eastern Washington (0-1,1-2) at FBS
No. 24 Washington (2-0), 5:15 p.m.
TV: Big Ten Network. The Huskies are
ranked No. 24 in the AFCA Coaches Poll
after starting the season with close wins
over Washington State and Utah State.
They have lost key contributors at the skill
positions to injury but they’re still going
to win comfortably over the Eagles, who
were beaten handily at No. 10 South Da-
kota last week. Speltz: Huskies 34, Eags
13. Gogola: Huskies 42, Eags 20. Flores:
UW 31,EWU 14. Cashion: Washington 56,
Eastern Washington 6.

Southern Utah (0-1, 1-2) at St.
Thomas (2-1), 12:05 p.m. TV: ESPN+
The Thunderbirds have a good football
team and they’re going to prove it this
weekend in the Twin Cities. Actually they
already proved it in Missoula last month.
But SUU is going to have to outscore the
Tommies because its defense is not exactly
Fort Knox. Speltz: Thunderbirds 40, Tom-
mies 35. Gogola: T-Birds 35, St. Thomas 21.
Flores: SUU 38, St. Thomas 24. Cashion:
Southern Utah 24, St. Thomas 14.

San Diego (0-2) at Cal Poly (1-0,2-1),
6 p.m. TV: ESPN+. Arguably the biggest
surprise in the Big Sky this season, the
Mustangs will take care of the non-schol-
arship Toreros at home. But San Diego may
make it close. The Toreros’ record is alittle
misleading in that their losses have come
to top-25 teams UC Davis and Idaho State.
Speltz: Mustangs 31, Toreros 21. Gogola:
Cal Poly 42, USD 17. Flores: Cal Poly 45,

San Diego 14. Cashion: Cal Poly 31, San
Diego 20.

Northeastern State (3-0) at Northern
Colorado (0-1,0-3), 6 p.m.TV: ESPN+.
The NCAA Division IT Riverhawks will bring
a lot of momentum to Greeley and could
make things interesting. But the Bears are
starved for a victory and coming off a solid
defensive showing at Wyoming in a 21-13
loss. Speltz: Bears 28, Riverhawks 20. Go-
gola: UNC 31, NESU 13. Flores: UNC 35,
NESU 10. Cashion: Northern Colorado 38,
Northeastern State 21.

Northwestern State (0-3) at Weber
State (1-0,1-2), 6 p.m. TV: ESPN+, It’s
the first home game for the Wildcats, who
played well in their two FCS road games.
The Demons gave up 80 points at Louisiana
Tech. That’s a lot of points to be giving up
to an FBS team unless it’s a heavyweight.
Speltz: Wildcats 41, Demons 21. Gogola:
Weber 45, NW State 14. Flores: Weber
49, NWSU 17. Cashion: Weber State 56,
Northwestern State 17.

No. 20 Northern Arizona (1-0, 2-1)
at Utah Tech (0-1, 0-3), 6 p.m. TV:
ESPN+. The Trailblazers have been out-
scored 152-21 this season. Two of their
touchdowns came against the Griz, which
isalittle concerning if you’re a Griz fan. The
dome-dwelling Lumberjacks will roll in St.
George, even if it is 90 degrees. Speltz:
Lumberjacks 38, Trailblazers 14. Gogola:
NAU 42, Utah Tech 16. Flores: NAU 41,
Utah Tech 10. Cashion: Northern Arizona
35, Utah Tech 13.

Stetson (1-2) at No. 11 UC Davis (1-0,
2-1), 8 p.m. TV: ESPN+. The Aggies suf-
fered their first loss last weekend against
FBS 16th-ranked SMU in Dallas. They
will get back on track this week against a
Stetson team that surrendered 70 points
at South Dakota State in the Hatters’ sea-
son opener. Speltz: Aggies 70, Hatters 17.
Gogola: UC Davis 49, Stetson 10. Flores:
Davis 52, Stetson 14. Cashion: UC Davis
42, Stetson 10.

