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Nauvoo-Colusa 
School District 
heard from parents 
on the subject of 
masks for students. 
Read about that on 
page 7.

LIVE MUSIC
The Prime Time Trio 
brought its talents to 
the Grand Theatre. 
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Time for Pigskin Picks 
again.

INSIDE TODAY

FIND US!
www.dailygate.com

No. 186, 174th Year

Monday

Mississippi Valley Publishing  •  Bill Helenthal ~ Publisher  •  dailygate.com

Gate CityDAILYSeptember 27, 2021
Keokuk, Iowa

10 Pages, 1 Section 

$1.25

JOE BENEDICT
editordgc@dailygate.com

The name Geode Fest is 
apparently well known far 
and wide. Some participating 
in the event over the 
weekend had heard about 
it for years and decided 
this was the year to come 
to the area to hunt for the 
impressive rocks

Kevin and Melissa Moeller 
are from Hoffman Estates, 
Ill. That’s a suburb of 
Chicago. They had just got 
back from the morning hunt 
Saturday and their son, Ben, 
was busy cracking open some 
smaller geodes in the parking 
lot at the First Christian 
Church.

“We’ve known about it for 
a few years,” Melissa said. 
“And we’ve been dying to 
come.”

The family decided this 
was the year. It was a 
beautiful weekend. Cool 
mornings and not a lot of 
rain...there was a bit on 
Friday night.

They decided for the 
Saturday morning hunt, they 

would go the Amish North 
site, which is near the Fox 
River in Clark County. It 
was one of nine sites for this 
year’s Geode Fest. A board 
near the hunting signup tent 
had the sites listed and their 
level of difficulty for hunting 

the geodes. Amish North was 
on the easy side of the scale.

The family had plenty 
of geodes to show for their 
efforts.

“We’re going to share with 
our neighbors,” Melissa said.

They had a van load of 

cracked geodes which were 
held together by rubber 
bands. Kevin said they de-
cided to buy one of the crack-
ing devices this time around 

Get Crackin!
Geode Fest draws 
many to Keokuk
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Clio Vogel pushes down on the lever as Doug Vogel holds on the to a geode at Geode Fest in 
Keokuk. The rock ended up being a solid one all the way through, without the cavity ins ide 
that many geodes have, but the family was enjoying themselves nonetheless .
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The Keokuk Area Chamber 
of Commerce hosted a 
bike rodeo at Hawthorne 
Elementary School from 
9-11 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 25.

Chamber Executive 
Director Shelley Oltmans 
was delighted with the 
event and how RAGBRAI 
(Register’s Annual Great 
Bicycle Ride Across Iowa) 
played a part. “We received 
funds from RAGBRAI and 
used them to purchase 
helmets and to cover 
expenses, such as insurance, 
of putting on this bike rodeo,” 
she said. “We hope this will 
become an annual spring 
event that will help kids get 
ready for a summer full of 
safe bike riding.” She noted 
that the helmets were given 
to kids who don’t have one 
or whose helmet is no longer 
serviceable or safe.

Bike Rodeo gets kids ready for safe peddling
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Volunteer Tim Peevler worked on bikes at the Chamber of Commerce Bike Rodeo held a t Haw-
thorne Elementary School on Saturday. After he adjusted her seat height, h e helped Juliana 
Greenwald adjust her chain.
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Being born and raised 
in Keokuk, going through 
the schools and graduating 
from KHS in 2011 is an 
advantage in Keokuk School 
Board candidate Hayley 
Handyside’s eyes.

“In the past, there has 
not been a great enough 
emphasis on the arts in our 
public school system,” she 
said. When the 5th grade 
instrumental program was 
cut, for instance, it was 
upsetting to the community, 
and I believe that numbers in 
the band at the middle and 
high school levels have been 

impacted by 
this. Now, they 
are working on 
bringing it back 
and this is the 
type of action I 
would support.”

Handyside 
attended SCC 
for two years 
and then 
received her BA in religion 
and philosophy from Culver-
Stockton College. She has 
worked for several years 
in politics, having been a 
volunteer for the Lee County 
Democratic Party, and a 
worker during the Biden 
campaign and in the state 
Democratic Party during the 

2020 campaign.
“I discovered while working 

in politics that I am deeply 
passionate about helping 
people and working for the 
community,” she stated. 
“Now I’m going for my MA 
in education at Culver-
Stockton and admit to being 
particularly passionate about 
education, especially in the 
public schools.”

She believes she knows 
the issues in the schools. 
“Although I’m single and 
have no children, I am very 
close to my nine nieces and 
nephews, and especially 
my 16-year-old nephew 
whom I’ve helped raise, and 
have observed their school 

experiences,” she said. 
“I’m a chaperone for band 
trips, go to the concerts and 
games, and I know how 
important the arts are in 
the development of kids’ 
life skills – like teamwork, 
responsibility, and time 
management.”

Handyside said she sees 
issues from several sides. 
“I’m friends with several 
teachers and am aware 
of their concerns with 
administration and other 
staff,” she declared, “and 
I believe the school board 
should listen to parents’ 

Hayley Handyside seeking school board seat

Handyside
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