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When Max Farmer graduated from 
Mississippi State University in 2018, 
it was with more than a doctorate in 
veterinary medicine.

His senior year he developed a love 
of reading that is turning into a sec-
ond career career as an author. Under 
the moniker Maxwell Farmer, he is 
now diving into his second series of 

LitRPG. The first two books of his 
first series are now available from 
Amazon.

The son of Scott and Angela Farm-
er, formerly of Metropolis but who 
live in Starkville, Mississippi, Dr. 
Farmer developed a love for storytell-
ing by listening.

“It started when I was a senior in 
vet school. It was by accident. I’d pur-
chased an Audible subscription and 

had completely forgotten about it,” 
he said. “I checked it and realized I 
was paying for it every month, so I 
might as well use it. I started listening 
to audiobooks and really loved it. I 
used it as a nice little stress relief and 
escape during my time of vet school. 
About two months before I graduated, 
I had decided: ‘I really enjoy this. I’d 
like to write a book of my own.’ That 
began my pursuit.”

Now, audiobooks serve as Farmer’s 
escape on his drive to and from work. 
Farmer and his wife Rachel live in La 
Crosse, Wisconsin, which he describes 
as “a river town like how Metropolis/
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the 
fifth in a series examining how 
local school districts are handling 
instruction in the era of COVID-19. 
The sixth story will appear in next 
week’s edition.

When Tom Walker became 
the director of technology for 

the Massac Unit 1 School Dis-
trict, he had two goals in mind: 
eliminate in-house services and 
servers and get better internet 
service to school buildings and 
the district office.

That foresight has provided a 
technology backbone that can 
better handle instruction in the 
era of COVID-19.

“We couldn’t have done this 

five years ago, even if we had 
unlimited sources of money,” he 
said of the current education sit-
uation.

•••
When COVID first hit the area 

in March, Walker said the dis-
trict’s big focus was the meal 
deliver y system followed by 
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At its Sept. 28 meeting, 
the Metropolis City Council 
approved observing Hallow-
een from 5-8 p.m. Oct. 31.

“I think this isn’t the best 
thing in the world,” Mayor 
Billy McDaniel said at the 
time. “I emphasize people just 
use common sense — if you 
have health issues that com-
prise you, do not turn your 
lights on, don’t let kids in your 
candy dish.”

So two weeks later, during 
Tuesday’s council meeting, 
which was held a day later 
due to the Columbus Day hol-
iday, McDaniel passed out 10 
simple guidelines for trick-or-
treating.

“Nobody likes ‘no.’ We’re 
making suggestions asking 
people to use good common 
sense. We’ve talked sever-
al times at this council about 
the children and what they’ve 
been through. I don’t think 
most of us as grown-ups 
understand the smaller things 
in a child’s life are things they 
look forward to. But I think 
we ought to be conscious of 
the things that are going on 
around us.”

He noted that Massac Coun-
ty’s COVID case count has 
risen by 100 in some 40 days 
— there were 30 on Aug. 28 
and 130 on Tuesday. Region 
5 remains at an orange warn-
ing level with 79 new cases 
repor ted over weekend, 51 
of them in Union County and 
one in Massac.

“We are asking people trick-
or-treat in their own vicinities 
and not overwhelm certain 
areas of the community,” he 

Unit 1 pre-planning saves tech 
headaches during pandemic 
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Tom Walker, Massac Unit 1 director of technology, sets up 
a Chromebook to be used by a student.

Vistra Joppa closure ‘will 
impact entire communities’

Planet file photo

The three smokestacks of Electric Energy Inc. have been part of the Massac County skyscape since the mid-1950s. The Jop-
pa-based coal-powered plant became fully operational on Aug. 5, 1955. Its current owner, Vistra Energy, has announced plans to 
close it by 2025 and convert it into an an energy storage facility.
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In a move to acceler-
ate its transition to clean 
power generation sources 
and advance efforts to sig-
nificantly reduce its car-
bon footprint, Vistra Ener-

gy announced earlier this 
month its plans to close coal 
plants in Ohio and Illinois, 
including the one in Joppa.

Known locally as Electric 
Energy Inc., the company that 
employs 115 people is expect-
ed to be retired, along with 

the Baldwin Power Plant, by 
2025 or sooner should eco-
nomic or other conditions dic-
tate. Vistra said its decision 
is based on the filing of the 
revised federal coal ash rule, 
known as the Coal Combus-
tion Residuals rule.

“I was saddened to learn 
of Vistra’s decision to retire 
the remainder of their fleet 
of coal-fired power plants 
throughout downstate and 
southern Illinois, knowing 

Decision was based on filing of Coal Combustion Residuals rule 

Dr. Farmer adds published author to resume 

Max Farmer shows the first of the many books he has hatching in his head. “Grim 
Beginnings” is the first in his “The Ashen Plane” series. The second, “Omens,” is also 
available on Amazon. The 2011 Massac County High School graduate, writing as 
Maxwell Farmer, is currently working on his second series of fantasy LitRPG books.
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City provides 
guidelines 

for observing 
Halloween
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