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BY DAVID ZOELLER

THE PLANET

Students in Massac Unit 1 
and Joppa-Maple Grove 38 dis-
tricts will return to class Aug. 
17, in calendars approved Mon-
day night by the respective 
school boards.

Plans for the 2020-21 school 
year included “blended” options 
allowing for both in-class and 
remote learning in both dis-
tricts, reflecting efforts to keep 
students, staf f and parents as 
safe as possible during the 
COVID-19 crisis.

In Massac Unit 1, approx-
imately half of the students 
will attend class Mondays and 
Wednesdays, and the other half 
Tuesdays and Thursdays. Fri-
days will be a built-in remote 
learning day.

BY THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO — Chicago added 
Missouri, Wisconsin, Nebras-
ka and North Dakota to the list 
of states where people who are 
traveling to the city must quar-
antine for two weeks as Illinois 
learned that its own residents 
must do the same when they 
travel to New York, New Jersey 
or Connecticut.

Chicago of ficials said that 
beginning Friday, anyone from 
those states who doesn’t com-
ply with the requirement could 
face possible fines. They issued 

BY PLANET STAFF

Eight candidates have been 
selected to be interviewed for 
the vacant position of presi-
dent of Shawnee Community 
College.

Inter views are scheduled 
to run through August, and 

dates for each candidate’s 
interview will be announced.

Due to COVID-19 restric-
tions, a presidential search 
committee is developing pub-
lic forum options that will 
allow for input from students, 
employees and community 
members.

Each candidate has a doc-
torate in a related field. More 
detailed information on each 
candidate can be found at 
www.shawneecc.edu.

Candidates are:
• Heather Bigard, an Illi-

nois native, is currently the 
executive vice president at 

Lake-Sumter State College, 
a public community college 
serving more than 5,000 stu-
dents in Central Florida.

In that position, she pro-
vides strategic leadership to 
the areas of finance, facili-
ties, information technology, 
institutional research and 

improvement, eLear ning, 
human resources, athletics, 
financial aid, and security.

• Kathleen Curphy has 
a wealth of experience and 
achievements in the leader-
ship of two-year colleges and 

Shawnee narrows president search to eight candidates

Area 
schools 
return 
to class 
Aug. 17

BY DAVE THOMPSON

THE PLANET

In 1776, one of Ameri-
ca’s seminal founding doc-
uments, The Declaration of 
Independence, declared “all 
men are created equal.”

Eighty-one years later, the 
U.S. Supreme Court ruled 
that Black people, wheth-
er enslaved or free “are 
not included, and were not 
intended to be included, 
under the word ‘citizens’ in 
the constitution.”

That decision lies at the 
heart of a recent publication 
from Southern Illinois Uni-
versity-Carbondale’s Gate-

way Journalism Review.
“The 1857 Project” exam-

ines the history of racism, 
slavery and segregation in 
the Midwest.

William Freivogel, for-
mer head of the school’s 
journalism department and 
publisher of the project, 
said the publication owes a 
lot to the recent New York 
Times “1619 Project,” which 
explored America’s histo-
ry with slavery and racism 
since its beginning.

“Slavery, segregation and 
race have been central to the 

SIU’s ‘1857 Project’ examines racism in Midwest

The Gateway 
Journalism 
Review, pub-
lished by  
Southern Illinois 
University- 
Carbondale, 
released a  
special project 
this month  
documenting 
the history of 
racism in the 
Midwest.
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Representatives of a local church with 
dwindling membership and resources 
sought the city’s help Monday in resolv-
ing what has been a long-standing prob-
lem regarding upkeep of property.

Mar y Hansen, a trustee of the 
Mount Horeb Baptist Church, and 
Craig Newbern, a deacon, asked 

the Metropolis City Council to allow 
utilities to be turned on for a rental 
house the church hopes will allow it 
to improve its financial position and 
meet its obligations for other rundown 
buildings on church property.

COVID-19 has had an impact on 
the church’s finances, with not being 
able to meet in person regularly, and 
church membership has also fallen 

dramatically, the council was told.
A key issue involves another struc-

ture on church proper ty at Pearl 
and 10th Street that needs to be 
torn down. The city has been trying 
to get that situation resolved for the 
last 10-15 years, said Rick Abell, city 
attorney. Three years ago, the former 

Church seeks help with city property issue 

‘Last call’ 
processional

AREIA HATHCOCK | The Planet

The cruiser of M6 Massac County Deputy Robert McCutcheon led his funeral 
processional from First Baptist Church to the cemetery last Friday in Metropolis. 
The cruiser was followed by multiple law enforcement and fire department 
vehicles from southern Illinois and western Kentucky. After a “last call” ride past 
the Massac County Sheriff’s Department, the hearse carrying McCutcheon 
made its way past the Metropolis Fire Department where a United States flag 
was draped over the roadway.

Wisconsin 
among 4 states 

added to Chicago 
quarantine order
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Accepting New Admissions!

Call Us For A Virtual Tour.


