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P A X T O N  M E D I A  G R O U P

SAFE AT HOME

Former baseball star Gaynor 
relishes return to roots.
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S P o R T S I N d E X

BY CHRISTIE NETHERTON
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

In the latest edition of the 
“Kids Count Data Book,” Ken-
tucky ranks 37th in the nation 
in overall child well-being.

“Kids Count” is a project of the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation and 
a premier source of data on chil-
dren and families. Each year, the 
Foundation produces a compre-
hensive report that assesses child 
well-being in the United States.

The Annie E. Casey Founda-
tion works to creates a bright-
er future for the nation’s chil-
dren by developing solutions to 
strengthen families, build paths 
to economic opportunity and 
transform struggling commu-
nities into safer and healthier 
places to live, work and grow.

Data in the “2021 Kids Count 
Data Book” was collected 
between March, 2020 to March, 
2021.

The book measures data 
among states across four 
domains — economic well-be-
ing, education, health and fami-
ly and community context — to 
determine overall child well-be-
ing for each state.

Kentucky ranks 37th in over-
all child well-being, 40th in eco-
nomic well-being, 30th in educa-
tion, 35th in health and 43rd in 
family and community context.

According to the Kentucky 
Youth Advocates, while Kentucky 
was making measurable progress 
prior to the pandemic, child and 
family well-being overall has been 
jeopardized by COVID-19.

“Though the commonwealth 
made progress on a number of 
indicators of child well-being 
between 2010 and 2019, rank-
ings show we are not making 
progress as quickly as other 
states — and that progress is in 
jeopardy unless federal and state 
policymakers act boldly to sus-
tain the beginnings of pandemic 
recovery efforts,” said Dr. Terry 
Brooks, executive director of 
Kentucky Youth Advocates.

Additionally, Brooks said the 
pandemic has also had dispro-
portionate impacts on families 
of color.

“At all times, but particular-
ly during a crisis, every child 
needs food, health care and safe 
and stable housing,” said Lisa 
Hamilton, president and CEO 
of the Annie E. Casey Founda-
tion, in the data book. “Millions 
of households with children 
already lacked these necessi-
ties before the pandemic, and 
this economic and public health 
catastrophe brought millions 
more face-to-face with chal-
lenges ranging from lost health 
insurance and bare pantries to 
the threat of homelessness due 
to eviction or foreclosure.”

‘Kids 
Count’: 

State 37th 
in child 

well-being

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

Several new criminal justice 
laws passed this year by state 
lawmakers will go into ef fect 
this week, with the laws chang-
ing the way crimes such as 
theft, failure to pay child sup-
port and possession of child 
pornography are handled and 
prosecuted.

The Genera l  Assembly 
passed a number of criminal 
justice laws during the 2021 
session, including House Bill 

254, which rais-
es the penalty 
for possession of 
material depict-
ing  a  sexua l 
performance by 
a minor under 
12 years of age 
from a Class D 
felony to a Class C felony.

Distribution of child pornog-
raphy also becomes a Class C 
felony if the child is under 12 
on the first offense. Any future 
offenses are Class B felonies.

A Class C felo-
ny carries a pen-
alty of five to 10 
years in prison.

“I ver y much 
appreciate they 
are doing some-
thing to attempt 
to  curb chi ld 

pornography,” Daviess Coun-
ty Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Bruce Kuegel said. “...These 
victims are less than 12 years 
of age. “I wouldn’t have any 
trouble it went all the way to 

a B” felony.
House Bill 402 raises the 

dollar amount a person much 
be behind in child support pay-
ments before being charged 
with flagrant non-suppor t, 
which is a Class D felony. Cur-
rently, a person can be charged 
with flagrant non-suppor t if 
they are $1,000 behind in child 
suppor t payments.  House 
Bill 402 raises the amount to 
$2,500.