Portland State (0-1,0-3) at FBS No. 21
Oregon (1-1), Friday at 8:30 p.m. TV: Big
Ten Network. Oh my goodness, the Ducks
are going to be madder than a wet hen after
last Saturday’s humbling loss to FBS also-
ran Oklahoma State. Let’s just say being a
Viking is not going to be fun Friday night.
Speltz: Ducks 77, Vikings 10. Gogola:
Ducks 63, Viks 9. Flores: Oregon 56, PSU
7. Cashion: Oregon 64, Portland State 7.

Bill Speltz is Missoulian sports editor. Contact
him at bill.speltz@406mtsports.com or on
Twitter @billspeltz



MISSOULIAN GRIZZLY GAME DAY | MONTANA AT OREGON STATE THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2026 | 5

No. Name Yr. Pos. Ht. Wt. Hometown 23 Dane Kellner Fr. S 511 170 Honolulu, Hawaii 64 Matt Hilden . oL 6-6 304  Santa Rosa, Calif.
0 Monte Gillman Il RB 5-8 167  Dassel, Minn. 23 Dylan Paine Gr. RB 59 198 Tumwater, Wash. 65 Dylan Jemtegaard Gr. oL 64 296 Yelm, Wash.
0 Gabe Stroud In B 5411 185  Tyler, Texas 5451 JBustm Eklund 5th LB 6-2 235  Rocklin, Calif. 66 EzraMeyer . oL 65 292 Missoula, Mont.
2 Hunter Haines Jr. S 62 212 West Linn, Ore. rady Beaner so. S 6-0 191 Anacortes, Wash. .
2 Landon Ransom-Goelz Sr. WR 61 188  Trophy Club, Texas 26 Chase Cook so. RB 51 197 Red Lodge, Mont. 68 Torin Jeske . oL 66 295 Bozeman, Mont.
3 Brooks Davis I WR 6-0 180  Brentwood, Calif. 27 Noh;fasco Fr. (B 511 195 Lah;‘"z Hawaii 69 Trevor Steinbach I oL 65 300  Sammamish, Wash.
3 Jeilani Davis I B 60 201 Inglewood, Calif. 28 Hashim Jones 0. RB 60 200 Hartford, Conn. 70 Josiah West Fr. oL 66 317  Prosser, Wash.
N 29 Tanner Huff Gr. S 6-0 208  Butte, Mont.
2 Eil:meeggxeerrs j: gB Z-i 11893 Elugyt;\ﬁ:;?c\gm 30 Kade CUtlgr_ 5th s 60 207 Ph"“psbur& Mont. 71 Quinlan Hyatt So. oL 67 295  Spokane, Wash.
5 lan Finch 5th WR 63 210 Missoula, Mont. i; lT)anrtuar\‘jvv!llmms J5rth Il:g 66; ;;g grange,(\:;hf.h 72 Jack DAmbra Gr. oL 63 303 Wildomar, Calif.
- i eyton Wing - umner, Wash. 74 Owen Liechti Fr. oL 67 250  Ankeny,lowa
2 ?#gzﬂgsﬁl—ﬁ?fr JF: EB zi igg II;gIS‘tGVE\iI:J?‘iYh(,:'Ia'(!)f(aS 3 Taonranes so. LB o1 210 M!ssoula, Mont. 75 Dyllan Drummond . oL 6-4 315 Ty|er ‘|Yexa5
6 Legend Lyons % WR 62 185 Covina, Calif 34 Parker Link Fr. S 5-10 191 M|ssou|§, Mont. ’ . "
. ! : 35 Cooper Neer Fr. LB 6-3 202 Kennewick, Wash. 76 Campbell Vandiver Sr. ot 6-8 285  Nashville, Tenn.
7  Weston Adams 5th WR 5-11 192 Shell, wyo. i
! . 36 Garrett Speer . DB 6-0 195  Sherwood, Ore. 77 Carter Bowen St oL 67 305  Dawson, Minn.
7 Kash Goicoechea o > 61 199 Kalispell, Mont. 37 Clay Oven Sr. LB 62 225 Billings, Mont. " -
8  Keali'i Ah Yat Sr. QB 6-1 210  Kaneohe, Hawaii 38 Nai Mose Sth B 60 225 Euless, Texas 78 Lucas Freitas Sr. oL 6-6 310  Snoqualmie, Wash.
