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Groceries for Good will be held Nov. 23
When people think of Thanksgiving, 

they associate it with families being 
together enjoying a wholesome meal, 
but for many families, putting food 
on the table is a day-to-day struggle. 
Those families in need often turn to lo-
cal food pantries for assistance. Those 
food pantries need to have shelves 
stocked and ready to assist.

The Metropolis Planet is join-
ing forces again this year with The 
Paducah Sun to sponsor the 27th an-
nual Groceries for Good, which will be 
held Saturday, Nov. 23. At last year’s 

event 726 bags of groceries were col-
lected in Massac County.

Area residents will have an opportu-
nity to help those who are in need and 
are hungry simply by buying a sack of 
groceries or donating money to Gro-

ceries for Good, which will be held at 
grocery stores in Metropolis from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Planet employees, along 
with local Girl Scouts and community 
volunteers, will be at Big John Grocery 
and Save-A-Lot.

The collected grocery items will be 
distributed to COPE Food Pantry, 
Hope Unlimited and Guardian Fam-
ily Services domestic abuse shelter in 
Metropolis.

Individuals may shop for non-per-
ishable items or donate money and 
the Girl Scout volunteers will purchase 
the needed items with the money.

Again this year, individuals who 
may be out of town or who are unable 
to get to the grocery store may send 
donations in advance of the event to 
The Metropolis Planet, 111 E. Fifth 
Street, Metropolis, IL 62960.
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A new home
The iconic sign welcoming tourists to the Home of Superman now has a new home of its own. Quint 
Utilities and Excavating removed the sign Friday from the Kotter Ready Mix property on East Fifth 
Street and moved it to property owned by the City of Metropolis at the corner of Fort Massac State 
Park. The sign will be recovered, and a parking area and path to the sign will be added giving tourists 
a better place to take photos.

Unity earns exemplary designation

On Oct. 30, the Illinois State 
Board of Education (ISBE) re-
leased the annual Illinois Report 
Card, which provides a detailed 
look at each school’s progress 
on academics, student success, 
school culture and climate and 
fi nancial investments.

There are a total of 3058 el-
ementary schools and 665 high 
schools in Illinois, and both 
school districts in Massac Coun-
ty did well this year, according to 
school superintendents.

One component of the School 
Report Card is the summative 

school designation — a descriptor 
of how well each school is meet-
ing the needs of all students. This 
designation is based on eight 
indicators of academic success 
and school quality. Each school 
receives one of four summative 

designations based on these in-
dicators: Lowest Performing, 
Underperforming, Commend-
able and Exemplary.

Unit One Superintendent 

BY MICHELE LONGWORTH
reporter@metropolisplanet.com

“All Massac Unit One schools demonstrated 
improvement over last year. Unity Elementary 
improved from a commendable designation 
last year to an exemplary designation 
this year.”

Jason Hayes, Unit One Superintendent

Please see SCHOOL | 8A

Honoring our veterans
Despite dropping 
temperatures and 
looming rainfall a 
small crowd of people 
gathered for the annual 
Metropolis Veterans 
Day service held 
Monday morning at 
Memorial Park. The 
American Heritage 
Girls and Boys Trail 
Life members, shown 
here, sang the National 
Anthem. Pastor John 
Kiehl of Faith Lutheran 
Church spoke on the 
importance of Veterans 
Day. The Metropolis Fire 
Department also hung 
its large flag for the 
ceremony.
MICHELE LONGWORTH | 
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Christian Outreach Program Emergency — oth-
erwise known to most people as COPE Food Pan-
try, is located at 1013 North Ave. and has provid-
ed food assistance to families and individuals for 
nearly 40 years.

COPE volunteer Bob Lingle explained how a pas-
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Gene Tilker, COPE president, is busy Wednesday 
morning stocking the shelves at COPE Food Pan-
try with bags of beans. Although the shelves are 
rather full at the moment, Tilker says COPE is 
always in need of more groceries and money. He 
said COPE plans to buy some turkeys to give out 
in a holiday meal box for families.

Please see COPE | 5A

Motion to cap the
number of police,
firefighters passes

The gallery of council chambers was full Tues-
day night at the Metropolis City Council meeting 
and most were there because of one motion on the 
agenda under the Police and Fire committee. Af-
ter reading aloud the policy to be adopted, Chuck 
Short, Ward 1 and chair of the Police and Fire com-
mittee, asked for a motion regarding the future hir-
ing within the police and fi re departments.

During an Oct. 31 Police and Fire committee 
meeting, aldermen were presented with a state-
ment from Public Safety Director Harry Masse re-
questing to keep a minimum of nine full-time fi re-
fi ghters to allow them to have two per shift. Masse 
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