
Southern Scene
WE COVER SOUTHERNMOST ILLINOIS, FROM BROOKPORT TO BELKNAP

WWW.METROPOLISPLANET.COM MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2019

ECRWSS

PRESORTED STANDARD

U.S. POSTAGE PAID

METROPOLIS IL 62960

PERMIT NO. 198

THE

The skies may have been a bit 
dark and gloomy on April 25, but 
the spirits of Pope County High 
School’s (PCHS) Hometown 
Heroes could not have been any 
brighter as they, along with sev-
eral community members, en-
joyed the success of their dream 
of building a Pirate Park in the 
Village of Eddyville.

Donnie Wise, president of the 
Eddyville Village Board, says the 
last park he remembers in Ed-
dyville was when he was in the 
about the fi fth grade and the 
community room served as a 
school, around the early 1970s. 
Wise recalls a slide and maybe 
a merry-go-round. But that was 
about all there was.

With the help of Hometown 
Heroes, now Eddyville has a park 
with benches, a pirate ship with a 
slide and a basketball court along 
with two new basketball goals.

“We love it [Pirate Park]. You 
couldn’t ask for a better group 

of kids. We [Eddyville Village 
Board] jumped right in to help 
them out,” said Wise.

The park dedication began at 
10:30 a.m. with a welcome and 
introduction of speakers by fresh-
man representative Vance Hert-
ter, followed by opening remarks 
from PCHS Principal Ryan Fritch 
and a Diamond Sponsor and 
school board president Michael 
Hansen.

Hometown Heroes is a stu-
dent-led organization, which this 
year raised $20,000 for Pirate 
Park in Eddyville. This year’s 
project came after students broke 
into small teams to brainstorm 
for ideas to make the community 
better. After listing pros and cons 
for every project, a Google school 
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A little rain didn’t stop kids from climbing on board 
the Pope County High School’s Hometown Heroes’ 
pirate ship, a major attraction to the new Pirate 
Park, located in Eddyville. The park was the site of 
a ribbon cutting on Thursday.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed 
legislation recently making 
Illinois the fi rst Midwestern 
state to raise the minimum 
age to purchase tobacco prod-
ucts.

The ceremony, which took 
place in Chicago, marks the 

end of a four-year eff ort to 
change the age from 18 to 21 
to buy cigarettes, e-cigarettes, 
vapes, chewing tobacco and 
other goods containing nico-
tine.

The law takes eff ect Mon-
day, July 1.

Surrounded by lawmakers 
and advocates, Pritzker said 

he was “proud” to endorse 
such a “common sense” ini-
tiative.

“All of you are heroes,” 
the governor said to the as-
sembled supporters, who had 
worked to bring the legisla-
tion to his desk. “On behalf of 
our young people, thank you.”

Nearly 95 percent of adult 

smokers begin using ciga-
rettes before the age of 21, ac-
cording to the American Lung 
Association. “Tobacco 21”’ 
proponents say keeping nico-
tine products out of the hands 
of young people can prevent 
them from ever using them.

The bill’s House sponsor, 
Chicago Democratic Rep. Ca-

mille Lilly, said the real focus 
is to make sure 18-year-olds 
are not the suppliers of ciga-
rettes and other tobacco prod-
ucts for kids aged 14 to 17.

“The 101st General Assem-
bly is saving lives today,” she 
said. “It really took all of us to 
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The 68th annual National 
Day of Prayer will be observed 
Thursday in Massac County.

Individuals will be gathering 
from 12:20-12:40 p.m. on the 
courthouse lawn in Metropo-
lis, at Brookport City Hall and 
at Joppa Village Hall.

Everyone is encouraged to 
attend an event, and those 
who are not able to attend are 
encouraged to spend time in 
private prayer for the nation, 
leaders and armed forces.

The Massac County Ministe-
rial Alliance is again holding a 
public Bible reading event on 
the National Day of Prayer.

Readers from participating 
local churches will be reading 
through the New Testament, 
beginning with Matthew’s gos-
pel.

Staff report

National 
Day of 
Prayer to be 
observed

Eddyville’s Pirate 
Park dedicated

Pope County’s 
Hometown Heroes 
project complete
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