8 Adama Fal or. S 63 210 Dakar, Senegal 39 Fynn Ridgeway s, RB 61 208 Whitefish, Mont. 80 Malaki Davis O | 65 230 Tacoma, Wash.
9 Jordan Dever S WR &0 175 Spokane, Wash. 40 Colton Lentz So. LB 63 223 Nooksack, Wash. 81 Mariano Birdno woTE 65 255  Flagstaff, Ariz.
9 Kougar Kappel Fr. S 60 178  RedLlodge, Mont. 41 Ryder Barinowski I K 60 203 Whitefish, Mont. 82 Merek Fisher . - 06 238 Billines Mont
10 EliGillman Sth RB 60 215 Dassel, Minn. 42 Giovanni Pifferini Sr. DL 64 230 Placerville, Calif. ’ g, Wont.
10 Styles Goodman So. LB 6-2 230  Austin, Texas 43 Cooper Cyphers Fr. DL 62 253 Fort Worth, Texas 83 Dawson Hammond Fr. WR 6-0 176 Malta, Mont.
11 Cameron Gurnsey St WR 61 195 Butte, Mont.. 44 Titus Rohrer 5th TE 67 235  Bryan, Ohio 84 Grady Walker I TE 64 235  Missoula, Mont.
1 Jayden Nicholas Fr. CB 6-0 168  Concord, Calif. 45 Wyatt Redding 5th Kp 61 212 Sumner, Wash. 85 Wesley Ehret fr WR 62 190 Belgrade, Mont
12 Elijah Brady SI. B 61 176 Seattle, Wash. 46 Jo Silver 5th KP 6-0 221 Fremont, Ohio . ) I
12 Gage Sliter St QB 61 199 Kalispell, Mont. 47 Jace Eastlick . Ls 63 222 Coeur dAlene, Idaho 86 William Snell F. WR o4 189 Billings, Mont.
13 Brock Beaner So. S 6-0 202 Anacortes, Wash. 48 lsaac Keim A DL 6-4 280  Kalispell, Mont. 87 Everett O'Donnell . P 62 199  Melbourne, Aus.
}i |[-)9i;e|friék Btridges JSF~ !’BR gii 11;g (F:Edf\;\/H”tlhT?rxas 49 Elijah Rincon Fr. DE 63 226  Hacienda Heights, Calif. 88 Reese Brooks So. TE 64 230 Round Rock, Texas
eAnte Gentry 0. : ort wortn, Texas 50 Sam Merriman S0. LB 6-0 230  Seattle, Wash. " ;
14 Korbin Hendrix S, WR 63 190 McKinney, Texas 51 Spencer Tripp So. DL 541 268 Missoula, Mont. 89 Danny Sirmon I TE 66 265 Missoula, Mont.
16 Brady Jay Fr. QB 61 177 Moses Lake, Wash. 53 MacOlsen Fr. DL 64 253 Manti, Utah 90 Tyler King Sr. DL 65 252 Happy Valley, Ore.
16 Braeden Orlandi Sr. S 61 200  Valley Springs, Calif. 54 Evan Pyron Fr. DE 63 244 Missoula, Mont. 91 Cooper Buffington So. DL 64 275  Winfield, lowa
17 Kade Boyd Sr. S 6-0 198  Billings, Mont. 55 Austin Buehler Sr. oL 65 295 Helena, Mont. 92 Zekiel Seumalo St DL 60 265  Kent, Wash.
17 Bridger Smith So. WR 6-1 178  Kalispell, Mont. 55 Zaiden Wallace . DL 6-4 300  Ewa Beach, Hawaii
18 Devin Dunn 5th DB 510 190  Chandler, Ariz. 57 Jake Mason sr. DL 62 265  Ferndale, Wash. 94 Cole Harpole So. DL 63 240 Gunter, Texas
18 Cody Schweikert Ir. QB 63 217 Columbia Falls, Mont. 58 Solomon Tuliaupupu  Gr. LB 63 260  Pomona, Calif. 95 Manase Tupou Ir. DL 61 315  Kihei, Hawaii
19 Drew Price So. QB 5-10 179 Jacksonville, Fla. 59 Nui Tovey So. DE 63 250  Lake Oswego, Ore. 96 Logan Knaevelsrud So. DL 6-4 252 Snoqualmie, Wash.
19 Rodney Weatherspoon Fr. CB 6-0 170  Forth Worth, Texas 60 Wyatt Sandford 5th oL 6-4 298  Coeur d'Alene, Idaho .
