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BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

The state’s economic climate 
continues to improve, a Univer-
sity of Kentucky economics pro-
fessor told lawmakers Wednes-
day, as more people enter the 
state’s workforce.

The state’s unemployment rate 
is lower than the national aver-
age, UK professor Michael W. 
Clark told members of the Gen-

eral Assembly’s interim commit-
tee on appropriations and reve-
nue.

Kentucky’s unemployment 
rate was 4.3% in August, the last 
date for which statistics were 
available. According to the Edu-
cation and Workforce Develop-
ment Cabinet, the nation’s unem-
ployment rate in August was 
5.4%.

“We are seeing some peo-

ple coming back into the labor 
force,” Clark told lawmakers. “... 
The people coming back 
into the labor force are 
finding jobs, and that’s 
not surprising.

“You have a lot of 
employers struggling to 
find workers.”

Overall workforce par-
ticipation in Kentucky is 
at 56.4%, which is lower 
than the national average, Clark 
said.

Kentucky lost 295,000 jobs 
in the first two months of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and while 

employers are hiring, some 
industries have not returned to 

pre-pandemic employ-
ment levels. For exam-
ple, employment levels in 
the leisure and hospitali-
ty industry is down 16.2% 
from its pre-pandemic 
level.

Clark said the delta 
variant likely played a 
role, as people concerned 

about the variant stayed home, 
meaning fewer hospitality work-
ers were needed.

Also, some businesses in the 
hospitality industry “can’t find 

workers who are willing to 
work,” Clark said.

Businesses are hiring.
“Over the last few months, job 

openings have increased sub-
stantially,” Clark said.

Hiring has increased, but the 
rate of hiring is not keeping pace 
with the number of open jobs 
being posted, Clark said.

“While employment is improv-
ing, we are still seeing these 
labor market issues, where firms 
are struggling” to hire, Clark 
said.

Economist: State’s employment rate improving
UK professor says employers struggling 

to hire, inflation increase temporary

Mike Clark

BY KELLY FARRELL
KFARRELL@PADUCAHSUN.COM

BAYOU — When visitors stop 
by “Bayou Bluff Bales” in Liv-
ingston County for some fall fun, 
they will see the usual suspects 
of the Halloween season — such 
as a vampire, a black spider, and 
a ghost — along with tributes to 
several legendary musicians and 
the community, on a row of deco-
rated straw bales.

However, five bales, in partic-
ular, mean the most this year. 
They join together to form a 
simple, but impor tant mes-

sage: “A COVID survivor lives 
here. Thanks to: Baptist Health 
Paducah and Continue Care and 
most of all, Jesus.”

The COVID-19 survivor is Jeff 
McGrew, a Livingston County 
farmer who lives next door to 
Sonya and Michael Williams, and 
their sons Drew and Ty. The two 

families collaborate every year to 
put on Bayou Bluff Bales, as the 
McGrews supply the round bales 
for the display, and the William-
ses spray paint these bales and 
host visitors on their property for 
the annual fall tradition.

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

The sponsor of a medical marijuana 
bill expected to be filed for next year’s 
General Assembly session urged law-
makers Thursday to 
bring the bill before 
the full House and Sen-
ate for a vote.

If that happened, 
Rep. Jason Nemes 
told members of the 
interim judiciary com-
mittee in Frankfor t, 
the bill is cer tain to 
become law. A medical 
cannabis bill sponsored by Nemes in 
the 2020 session passed the House, 
but died when the session was cut 
short by the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Committee members discussed 
Nemes’ bill and heard from a support-
er, who said his use of marijuana for 
pain, resulting from an autoimmune 
disorder and a wreck that left him 
without the use of his arms and legs, 
essentially makes him a criminal in 
Kentucky. Meanwhile, a researcher 
with the University of Kentucky who 
has studied marijuana urged lawmak-
ers to not pass a medical cannabis 
bill until there is more information 
available.

Nemes, a Louisville Republican, 
told committee members he became a 
supporter of making medical cannabis 
legal after talking to constituents who 
struggled with medical issues.

“When I ran for office, I was against 
medical marijuana,” Nemes said. But 
after looking into the subject, “I know, 
beyond a shadow of a doubt, and so 
does everyone up there (on the com-
mittee), that it helps people.”

Nemes said the bill “is the most 
responsible bill,” and that numerous 
revisions were made to meet the con-
cerns of lawmakers.

Pending 
medical 

marijuana bill 
discussed by 
lawmakers

Measure passed House 
in 2020 before pandemic 

cut session short

Rep. Jason 
Nemes

BY GINA CLEAR
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

It was no small feat and now 
a local landmark is part of 
the Guinness Book of World 
Records.

What star ted as a sharp 
idea in 2017 has turned into a 
crowning moment for Red Hill 
Cutlery and its owners, Lon-
nie, Jason and Josh Basham.

The company has received 
confirmation that it does 
indeed own the world’s largest 
pocketknife at 34 feet, 6 inch-
es. The business will hold a 
formal celebration next week.

“It means a lot for us,” Jason 
said. “It gives us an identity 
that sets us apart from any 

other knife store of its kind. 
No other knife store can boast 
that they have something like 
this.”

“It puts Radcliff on the map,” 
Josh said.

The idea started when the 
family began building a new 
location for Red Hill Cutlery 
and its American Pocketknife 
Museum off Joe Prather High-
way in Radcliff.

“It started with just talking,” 
Lonnie said. “Jason was think-
ing of a way to bring people 
into the Radcliff area and into 
our store.”

Lonnie said ideas were 
tossed around, but then 
moved to a discussion about 
the world’s largest rocking 
chair until Jason suggested 
something more in line with 
their products.

Guinness confirms world record in Radcliff
Red Hill Cutlery 

will celebrate 
honor next week

Photos by GINA CLEAR/The News-Enterprise

Josh, Lonnie and Jason Basham hold a certificate from Guinness Book of World Records to recognize the world’s largest pocketknife 
that sits outside the family’s business, Red Hill Cutlery in Radcliff. A celebration of the honor is scheduled for Oct. 13.

Josh, Lonnie and Jason Basham hold a framed certificate from 
Guinness Book of World Records verifying the world’s largest 

pocketknife can be found at Red Hill Cutlery in Radcliff.

Event returns to Livingston County 
for October with a special tribute

Sonya and Michael Williams (pictured third and fourth from left) pose 
with their sons, Ty and Drew, near an Elvis Presley-inspired straw bales 

display at the third annual “Bayou Bluff Bales” at 741 McMurray Road 
in Livingston County. The displays are open to the public. 
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