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Following some hes-
itation Monday night, 
J o p p a - M a p l e  G r o v e 
board member Chris 
McGinness finally put 
a motion on the floor 
to consider a contract 
extension for Terri Wad-
dell, who is currently 
the principal of both 
Joppa High School and 
Maple Grove Elementa-
ry.

During roll call, the 
only yes votes came 
from Denise Myers and 
Danny Burnett. McGin-
ness, Peggy McNeill, 
Gail Stubblefield, Stac-
ey Reames and Board 
Chairman Kevin Castle-
man all voted no to the 
contract extension.

Waddell has ser ved 
as principal  for  the 
school district since July 
27, 2017. She replaced 
Landon Sommer who 
left to accept the super-
intendent position at 
Century Unit 100 school 
district. Waddell’s cur-
rent contract ends June 
30.

Superintendent Dr. 
V ickie Ar tman, who 
h a d  r e c o m m e n d e d 
reemployment of Wad-
dell, declined comment 
on the board’s vote.

D u r i n g  A r t m a n ’ s 
superintendent report, 
the board approved the 
2020-21 school calendar. 

Opening day for stu-
dents will be Monday, 
Aug. 12, and the last day 
of school pending no 
snow days, will be Mon-
day, May 18.

T h e  b o a r d  a l s o 
approved graduation 
dates for the 2019-20 
school year. The high 
school graduation will 
be Friday, May 8, and 
the junior high gradu-
ation will be Tuesday, 
May 12.

Artman also informed 
the board of an upcom-
i n g  v i s i t  f r o m  t h e 
Regional Office of Edu-
cation (ROE) that was 
held Wednesday. Every 
two years  the  ROE 
makes site visi ts  to 
review policies, mandat-
ed trainings, mandated 
units of study, review 
bus dr ivers ,  annual 
school safety repor ts 
and other school docu-
ments.

IN OTHER BUSINESS

• Approved the Janu-
ary meeting minutes.

• Approved financial 
reports, activity funds, 
bills and payroll.

•  A p p o i n t e d  t h e 
superintendent to pre-
pare the budget.

• Approved a holiday 
waiver resolution for 
the 2020-21 school year.

•  H e l d  a  s e c o n d 

Principal’s 
contract not 

extended
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About 165 people were present for Southern Pride Senior Program’s first ever Glo 
Bingo event held Feb. 21 at Metropolis Community Center. Southern Pride Senior 
Program operates in five counties — Johnson, Union, Pulaski, Alexander and Mas-
sac counties — and provides funding to Happy Hearts Senior Center. Southern 
Pride received $2,000 from the event, which will be used for the organization’s 
operating costs.

BINGO TIME!
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Massac Unit One school 
board members got their first 
look at a possible new elemen-
tary school at Monday night’s 
board meeting, where Ryan 
Dodd, project manager from 
Baysinger Architects in Mar-
ion distributed project books 
and went over the design of a 
building.

The building would be large 
enough to accommodate stu-
dents from Franklin, Jefferson 
and Unity Elementary schools 
and would also house a sepa-
rate administration wing, with a 
separate entrance.

The proposed design would 
have a safe room in the event 
of a natural disaster such as a 
tornado or in a situation of an 
active shooter.

There would be an 800 
seat auditorium and a 1000 
seat gym. Dodd said it would 

accommodate the needs of the 
district while going beyond that 
to give the district some wants.

The proposed location being 
looked at is just northwest of 
Massac County High School 
and west of Massac Junior 
High School. The proposed 
cost for the 40 acres of land is 
$500,000 or roughly $12,500 
per acre.

According to Dodd, the back 
of the book contains the sur-
vey information taken from the 
teachers. In total, they received 
feedback from 88 staf f mem-
bers.

The total square footage will 
be 146,605 and the total cost 
the elementar y building is 
estimated at $39 million. But, 

Architect Michael Baysinger 
said he had just learned the 
Capital Development Board has 
increased the percentage paid 
by the state. In the past, the 
projects were funded at 75%. 
Now, the projects would be 
funded at 87%, leaving the dis-
trict responsible for paying 13% 
of the project.

That would leave a cost to 
the district of only $5 million.

There was brief discussion 
among the board that Unit 
One has $19 million in bonds. 
Superintendent Jason Hayes 
said the district could sell 
around $15 million in bonds, 
without using any tax dollars.

Unit One hears details of 
proposed new elementary school
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Project Manager Ryan Dodd gives a presentation to the Unit One school board showing plans for a new 
county-wide elementary school.
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Brookport City Coun-
cil held a mandatory 
meeting with the fire 
depar tment on Feb. 
18 and discussion was 
held on several matters 
brought to the attention 
of Brookport Mayor 
Tami Wessel by the 
city’s insurance compa-
ny.

One of the first items 
discussed was that city 
hall has no photo record 
of any volunteers or 
their drivers licenses. 
To remedy the situa-
tion, the city will require 
a photo identification, 
which all firefighters 
should have on them. A 

copy will be kept in city 
hall.

An ordinance will be 
modified to show volun-
teers must have proof 
of car insurance and a 
valid driver’s license, 
in case of an accident 
while en route or return-
ing from a call. Fire 
Chief Bill Copley will 
present the new hires to 
open council after rec-
ommendation. Driving 
records will be request-
ed from the department 
of motor vehicles.

An inventory of all 
tools and equipment 
will be kept on file with 
serial numbers. The 
department has recent-
ly received numerous 

donations of equipment 
and must show account-
ability.

There was discussion 
on uniforms and having 
names on the back of 
jackets and front of hel-
mets revealed this is a 
safety issue, not an ‘ego 
trip.’ During a fire, the 
gear worn contributes 
to identification prob-
lems when warning of 
a hazardous event. Hav-
ing the names displayed 
is helpful, and can be 
attached with Velcro or 
snaps to allow changing 
names as needed.

The city officials said 
they would also like 

Meeting with Brookport 
volunteer firefighters held

The building would be large enough to accommodate 
students from Franklin, Jefferson and Unity Elementary 
schools and would also house a separate administration 
wing, with a separate entrance.
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SPRING

Bar-B-Que
REBUILDINGFUNDRAISER

Benefit for Macedonia Free Will Baptist Church • Brownfield, IL
Donations Will Be Graciously Accepted.

April 11, 2020 • 9 a.m.
Bar-B-Que Pork $9.00/Pound.

Pre-Paid Orders Till March 20, 2020

CALL AHEAD ORDER:
Rodney Crim (618-638-4625) • Norman Hill (618-518-9189)
Benny Heady (270-217-0062) • Paula Crim (618-878-9676)