20 Sage Salopek So. B 60 171 Seattle, Wash. 61 Lincoln Hoefer So. OL 66 306 Everson, Wash. o7 HaydenSchwartz  Sth DL 64 245 Jacksonville, Fla.
21 Ashton Paine Sr. DB 61 193 Tumwater, Wash. 62 Lincoln Senter Fr. oL 65 240 Great Falls, Mont. 98 Derek Opitz Fr. ot 63 244 Helena, Mont.
21 Courtney Rogers Fr. RB 6-2 211 Blytheville, Ark. 63 Kaikoa Kanakaole So. oL 6-5 295  Kapa'a, Hawaii 99 Braydon Bailey 5th DT 62 302  Kona, Hawaii
OREGON STATE BEAVERS
No. Name Yr. Pos. Ht. Wt. Hometown 20 David Madison Fr. DB 6-0 176 Plano, Texas 56 Carter Guillaume So. OL 61 295 Louisville, Ky.
0 Aaron Butler So. WR 60 180 Calabasas, Calif. 21 MJ Kennybrew Fr. ~ WR 6-0 185 Portland, Ore. 58  Adrian Onyiego So. EDGE 63 230 Rogers, Minn.
0  Harlem Howard I DB 6-0 190 Pompano Beach, Fla. 21 Noble Thomas Jr. . DB 511 190 Orange, Fla. 58 Jack Wagner So. OL 63 295 SanJuan Capistrano, Calif.
1 DylanLayne Sr. LB 62 225 LakeOswego,Ore. 22 Tre Garrison Fr. RB 510 190 New Orleans, La. 59  Frankie Petuya . OL 65 318 Novato, Calif.
1 Adonis McDaniel S, WR 58 172 Columbia, S.C. 22 Isaiah Houi i DB 510 175 Rockton, Ill. 59 Tevita Pome'e Ir. DT 63 310 Hofoa, Tonga
2 Braden Atkinson So. QB 61 208 Raleigh, N.C. 23 Exodus Avers so. DB 62 200 Albuquerque, N.M. 60 Tiger Black Ir. DT 61 310 Roseburg, Ore.
2 Aiden Sullivan sr. LB 61 230 Twentynine Palms, Calif. 23 AJNewberry S RB 61 200 Grand Prairie, Texas 61  Jake Normoyle Fr. OL 64 300 WestLinn,Ore.
3 Cornell Hatcher Jr. So. RB 60 210 Corona,Calif 24 Tyjai Hopper So. DB 62 195 Alpharetta, Ga. 62 Jacob Schuster S, DT 62 330 Lacey,Wash.
3 Jabari Odoemenem ST. LB 61 234 Woodbridge, Va. 25 Kourdey Glass Fr. RB 510 210 Hanford, Calif 65 Peter Langi Fr. OL 64 380 SanFrancisco, Calif.
4 Tl Crandall I DB 61 190 Sammamish, Wash. 25 Kai Wheaton Fr. DB 511 182 Allen, Texas
c ! ) ¥ . . 69 Kwan Johnson So. OL 65 305 Bluelsland, Ill.
4 Xayvion Noland . WR 56 170 San Diego, Calif 26 Marquis Raspberry s DB 60 185 Washington, DC. 70 Michael Langi F.  OL 62 285 SanBruno,Calif
5 Karson Boschma Sr. WR 63 202 Tigard, Ore. 27 Rocco De La Rosa Fr. RB 61 202 Philomath, Ore. . g . X [
5 Xander Chisolm Ir. DB 62 190 Bakersfield, Calif. 28  Caleb Ojeda Sr. K 59 185 Morgan Hill, Calif. 71 Josiah Timoteo . OL 65 310 Waianae, Hawal'
6 Maalik Murphy S QB 65 238 Inglewood, Calif. 28 Blake Thompson Fr. DB 61 185 Richmond, Texas 72 Noah Thomas Fr. OL 66 305 Vancouver, Wash.
6 Jaheim Patterson S DB 64 205 FortWorth, Texas 29 Zephen Walker Fr. DB 511 198 Lewisville, Texas 74 Jacob Anderson . OL 66 300 Billings, Mont.
7 Aeryn Hampton So. WR 510 194 Daingerfield, Texas 33 Sean Craig Fr. DB 63 210 LasVegas, Nev. 75 Will Larkins I oL 65 312 HO“YWOOd' Fla.
