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It's the sounds of
traditional Irish music
tonight at UM

u Grizzlies get key win over Weber State. Page D1
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Associated Press

HELENA - The Legislature's
foremost proposal intended to
address the problem of high
electricity prices in Montana got the
endorsement of a committee
Thursday and advanced to the

enate.

The Senate Energy and
‘Telecommunications Committee
voted 9-2 for u heavily amended

www.missoulian.com

version of the bill sponsared by Sen.

Royal Johnson, R-Billings
Provisions include a five-year
extension of the time in which
Maontana Power Co.s residential
customers arc 1o ¢nter an open
market for electricity.
Committee member Johnson

voted for his Senate Bill 243, but was
ter when asked to assess

eaknesses. He said

B it upon introducing the bill in

January that it was imperfect and
would require changes.

“My purpose was 0 get some
action going,” he said.

The amendments
committee may not be the bill's last,
Johnson said. The measure may well
advance o the House, undergo
changes there and be returned to the
Senate for reconsideration, he said.

He acknowledged the
industry had a lot of influence in
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bringing about the amendments now
in place
“It's a long way from being law,”
said Sen. Mack Cole, R-Hysham,
chairman of the Energy and
Telecommunications Committee.
‘e did the very best we could
aver here on the Senate side.
Crities said the bill will not protect More news from
ele rom Helena
- Page A2

See ENERGY, Puge 49

Snowstorm bhlows in

Peace
will be
pieces

Missoula sign will be
dismantled, donated

By ROB CHANEY

“The controversial peace sign on
Missoula’s North Hills disappeared
Thursday, but that was just because a
snowsiorm moved through the
valley.

However, the microwave
reflecting tower and its
unauthorized logo are so0n to
vur\ish rumu Tower owner Owest
Com
m-mamlz it and wants to sell the

3 acres it stands on 1o the city
mment
We'll put some extra effort in
taking it down so we don't destroy
the skin,” Qwest community
nlulmm director Linda Reed said
y. The “skin" is the metal
Where the peace symhol has
been painied, covered u
d repeatedly for the past 18
said Qwest was willing
o give the skin o a community
pop tha b been oy fo
erve the tower as a local

i

wcw
Padestrians In Missoula’s University Area braved fisrcs Heligale winds and binding snow Thursday as a wintsr stomm brought hazardous conditions 1o westerm Montana

fSnowplows struggle to keep up with blizzard | Woman killed in I-90 accident

were trying to come up with
solution that would address all
community issues.” Reed said.
“There's two sides to this issue -
those who wanted it to remain
standing and those who wanted it
taken down. We felt we needed o
be sensitive to both, and this is the

GALLAGHER Wasoutan

that swoops into most of western Montana

JOHN STROMNES
of the Missoulian
POLSON - A bruising mid-February
blizzard that blasted into westem
Montana carly Thursday from Canada
ed highways in several areas,
|n:\ud|ug parts of Interstate 90 cast of
ssoula and over MacDonald Pass.
= Sehoolsand the airport in Missoula
Jemained open despite the blustery
Siorm, however many schools clinics
and some government offices in
Flathead and Lake counties were forced
10.shut down.
is morning we were ai zero
yisibility for most of the carly mori

said Flathead County Sheriff Jim
Dupont
Snowplows were oul
ain on the blizzard unt

force, but did

.
s moming ve didu't sccomplsh

uch,” said Bob Smith, supervisor of
plowingfor 1,148 mikes of Lake County
roads. “It was M(wvlng i as fast as we
could plow it

T Kalispell,officials postponed the
Western A high school basketball
tournament for one day becase of poor
road conditions,

ursday evening, Montana
 from Plairs 10 miles

See BLIZZARD, Page AV

As of
Highway 28

led Thursday

caused by treacherous road conditions
cast of Missoula on Interstate 90 near

Garrison.
A Sl-year-old woman from out of

irctontale uaf she was s pascogr n

| slammed into the back of a snowplow

and a Dodge pickup truck near Garrison

1 Junction, about 70 miles east of

Missoula.

Mike Feldman, of the Montana
Highway Patrol, said the accident
occurred during low visiiliy when the

ame up behind the plow
cup, which were traveling side
by side. Feldman said the tractor-traer

was destroyed in the wreck. The driver of
the unit was also hospitalized after the
crash,

Shortly after the initial wreck,
Feldman said, a 1989 Chrysler New
Yorker tried to go around the accident
debris and was hit by a delivery truck.
The New Yorker spun around and came
1o rest in the other lane of the highway,
‘completely blocking 1-90,

second tractor-trailer unit came to a
stop behind the accident scene, but was
hit from behind by a westbound van in a
third accident. Feldman said a man and a
woman in the van were hospitalized in
Butte.

Feldman said 1-90 westbound was
closed for about four hours.

Gary Jahrig, Missoulian

best compromise we could come up
wit
The decsion vas dis polnting o
f the
Misoula Commuaity Pex
which was working to pres
tower and its logo. A pri ¢
survey about the tower drew about
700 responses, he said, with almost
two-thirds of the participants in
favor of keeping the peace sign
standing
Ve believe we had tremendous
response from the community,
Parker said Thursday. We feel we
won the vote b ot the nmmn
A similar survey by
Missoulian showed -imng emotions

Sec SIGN, Puge A8

Event has
aided
Partners in
Home Care
in the past

By GINNY MERRIAM
of the Missoulian

For 20 years, the annual Hospice
Bl ha raised money for Partners in
Fome Care’s hospice program. This
vear, the proceeds will go 10 an
independent foundation that will
dole out money to any applicant who
piresendok fe care and meets the
board's approval

"This i a good idea,  bad idea or

something in between, depending

McCampbell,a
pecittvh b co-chale o the bl

and one of the organizers of the new
Hospice Care Foundation Inc.

“We're all striving for the same thing.

Allwe want t0 do is put on the ball
and do some fund raising with the

Home
mmlllnul-m the ball organizers,
Western Montana Association a
Insurance and Financial Advisors,
from going independent. But she
wants to be sure that donors
understand that the moncy being
ised s not going to Partners

Hospice and that the $179,000

endowment is not earmarked for

cither the program or the agency
“They hold the ball with the name

| $80,000. This year, they're aiming for
$100,000.

Tensions between Partners in
Home Carc and the asso

(formerly the Life Underwriters) are
not new, Until three years ago,
proceeds from the ball wen to ¢

Sec HOSPICE, Puge A8 |

Mardi Gras is theme
for this year’s event

p,nwuvu:nmu
ot the i |
Last year, the Hospice Ball raised about | .
| pooum
Y lnin
Weatr

My

The perennial goal is funding care for
people who are dying in Missoul. The
Immediate goal for Friday is dancing, food
and fun, say the organi

“We originally wanted this to be o

See EVENT, Page A8
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