New state criminal justice 
laws to take effect on Tuesday

Bruce Kuegel Claud Porter

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN.COM

G R A N D  R I V E R S

T
roopers from Kentucky 
State Police Post 1 in 
Hickory, family and 

friends turned out Wednesday 
to pay homage to Eric 

Chrisman, a 
trooper who 
died in a 
collision with 
a semi while 
on duty on that 
date in 2015. He 
was 23.

State police 
stopped traffic 

in both directions for the 
10-minute service.

There is a marker and a 
flagpole at the site where 
Chrisman died on U.S. 62 on 
the east side of the Kentucky 
Dam bridge in Livingston 
County, where an annual 
memorial ceremony takes 
place each June 23.

Chrisman graduated from 
the KSP Academy Class 92 
in January 2015 and worked 
out of Post 1, where he was 
assigned to Lyon County. He 
was responding to a complaint 
of a reckless driver and was 
driving westbound when 
authorities said he failed to 
negotiate a turn, lost control 
of the vehicle and crossed 
into the path of a 2015 
Freightliner semi traveling 
eastbound.

Ky. Highway 326 in 
Anderson County, his home 
county, was renamed the 
Trooper Eric K. Chrisman 
Memorial Highway in his 
honor in November 2016.

In Wednesday’s ceremony, 
Troopers Derral Redwine 
and Will Propes placed a 
wreath at the site marker and 
Ronnie Payton played taps as 
troopers from Post 1 saluted 
Chrisman’s memory.

Maj. Janet Barnett (ret.) 
was the Post 1 commander 
when Chrisman served there.

“I think it’s important 
for the troopers and the 
Chrisman family to know 

that we honor Eric today and 
every day with the service we 
provide,” she said. “He was 
an important part of our post. 
He wasn’t with us very long, 
but he did have an impact on 
everyone’s life that he came 
in contact with.

“(This ceremony) is a way 

we honor his memory, and 
the members of his family 
and his community know that 
no matter how much time 
passes, he’s always going to 
be honored for his sacrifice. 
I drive by here often during 
my travels, and I’m always 
humbled by the way he 

lived his life and served his 
community.”

Chrisman’s parents, Randy 
and Dawn, were on hand for 
the ceremony and spoke of 
the pride they had for their 
son’s service.

Ceremony honors fallen trooper

Senior Troopers Derral Redwine (left) and Will Propes carry a wreath in a memorial ceremony Wednes-
day to the marker at the site of Trooper Eric Chrisman’s fatal 2015 collision. Senior Trooper Adam Jones 
accompanies the wreath detail.

Troopers from 
Kentucky State 
Police Post 1 in 
Hickory salute 
the memory of 
Trooper Eric 
Chrisman, who 
died in a colli-
sion in Living-
ston County in 
2015 while on 
duty, during a 
memorial cere-
mony Wednes-
day at the site.
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Eric Chrisman

BY TAYLOR DUKE
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

The 2021 Week of the Eagles, 
a celebration of the legacy and 
heritage of the 101st Airborne 
Division (Air Assault), has con-
cluded on Fort Campbell.

The week long event included 
many activities across base to com-
memorate, celebrate and boost 
friendly competition in the 101st.

During this year’s festivities, 

Division officials also celebrated 
the 30th anniversary of Opera-
tion Desert Storm.

Fort Campbell welcomed com-
munity members, veterans and 
family members to celebrate 
during the week’s events.

Here are some of the events 
that took place during Week of 
the Eagles:

• Boot Display Opening Cere-
mony at the 101st Airborne Divi-

sion headquarters. Individual 
combat boots were placed on the 
ground to represent fallen ser-
vice members since 9/11

• Run for the Fallen commem-
orating those who passed away 
in the line of duty. The run route 
passed several memorials on the 
installation and highlighted the 
Boot Display.

Fort Campbell’s 2021 Week of the Eagles celebration concludes

Commanding General of the 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) and Fort Camp-
bell, Maj. Gen. JP McGee congratulates veterans and soldiers of the 101st on their 
jumps out of the aircraft during the Air Assault Demonstration on June 22.

Photo by Taylor Duke//New Era staff writer
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