7 Kahanu Kalahiki So. DB 61 200 Kaimuki, Hawai' 33 Skyler Jackson Fr.  RB 61 220 LasVegas, Nev. 76 Ben Hartman Jo 0L 65 315 Austin, Texas
8  DeCorion Temple S TE 66 245 Ypsilanti, Mich. 34 Jake Reichle S RB 62 225 Lake Oswego,Ore. 78 Nathan Elu s OL 65 320 SanMateo, Calif
8  Sailasa Vadrawale Il I DB 511 185 Rohnert Park, Calif. 36 Drake Vickers Sr. DB 6-3 204 North Hollywood, Calif. 79 Tyler Voltin Sr. OL 65 335 Stayton, Ore.
9  Raesjon Davis Sr. LB 6-0 228 Norco, Calif. 37 Cameron Smith . K 511 175 Loomis, Calif. 80 Eric Olsen Sr. TE 6-5 240 St.George, Utah
10 Brady Jones Sr. QB 64 210 Murrieta, Calif. 38 Milan Clark . DB 61 182 Portland, Ore. 81 Landon Cook Fr. TE 65 220 Concord, Calif.
10  Logan Knapp Fr. EDGE 67 255 Clayton,Calif. 38 AJWinsor I P 62 195 Mukilteo, Wash. 82 Gabe Milbourn s. TE 65 250 Sonora, Calif.
12 Gyriece Goodman S. LB 62 212 DePere, Wis. 40 Jonathan Zarut So. LS 51l 205 Miami,Fla. 84 Cody Siegner fr.  TE 67 255 Crane,Ore.
12 Jesse Legree Fr. WR 5-10 172 Baltimore, Md. 41 Jhae Drummer Sr. WR 510 190 LongBeach,CaIn‘. 87 Jackson Bowers I TE 65 255 Mesa, Ariz.
13 Jeremiah Brown Fr. LB 62 205 Menifee, Calif. 42 Caleb Metzner Fr. EDGE 62 256 Mobile, Ala. 88 Adel Dorr Fr. EDGE 64 230 Issaquah, Wash.
14 e Feaut S WR e 20 prnedleor B e iers DT 63 2 Ukamcalt 86 - Ross Nickson S WR 62 190 Los Angeles Caf.
ie Freau 0. - rineville, Ore. . g , Calif. ,
14 Kord Shaw o B 64 230 Ogden,Utah 47 Tyree Blake o B 62 230 Portland,Ore. 89 TAn.dreWave'rIy Fr. TE 64 240 Everett',Wash.
15 Jameson Powell F.  WR 510 175 Folsom, Calif 47 Tug Sanford S LS 60 210 Allen, Texas 90 Daniel Matagi St DT 60 305 Chehalis, Wash.
15 RIWhitten So. DB 60 202 Sacramento, Calff. 48 Jessaia Moala . LB 51 232 Syracuse, Utah o1 Jaylen Hill Fr. DT 65 305 Portland, Ore.
16  Cynai Thomas F.  WR 63 188 EastPalo Alto, Calif. 50 Will Haverland So. EDGE 6-6 250 Eugene, Ore. 92 Nick Norris sr. DT 65 285 FortMorgan, Colo.
17 Malachi Durant So. WR 62 190 Seattle, Wash. 50 Teko Shoats o OL 63 295 Miami,Fla. 93 LolaniFinau r. DT 63 285 Hawthorne, Calif.
17 Ish Findlayter J EDGE 64 260 Toronto,Ont. 51  Maddox Conway F. ~ OL 65 290 Corvallis,Ore. 94 Cameron Hewitt So. DT 62 320 Pearl, Miss.
18 Jarrel Comer J EDGE 64 245 Gainesville, Fla. 52 Tanu Aaitui F. ~ OL 63 285 Layton,Utah 96 Luke Levengood S DT 63 275 Vacaville, Calif.
18  Jayden Padgett Fr.  WR 6-4 202 Tampa,Fla. 54  Clive Pond I LB 62 225 Enumclaw, Wash. 97 Tyler Bailey . DT 62 308 Hammond, La.
19 Isaiah Arriaza Fr. QB 59 182 LaVerne, Calif. 55 Jeremiah loane Fr. LB 61 220 LasVegas, Nev. 98 Jadyn Oh Sr. K 6-0 180 Chantilly, Va.
19  Trey Glasper So. DB 61 185 LasVegas, Nev. 55 Van Wells Sr. OL 62 310 Houston, Texas 99 Niklas Fisher Fr. EDGE 6-4 260 Cypress, Texas
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Silver

