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Consolidated 
election to be 
held April 2

On April 2 voters in Massac County and all 
of Illinois will take part in consolidated elec-
tion. Positions for the City of Metropolis, the 
City of Brookport and the Village of Joppa 
will be on the ballot. The polls will be open 
from 6 a.m. to 7 p.m. A list of polling places 
for each precinct is available at the Massac 
County Clerk’s office at the courthouse.

In Metropolis four aldermen positions will 
be elected — one from each of four wards. In 
Brookport, aldermen will be elected for each 

Staff report

An investigation is underway into 
a suspicious fire, which occurred at 
1015 E. Eighth Street — an apart-
ment complex — early in the morn-
ing on March 15 in Metropolis leav-
ing six families without a home.

The Metropolis Fire Department 
was first dispatched to the apart-
ment complex on March 14 at 8:24 
p.m. to Apartment 2. In a news re-
lease sent out by Harry Masse, Me-
tropolis’ public safety director, the 
department was on the scene within 
four minutes.

The news release states the de-

partment found a couch on fire 
and was quickly extinguished. They 
cleared the scene at approximately 
9:13 p.m. The fire was contained to 
the couch area of an apartment that 
was supposed to be vacant accord-
ing to the manager.

Firefighters were again notified 
of a fire at the same location at ap-
proximately 12:52 a.m. This time, 
first responding firefighters advised 
that the entire roof was engulfed in 
flames. The complex consisted of 8 
units of which 6 were occupied. The 
building was a total loss.

According to Masse, there were 
no injuries. The Metropolis Fire 

Department called for mutual aid 
to fight the fire. Massac County, 
Brookport, Joppa and Paducah Fire 
departments assisted the Metropo-
lis Fire Department in battling the 
blaze. The Padcuah Fire Department 
brought one of its ladder trucks.

The Office of the Illinois State Fire 
Marshal was contacted and an ar-
son investigator was sent to assist in 
the investigation. This fire is being 
classified as suspicious in nature. 
According to Masse, the investiga-
tion is ongoing. A property search 
indicates the apartment complex is 
owned by Begums Limited Liability 
Co. of Kentucky.

8 apartments destroyed 
by an early morning fire

BY MICHELE LONGWORTH
reporter@metropolisplanet.com
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An apartment complex on E. Eighth St. is a 
complete loss after a fire early Friday morning.

All that remains after a fire engulfed 
this apartment complex, photo right.
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Brookport OKs 
statutes, says no 
on Court Money

Approval of ordinances highlighted the 
March 12 Brookport City Council meeting.

With the exception of Scott Martin, Ward 3, 
who was absent, all Brookport aldermen were 
in attendance.

The first item was to approve an extension 
for Ameren to operate and maintain the elec-
trical utility system in the City of Brookport, 
which passed unanimously.

An amendment to the rules and regulations 
for operation of the waterworks system was 
also passed unanimously.

The minimum monthly water bill for the 
first 1,000 gallons for a 5/8” or ¾” outlet me-
ter stayed the same at $23.64.

The 1” outlet meter was changed to $91.17 
and the larger outlet meter changed to $175.58 
for the first 1000 gallons. All usage over 1000 
is $7.88 per 1000 gallons.

The changes were actually corrections to the 
December 2018 ordinance, which listed the 
old rates instead of the new rates.

BY ANN DOUGLAS
anderatd@yahoo.com
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Open for business
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Cleanup efforts 
continue 
at Harrah’s 
Metropolis 
Casino after 
reopening on 
Tuesday at 11 
a.m. Due to 
the elevation of 
the Ohio River, 
the casino was 
forced to close 
for 29 days. The 
hotel remains 
closed at this 
time.

Massac County works to 
establish county website

A new Massac County gov-
ernment website will soon be 
available on the world wide 
web Massac County Clerk 
Hailey Miles hopes when it 
is up and running, people 
searching for Massac County 
will see the website and find 
the appropriate department 
they need so her office is not 
so inundated with phone 
calls.

Miles says right now when 

people search for Massac 
County typically the county 
clerk’s office is one of the first 
things to show up and her of-
fice gets a ton of calls. 

Miles hopes when the web-
site is active, it will be the first 
thing pops ups. The website 
is being developed by Meyer 
Creative Branding. 

Both Miles and Chris 
Thompson explained details 
about the website project to 
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IMPROVING THE SAFETY OF OUR COMMUNITY IS MY #1 GOAL!

ON TUESDAY, APRlL 2, VOTE FOR

JEREMY HOLLEY
ALDERMAN WARD 4

*Paid for by the candidate.


