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“Candlelight service on 
Christmas Eve.”

— KIM COCKREL LILLIE

“Breakfast.” 
— KEVIN OGLE

“Family and the grandkid’s 
excitement.” 

— LESLIE PEEBLES

“Going to candlelight 
service with the family on 
Christmas Eve.” 

— KAY FOSS MANLEY

“Being with family.” 
— BARBARA EVITTS BENDER

“Clapping for each other’s 
presents.” 

— ANGIE HUMPHRIES

“Open presents from family 
on Christmas Eve and Santa’s 
on Christmas morning.” 

— CHRIS & ROBIN JOHNSON

Christmas Day is quickly 
approaching and as Santa Claus 
makes his final preparations for 
his trip around the world, he will 
make time in his busy schedule 
to visit Metropolis the next two 
Saturdays.

Parents take note, Santa can be 
found on Market Street in Santa’s 
Cottage, which will be located 
in the alley near the former 
Humma’s Drug Store building. 
He will be on hand from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. this Saturday, Dec. 14 
and on Saturday, Dec. 21 to listen 
to all the children’s Christmas 
lists. 

Of course, whether they end up 
with everything they have asked 
for will be up to the jolly old elf, 
as he does know who has been 
naughty or nice this year.

Santa’s Cottage is being 
sponsored by the Market Street 
businesses.

Staff Report

Being a police officer or a fire-
fighter is never an ordinary job, and 
many times they have to do extraor-
dinary things. Six police officers and 
one firefighter were honored Mon-
day night at the Metropolis City 

Council meeting for going above 
and beyond their normal job de-
scriptions in the line of duty.

Chief Dan Ryan with the Illinois 
Association of Chiefs of Police was 
in attendance to present several 
Lifesaving Awards.

Officer Jim Corry, Sergeant Bruce 

Laird and Officer Michael Hamilton 
were presented Lifesaving Awards 
for saving the life of a man who had 
slit his wrists. They were dispatched 
to his home because he was armed 
with a knife and threatening to stab 

Honor: Lifesaving awards 
given at council meeting

BY AREIA HATHCOCK
ahathcock@metropolisplanet.com
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Officer Jim Corry and Sergeant Bruce Laird were presented Lifesaving 
Awards from the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police. From left are, Metrop-
olis Public Safety Director Harry Masse, Corry, Laird and IACP Chief Dan Ryan.

Officer Nick Holland was 
presented a Lifesaving Award 
by Public Safety Director Harry 
Masse. From left are, Masse, 
Holland and Mayor Billy 
McDaniel.

Sergeant Carl Manley was presented a Lifesaving Award 
from the Illinois Association of Chiefs of Police. From left 
are, Metropolis Public Safety Director Harry Masse, Man-
ley, Mayor Billy McDaniel and IACP Chief Dan Ryan.

Metropolis Firefighter Captain Micah Tolbert was pre-
sented a Lifesaving Award by Metropolis Public Safety 
Director Harry Masse. From left are, Masse, Tolbert, 
Cole Tolbert and Metropolis Mayor Billy McDaniel.

Please see AWARDS | 8A

MCHS Giving
Tree provides
warm clothing

Massac County High School 
(MCHS) senior Julian Russell 
has seen some 
of his fellow 
students, and 
even some 
former stu-
dents who 
have gradu-
ated, who have 
not had warm 
clothing in the 
wintertime.

For those 
reasons, Russell said he came 
up with the idea of a Giving 
Tree. He went to his mother, 
Julie Russell with the idea, 
and she told him it sounded 
like a fabulous idea.

She told him he would have 
to ask for permission, and in 
late October Julian Russell 
approached MCHS Principal 
Parker Windhorst about the 
Giving Tree. Windhorst said 
he also thought it was a great 
idea to do in the month of De-
cember.

“He took off from there and 
planned everything and even 
bought some items to get it 
started,” said Julie Russell, 

BY MICHELE LONGWORTH
reporter@metropolisplanet.com

Please see GIVING | 8A
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A festive float from Little Tractor and Equipment makes its way down the pa-
rade route. Frisbees were thrown to children along the way. Metropolis was 
a busy place on Saturday with multiple Christmas events taking place. From 
the Kiwanis Pancake Day, to the annual Christmas parade, a first-ever tree 
lighting next to the Superman Statue and visits with Santa Claus, there was 
something for all ages to enjoy.
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The Tree Lighting featured the Mas-
sac County High School and Mas-
sac Junior High School choirs. The 
tree was donated by McGinnis Family 
Christmas Trees.
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The Trail Life organization rides 
through the parade in a ‘Trail Life’ 
wagon.


