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Taking two motions, the 
Joppa-Maple Grove School 
Board voted 4-3 to set its 
tentative tax levy at $1.1 
million.

The board met Monday, 
Nov. 21, in the Joppa High 
School librar y with all 
board members — presi-
dent Danny Burnett, vice 
president Denise Meyer, 
secretar y Rachel Hen-
son, Kevin Castleman, 
Chris McGinness, Peggy 
McNeill and Corey Willen-
borg — present.

S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  D r. 
Vickie Artman, during her 
repor t, presented three 
examples to the board 
for the tentative tax levy 
for 2022 payable in fiscal 
year 2024, The levy must 
be filed with the Massac 
County Clerk by Dec. 27.

Artman’s first example 
called for no increase on 
the extension from the 
prior year, keeping the 
amount requested at $1.5 
million. She noted while 
the dollar amount would 
remain the same, the 
formula would increase 
the rate for taxpayers to 
5.79247 due to the drop in 
EAV (Equalized Assessed 
Value).

The second example 
kept the current tax rate 
of 5.09587. She explained 
while this would maintain 
the tax rate, it would pro-
vide fewer dollars for the 
district, a loss it would 
feel in 2025. The amount 
requested would be $1.3 
million.

The  th i r d  example 
dropped the 5.09587 tax 
rate down to 4.95, result-
ing in an overall decrease 
in the extension. The 
amount requested would 
be $1.2 million. Ar tman 
explained that while that 
decrease save taxpayers 
3%, once that extension 
is dropped “we’re losing 

Joppa 
school 

board sets 
tentative 
tax levy

BY ANN DOUGLAS

Since the City of Brookport 
council chambers served as a 
polling station, the city council 
meeting was held a week after 
the election on Tuesday, Nov. 
15. All council members were 
present.

Opening the meeting with 
public comments, Brody Pow-
ell, a very young man of 10 or 

so, made a presentation to the 
council about doing fundraising 
for a set of monkey bars in the 
park.

He had already raised $100 
from a yard sale toward the 
$1,200 goal and wanted the 
city’s support for his efforts to 
raise even more money.

“I think the people of Brook-
port will enjoy the monkey bars 

a lot. I plan to do all the work, 
even helping with installation,” 
he stated.

Donations may be sent to him 
at 6703 Unionville Road, Brook-
port, IL 62910.

Mayor Rance Phillips gave a 
status report on the city. Ron’s 
Septic had a week’s delay in try-
ing to clear the storm drains on 
George Street near the bridge. 

There are two large holes with 
barriers, so drivers need to be 
cautious in the area.

The flap gate off Pell Road 
has been removed to have it 
resealed. This will help with 
leakage during high backwa-
ters.

Progress has been made 
installing heat in the new water 
treatment building, which is 

near completion.
The new police department 

door has been installed on the 
west side of the building. Bids 
are being taken on a new coun-
cil table.

Ameren and the city have 
been cutting trees that block 
the DG Market sign.

Brody’s monkey bars fundraiser presented to Brookport council

BY PLANET STAFF

Meeting at the hospital for 
the first time since late 2019, 
the Massac Memorial Hos-
pital Auxiliar y board came 
together Nov. 5.

Following the meeting, 
board members present-
ed appreciation plaques to 
Wilma Flemister and Min-
nie Blackwell, both of whom 
served on the board for many 
years. The plaques read: “In 
Grateful Appreciation: Thank 
you for your many years of 
dedicated service to the aux-
iliary and their mission. — 
Massac Hospital Auxiliary.”

Flemister served as a long-

time auxiliary member and 
the board’s treasurer for 
many years.

Blackwell began volunteer-
ing at MMH in 1973, serving 
on its board of directors for 

some 15 years. Knowing Black-
well’s interested in crafts, aux-
iliary member Wanda Hoff-
stedter asked her to join the 
auxiliary in 1989 to help make 
items to be used at the hospital. 

As an auxiliary member, Black-
well constantly worked blood 
drives, in the gift shop and 
other volunteer work.

Auxiliary board honors members
Partners       

with Sissy’s        
in fundraising
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Above left: Wilma Flemister (center) receives an appreciation plaque recognizing her many years 
of service to the Massac Memorial Hospital Auxiliary and its board. Flemister was its treasurer. 
Making the presentation were board member Kelley Sullivan (left) and newly-elected board presi-
dent Michele Longworth. Above right: Newly-elected Massac Memorial Hospital Auxiliary board 
president Michele Longworth presents an appreciation plaque to Minnie Blackwell, recognizing 
her years of service to the auxiliary and its board.
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Continuing a tradition that began 12 years ago, members of Girl Scout Troop 8029 spent their Saturday, Nov. 19, at Big John Collect-
ing for COPE. The troop, which was assisted during the day by members of Ambassador Troop 8029, Cadette Troop 8694 and Daisy 
Troop 08912, with help from the community, raised 750 pounds of food for COPE Food Pantry. Troop 8029 members were in kinder-
garten when their third Saturday in November tradition began. Now high school juniors, the members have continued it in memory 
of their troop leader, the late Kathy Martin, who passed away in October 2020. Girl Scouts and leaders participating Saturday were 
Abigail Martin, Maci Parmer, Hannah Heine, Elise Coakley, Ellie Rottmann, Lori Rottmann, Reagan Crim, Peyton Sullivan, Henley Wer-
ner, Amelia Werner, Brooklyn Fritz, Emery Fritz, Elanor Fritz, Brooke Crim, Aaron Fritz, Brylee Hornback, Libby Conkle, Lindsey Conkle, 
Christy Crim, Adyson Crim, Angel Jaco and Hayden Bremer. COPE accepts food and monetary donations year round. Monetary dona-
tions made out to COPE can be mailed to COPE, P.O. Box 761, Metropolis, IL 62960. For more information on volunteering with COPE 
or making a food donation, call 618-524-3635.

Girl Scouts collect 750 pounds for COPE
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