From 2

“It was really unfortunate,
but at the same time, it gave me
a lot of time to work on kicking
myself,” he said. “I could go out
to the field for three hours a day
during it and just kick footballs.
I think that’s what drew me in,
made me as good as I am today.”

He returned to the field as a
senior at Fremont Ross High
School in Fremont, Ohio. He
considered moving to Montana
that year with his family, which
had spent parts of some summers
inthe Treasure State when he was
growing up, but instead went to
Ohio andlived with his grandpar-
ents on his mother’s side.

It was at Fremont where he was
named an all-state honorable
mention and garnered interest
from area college teams. There,
special teams coach Austin Baker
helped him along as a kicker and
aided in the recruiting process.

“Overseas, playing college
sports wasn’t something that was
super big or like even an idea,’ he
said. “WhenIcame to the United
States, that kind of became a
much bigger thing, and I didn’t
realize how it was, but I always
knew I wanted to play sports
throughout my life.”

Choosing Kent State in Kent,
Ohio, meant he could stay close
to his grandparents in the state.
Later choosing to transfer to
Montana meant he would be
closer to his parents, Ted and
Sarah, who moved to the state,
and his older sister, Lili, who was
attending UM at the time.

He gave props to his Kent
State teammates for teach-
ing him about sticking together
through the ups and downs of a
1-11 season in 2023. He credited
his sister with helping him when
he struggled with college classes.
His sister and parents also kept
hishead in it when he was limited
to five games across his first three
college seasons.

“T feel like one of the biggest
things throughout college foot-
ball that I figured out about my-
self is I just need to trust myself
and stick with what I promised
myself and not kind of lose fo-
cus,” he said. “That was prob-
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Montana kicker Jo Silver (46) celebrates after making an extra point during the Big Sky Conference football game against Utah Tech on Sept. 12 at
Washington-Grizzly Stadium in Missoula. Silver is in his first season as the Grizzlies’ full-time kicker on field goals and extra points.

ably the biggest thing to me is
persisting through problems
that Imight have, whether that’s
school-related problems or foot-
ball or whatever”

Silver is now in Year 3 living in
Missoula. It’s the second longest
he’s lived in any one place with-
out moving. It’s alsobeen aloca-
tion where he’s developed a love
for outdoor activities like target
shooting and floating the river.

The duration is just behind his
four-year run in Ethiopa from
fifth grade through eighth grade.
That was where he made some
of his best friends who he still
talks to today, making it a highly
emotional move at the time, he
recalled.

“I'm at the age where I’'m kind

of starting to figure out who I
am as a person, and I think this
is a great place for me to be at”
he said. “I’ve been at a lot of
faster-paced places, but I think
being here with the community,
everyone is super respectful of
each other and everyone can be
welcoming to each other”
Missoula has presented yet
another different perspective of
the world for him to learn about
while immersing himselfin it. At
UM, he graduated with a bach-
elor’s degree in criminology in
summer 2025. He’s currently in
a master’s program and is work-
ing on a cybersecurity certificate.
He has thought about a career
working in law enforcement or
cybersecurity. He has also long

been interested in his father’s
line of work. His father worked
inthe CIA, he said, which is what
led to all the moving around in his
childhood.

