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Communities through the area 
are gearing up for the Fourth of 
July holiday. With the Fourth fall-
ing on a Sunday, the nation’s 245th 
birthday will be a four-day celebra-
tion with a variety of activities for 
the entire family.

FRIDAY, JULY 2

• The City of Golconda will host 
a fireworks celebration with a free 
Mason “Little Hank” Ramsey concert 
and more starting at 5 p.m. Ramsey 
will perform at 6:30 p.m. on the Pope 
County Courthouse lawn. Known as 
“Walmart’s Yodeling Boy,” “Little Hank” will 
sing his songs alongside his band from 
Nashville, Tennessee. He will be taking 
photographs and signing autographs 
immediately afterward. Horse and buggy 
rides and helicopter rides will be available 
throughout the evening. There will be 
food and drinks and other specialities. 
The “Bear on the Air” Shane Parker, from 
WLLE in Paducah, will be the event’s 
emcee. The gigantic fireworks celebration 
will be at the Golconda Marina.

• Harrah’s Metropolis Casino will host 
a Hometown Celebration beginning at 7 
p.m. in the Harrah’s parking lot, located 
between Ferry and Metropolis streets. 
Attendees may bring their lawn chairs. 
From 7-9 p.m., there will be variety of 
activities, including inflatables and music. 
Snacks and drinks will be available for 
purchase. Fireworks over the riverfront 
will begin around 9:15 p.m. near Dorothy 
Miller Park. The $5 entry fee for ages 2 
years and older will benefit the Harrah’s 
Metropolis School Supply Giveaway, 
which will be at a later date.

SATURDAY, JULY 3

• Brookport’s Fourth of July 
Celebration is returning with a twist. The 
parade will start at 5 p.m. rather than in 
the morning. The lineup will begin at 4:15 
p.m at the intersection of West Third and 
Margrave streets. The route down Third 
St. will lead everyone to Brookport Park 
where activities will take place until 8:30 
p.m. The city will provide free hot dogs, 
chips and water. In addition to venders, 
there will also be children’s activities. 
Fireworks will end the day at dark. For 
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Putting on his citizen’s 
hat, city of Metropolis Ward 
4 Alderman Jeremy Holley 

requested the city draft a let-
ter concerning the swift com-
pletion of the construction 
on Interstate 24.

T h e  r e q u e s t ,  m a d e 

during Monday’s Metrop-
olis City Council meeting, 
came some 33 hours and 20 
minutes after a multi-vehi-
cle crash involving a trac-
tor-trailer and eight passen-
ger vehicles near Exit 3 in 
Paducah on Sunday left a 
4-year-old girl from Frank-
lin, Tennessee, dead and 

nine taken to hospitals. 
The westbound lanes of the 
interstate from the exit into 
Metropolis were closed for 
nearly seven hours.

Holley’s request in the 
form of a motion was for “we 
as a council — along with 

‘We don’t need to 
lose any more lives’

Metropolis council approves 
drafting letter concerning I-24

Range of 
activities to 

celebrate 
Fourth  
of July
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Skies over southern Illinois will light 
up over three days as the Fourth of 
July falls on a Sunday this year. Cele-
brations of the country’s 245th birth-
day are being held Friday in Golconda 
and Metropolis, Saturday in Brookport 
and Sunday in Eddyville and Paducah.
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Joppa High School stu-
dents can be par t of the 
Massac County Patriots 
football team during the 
next two school years.

During their separate 
meetings on Monday, both 
the Massac Unit 1 and 

the Joppa-Maple Grove 
District 38 school boards 
approved entering into a 
two-year football cooper-
ative agreement for the 
2021-22 and 2022-23 school 
years.

“Joppa has students who 
are interested in playing 
football again,” said Unit 

1 superintendent Jason 
Hayes. “We’ve done this 
on and of f many times 
throughout the years. We 
do it for a couple years at 
a time to get students 
through the program. If 
there’s still interest, we 
renew it; if not, we let it 
lapse and we wait until 

there’s interest again. We’ve 
done it with other sports 
over the years.”

Hayes noted that with 
the drop in student num-
bers at MCHS, the addition 
of JHS will not impact the 
class size.

School boards approve football agreement
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The Mississippi license plate said it 
all — “BOJUNKY.”

People of all ages from all around the 
United States — including Alaska, Ala-
bama, Mississippi, Pennsylvania, Geor-
gia, Florida, Missouri, Iowa, Texas, 
Minnesota, Illinois, Kentucky, North 
Carolina, Tennessee, Michigan, New 
Jersey, Wisconsin, Ohio, South Caroli-
na, Louisiana, Indiana, Wisconsin and 
Oklahoma — converged on Mermet 
Lake this past weekend for the annual 
Illinois Pro/Am Archery Tournament.

This year’s event, held June 24-27, 
brought in 1,735 shooters per day to 
Mermet and included a live broadcast 

of the Pro Pressure Point Shoot Down 
on the Spor tsman Channel from 
Fort Massac State Park on Saturday  
afternoon.

Mermet is one of six stops on the 
McKenzie ASA Pro/Am Tour. The 
Mermet stop is the Mathews Pro/Am 
Championship.

“We put on six (events) a year, 
holding one a month from February 
through July,” said Mike Terrell, pres-
ident of Archery Shooters Association 
(ASA) LLC. “This year, we’ll be ending 
in August at Fort Benning (in Geor-
gia) due to COVID. We start in the 
South at Foley, Alabama, and make our 

Mermet continues to provide right 
environment for tournament

Annual event attracts archers from over 20 states

From active  
bowhunters to 
those who love 
the challenge of 
archery, competi-
tors take aim at 
the prize during 
the Mermet stop 
of the McKenzie 
ASA Pro/Am Tour.

TERRA TEMPLE |  
The Planet

SEE SCHOOL/PAGE A4

SEE MERMET/PAGE A4

SEE FOURTH/PAGE A6

SEE LIVES/PAGE A5


