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Beshear critics vow to work
with him to fight pandemic
BY BRUCE SCHREINER
ASSOCIATED PRESS

FRANKFORT — Top Republican lawmakers are promising to
work with Kentucky Gov. Andy
Beshear to fight COVID-19 after
a court ruling cleared the way for
new limits on the Democratic governor’s emergency powers.
Beshear’s allies said they’ll be
watching to see if the governor’s
critics follow through.

Kentucky Republicans cheered
the state Supreme Court ruling
Saturday. The ruling ordered a
lower court to dissolve an injunction that for months had blocked
the GOP-backed laws. It comes
as the highly contagious delta
variant drives up coronavir us
cases and hospitalizations in Kentucky.
The court’s decision “signals it
is time for the Republican lead-

ership to publicly put forth their
plan to protect the commonwealth
from this pandemic and the deadly delta variant,” said Rep. Joni
Jenkins and Sen. Morgan McGarvey, the top Democrats in the Kentucky House and Senate.
AP Photo/Timothy D. Easley
“We know what they don’t suppor t; show us your plan,” they Gov. Andy Beshear speaks to reporters April 7 at the State Capitol in
added.
Frankfort. The governor’s efforts to aggressively combat COVID-19
suffered a landmark legal defeat Saturday as the state’s high court
SEE CRITICS/PAGE A2
cleared the way for new laws to rein in his emergency powers.

COVID-19
surge
expected
to continue

‘BE KIND’
Chamber
reminding
customers to
show patience
with campaign

BY CHRISTIE NETHERTON
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

extra hard to still get the job
done, and sometimes people don’t
understand that and get angry,
she said.
“Sometimes I think it is not us,
it is just something personal they
are going through, and they lash
out,” said Seaton. “I think that we
also overreact when they lash out
because we are frustrated. We are
trying really hard to please people
and when they do that, it ruins
your day.”
She said the Be Kind signs are
a good way to remind people that
kindness is always important.

Kentucky health care experts say
the surge in COVID-19 cases due to
the delta variant could escalate for
two to three months if there is no
change in behaviors to mitigate the
spread of the virus.
Locally, COVID-19 cases continue to surge, according to information from the Green River District Health Department, with 766
new cases reported for the region
during a three-day period between
Aug. 17-19.
The incidence rate for Daviess
County currently sits at an average
of 70.8 new cases per day per a population of 100,000.
In Tuesday’s repor t from the
health depar tment, the average
was 65.
“It is incredibly high,” said Public
Health Director Clay Horton. “In
Kentucky, we consider a county to
be at a critical level of transmission
… at 25 cases per 100,000 population a day.”
Additionally, Owensboro Health
noted an increase in hospitalizations
related to the virus, with 43 COVID19 patients in the hospital Friday.
OH Marketing Director Brian
Hamby said it would be the second day in a row the hospital has
housed more than 40 patients related to the virus.
Additionally, the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce held a webinar
with several statewide healthcare
professionals Friday to discuss the
state of COVID-19 in Kentucky, the
delta variant and vaccinations.
Dr. Fadi Al Akhrass, medical
director of infectious disease at
Pikeville Medical Center, said
healthcare experts have seen a significant increase in transmissibility
with the delta variant, anticipating
infected individuals to spread the
virus to at least eight other individuals, who then are expected to spread
it to another eight individuals, each.
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BY JODI CAMP
REPORTER
JCAMP@THE-MESSENGER.COM

T

he stresses of COVID-19
have impacted ever yone
in one way or another. For
business owners, the struggle
to just keep the lights on has
been a real issue. Add in the
continuing search
to find employees
on top of the
surging delta
variant, and stress
levels for many
have reached a
boiling point.
With that
Libby
in mind, the
Spencer
Hopkins County
Regional Chamber of Commerce
is reminding customers to
demonstrate patience and grace
with its “Be Kind” campaign.
Chamber President Libby
Spencer said she saw the Be
Kind information circulating on a
national level and thought it would
be a great opportunity to bring
that message locally.
“I think everyone knows that
our businesses are understaffed,
and I think we just have to bring
patience,” she said.
The Chamber is encouraging
members and non-members to
print out the Be Kind signs and
post them around the business for
customers to read.
Dairy Queen Manager Glenda
Seaton said the campaign is a
good idea and took two signs, one
to hang up at the counter and one
to put at the drive-thru window.
“People are overwhelmed with
what is going on in the world
today, and it is just good to be
kind to people,” she said.
As an understaffed restaurant,
the employees are having to work

Above: Glenda Seaton, manager at
the Madisonville Dairy Queen, places the Be Kind sign on the drive-thru window and put one on the cash
register in the restaurant for people
to see and remember to be kind.
Right: Madisonville Dairy Queen
Manager Glenda Seaton puts tape
on the back of a Hopkins County
Regional Chamber of Commerce Be
Kind sign to place in the restaurant.
Jodi Camp/The Messenger

Church to help new mothers with Citywide Baby Shower event
BY HANNAH SAAD
HSAAD@PADUCAHSUN.COM

It takes a village to raise
a child. Members of New
Greater Love Church’s women’s ministr y are putting on
an event they hope will help
expecting and new mothers
take their first steps on their
journey into motherhood.
New Greater Love Church
will be throwing a Citywide
Baby Shower at Bob Noble
Park this Satur day fr om
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The event
is geared toward expecting
mothers, new mothers and

mothers of toddlers who are
in need of child care supplies
and who are looking for child
care tips and tricks to help
them along their journey into
parenthood.
Jeana Haynes, a minister with New Greater Love
Church, said this year’s baby
shower is taking a dif ferent
approach than in years past.
This year, mothers attending
the baby shower will go to different vendors, who will have
booths set up at the park, and
receive educational materials.
Once mothers show they have

New Greater Love Church will be raffling off a stroller
at its Citywide Baby Shower on Saturday at Noble Park.
JEANA HAYNES | For The Sun
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gone to all the booths, they
are then eligible to get a gift
basket. The mothers can also
enter a raf fle and win some
prizes and giveaways such as
gift cards from local businesses, a stroller or a pack-n-play.
“This is going to be more of
an educational baby shower,”
Haynes said.
Expecting mothers and
new mothers who attend the
baby shower will receive a gift
basket filled with necessar y
baby supplies like diapers and
onesies as well as some items
for the moms, like lotion and
body wash. Mothers of toddlers can also attend the baby
shower and pick up some
supplies for their children.
Haynes said the church was
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putting together 30 gift baskets.
The event, like a lot of baby
showers, will also feature
baby-themed games for mothers-to-be and other attendees
to par ticipate in. There also
will be representatives from
the Paducah Police Depar tment, McCracken County Sherif f ’s Of fice and the
Paducah Fire Depar tment
there to meet some of the
children who tag along to the
baby shower, Haynes said.
Haynes said the annual
event began more than five
years ago when the church’s
pastor, LaRita Hor ton, first
came to the chur ch and
SEE BABY/PAGE A2
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