“Working in that kind of area,
I’m problem-solving oriented,”
he said. “Some of my professors
have helped me a ton with navi-
gating my way through that.”

For how well-traveled Silver
has been in his first two-plus
decades of life, he might not be
one to settle down — at least at
first. He’s looking forward to the
potential of living in even more
new locations around the world.

So when he’s done covering
yardage on the football field with
his kicks, he might be knocking
out miles by the thousands tra-

versing the globe some more.

“Tt sounds weird, but I like be-
ing able to restart and do things
differently,” he said. “You move
one place and you're like OK, I
kind of want to try something
else. It’s like a clean slate, and so
Ireally do like that concept.

“At the same time, I love being
in one place and getting to know
everyone there, building all these
cool relationships with people.
While I'm younger, if I have the
opportunity to move around, I
would take it in a heartbeat”

Frank Gogola is the Senior Sports
Reporter at the Missoulian and
406 MT Sports. Follow himon X @
FrankGogola or email him at frank.
gogola@406mtsports.com.
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King

King sat down with 406
MT Sports ahead of Mon-
tana’s road contest against
Oregon State at 9 p.m. MT
Saturday. This interview
has been edited for brevity
and clarity.

Q: Coming out of high
school in your recruit-
ment process, you had
an offer to Idaho. What
made you commit to
Central Washington
still in the end?

A:Tkind of just felt more
valued at Central, I could
make an impact quicker at
Central. That’s why I chose
there. I just felt more val-
ued, so I decided to go to
Central.

Q: In your three years
there, what do you feel
like the major points of
growth and develop-
ment for you were?

A: I mean, everywhere.
Probably just my athleti-
cism, my power. I feel like
I changed a lot mentally,
my mental game got a lot
better from high school to
college. SoIthink that was
a development, too.

Q: Players that start
off in D-II and make
their way up to D-I, do
you feel like that kind of
gives you a little bit of
an edge or just kind of a
little bit more grit than
maybe other athletes?

A: A little bit. I re-
member coming here and
thinking, you know, we got
a lot to prove. You know,
we’re D-II, not everyone
knows about D-II, but I
think D-1II, they have some
ballers down there.

Q: Do you have any
plays you remember
from playing here when
y’all came here (to Mis-
soula)?

A: 1 think that when we
came out of half, we were
on defense, or maybe we
punted it and then we were
on defense. But first pos-
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Montana linebacker Peyton Wing (32) and defensive lineman Tyler King (90) celebrate during the college football game
against Drake on Sept. 5 at Washington-Grizzly Stadium in Missoula. King had two sacks in the victory.

session, we came down,
third down, we picked
them off. I thought we had
a chance, but we ended up
getting blown out pretty
bad.

Q: Do you ever talk
to any of the guys here
about that game?

A: Yeah, for sure. We
fought in the first half,
kind of got away from us
in the second half. Yeah,
there’s definitely some
laughs in the locker room
about that kind of stuff.

Q: What stood out about
Montana when you en-

tered the transfer portal?

A: Playing here was
super fun, and obviously
they do a lot of winning.
The tradition and the cul-
ture and stuff like that, I
just wanted to be a part of
something.

Q: Who have you re-
lied on as leaders in the
locker room through
your first summer in
Missoula?

A: T'd say Hayden
Schwartz has been a big
help. Yeah, Winger (Pey-
ton Wing) is obviously a
big leader on the defense,
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where to go.

Q: What do you attri-
bute your early season
success to so far?

A: I just feel like all the
work I've done since win-
ter. Coming here, I wasn’t
guaranteed a spot out
there. I had something to
work for.

Q: What are some of
your hobbies outside of
football?

A: Golf, even though I’'m
terrible at it.

Q: What’s your most
confident club in your
bag?

A: Maybe my 7-iron.
The driver’s off and on, the
chipping is also off and on,
and the irons are just ter-
rible. Except the seven.

Carson Cashion is a

sports writer for 406

MT Sports. Follow him

on X @CarsonCashion or
contact him at carson.
cashion@406mtsports.com.
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