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Monday night’s Massac 
Unit One School Board meet-
ing involved a lot of impor-
tant conversations regarding 
health life safety issues, pend-
ing state legislation, what the 
district should do about its 
aging buildings and a change 

in the delivery of instruction 
at Metropolis Elementary 
School.

The meeting began with 
a public hearing concerning 
the intent of the board to is-
sue $8.3 million in School 

Fire Prevention and Safety 
Bonds to finance certain capi-
tal projects in and for the dis-
trict.

Tim King, financial consul-
tant of Kings Financial Con-
sulting Inc., discussed the 

district’s bonding capacity for 
the potential $8.3 million of 
repairs identified in the re-
cent health life safety surveys.

King alluded to a possible 
capital bill, which there is 
a lot of talk about — which 

could come in the near future.
His recommendation was 

to add a year to the district’s 
bonds in order to wait and see 
if a capital spending bill does 
materialize from the state.

Later in the meeting Mas-
sac Unit One Superintendent 
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Unit One board discusses the future

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Lock 
and Dam 52 at Brookport was on the 
agenda for the special called meeting 
held May 15.

Scott Garrett, member of the Massac-
Metropolis Port District and a lifelong 
resident of Brookport, spoke to the coun-
cil about the letter of intent for owner-
ship of the dam site once released from 
federal government possession.

According to the Federal Property and 
Administrative Services Act of 1949 and 
Army regulations, surplus property is 
first offered to the Department of De-
fense. If no interest, the General Services 
Administration (GSA) acts as the dispos-
al agency screening the property through 
all other federal agencies.

Once they have declined the property, 
the U.S. Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development is next in line to decide 
if they have need and will screen home-
less providers.

Next, state and local governments 
are given the option. If still no interest, 
the GSA may dispose of the property by 
competitive or negotiated sale.

According to Garrett, this is a long pro-
cess and now that the Olmsted Dam is 
operational, steps are in motion.

Both the Massac-Metropolis Port Dis-
trict and the City of Brookport have sent 
letters of intent to the State of Illinois.

Garrett, as the landowner surrounding 
the dam, has signed a release and waiver 
to forego any right to acquire the proper-
ty to assure the council he does not have 
ulterior motives other than to promote 
economic benefits to Brookport and the 
surrounding area.

The port district board, established in 
2009, is composed of seven individuals. 
Three members are appointed by the 
mayors of Brookport, Joppa and Me-
tropolis and four were appointed by then 

BY ANN DOUGLAS
anderatd@yahoo.com

Special meeting
addresses Lock 

and Dam 52 
property

When Hope Unlimited’s retail store, Hope’s 
Closet, re-opened this week, it was transformed 
after receiving an extreme store makeover — La-
Veau edition.

A little over six months ago, when teenager 
Macy LaVeau, of Metropolis, a member of Ameri-
can Heritage Girls Troop IL1230, was searching 
for a project to earn the American Heritage Girls’ 
Stars and Stripes Award, she went around to vari-
ous local charities, asking if there was a project 
she could do.

Through her search for a project, she ended up 
at Metropolis’ Hope Unlimited. According to La-
Veau, when she met with Hope Unlimited Center 
Director Bonnie Tebelak, she told her, “I’ve got a 
big project for you.”

“It was us and two other nonprofit places that 
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LaVeau helps transform Hope’s Closet

Civil War General John 
A. Logan is credited with 
creating what we know 
today as Memorial Day, 
according to the executive 
director of the museum 
in Murphysboro, Illinois, 
that is dedicated to him.

Logan was born Feb. 9, 
1826 in Jackson County, 
Illinois, on family prop-
erty that became a part of 
the City of Murphysboro 
in 1843.

“General Logan found-
ed Memorial Day as a 
national holiday,” said P. 

Michael Jones, executive 
director of the General 
John A. Logan Museum. 

“He did that when he 
issued General Order 
Number 11 on May 5, 
1868, as commander-in-
chief of the Grand Army of 
the Republic, sometimes 
referred to as the GAR.”

Jones said several cities 
have claimed to be the 
first to observe Memorial 
Day – or Decoration Day, 
as it was called after the 
Civil War.

“The question is not 
who started the Memorial 
Day we have today, it was 
John A. Logan,” Jones 
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Civil War general from Illinois 
considered creator of Memorial Day

U.S. Sen. Tammy Duck-
worth spends Memorial 
Day honoring her friends in 
the military who have fallen 
and the heroic soldiers who 
kept her from numbering 
among the dead.

“Memorial Day is a day 
to honor our heroic dead,” 
said Duckworth, the junior 
senator from Illinois. 
“People often confuse Vet-
erans Day with Memorial 
Day. Veterans Day is when 

we thank our veterans for 
their service and Memorial 
Day is specifically to honor 
the fallen.”

Duckworth retired from 
military service in 2014 
with the rank of lieuten-
ant colonel after serving 23 
years. She flew Black Hawk 
helicopter combat missions 
during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom and was awarded 
the Purple Heart.

Deployed to Iraq in 2004, 
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Tammy Duckworth: ‘I think 
every Memorial Day about the 

guys from Illinois that never 
made it home’
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Macy LaVeau, right, along with the American Heritage Girls and Boys troops, family and friends pitch in on 
May 17 to begin the redesign of Hope Unlimited’s Hope’s Closet thrift store, located at 305 Lincoln Street. 
LaVeau and volunteers worked all day Friday, Saturday and Sunday to complete the project, which was spear-
headed by LaVeau in an effort to receive the Stars and Stripes Award.

Board members hear details of a change at MES
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A newly transformed Hope’s Closet was open for business 
Monday, featuring new shelving and straight-line racks, 
which will help the community to see everything in the 
store better.Please see HOPE’S | 7A


