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Helping students

Education has come a long way from the days of 
the one-room schools. But, even with the advance-
ments, the three basic building blocks remain the 
same — The “Three Rs” — reading, writing and 
arithmetic.

For about nine years, Brookport Elementary 
School’s Reading Room has been helping students 
to increase and improve their reading skills.

Massac Unit One Superintendent Jason Hayes 
explains the Brookport Reading Room is part of 
Unit One’s Response to Intervention (RtI) process 
for reading.

“In this class, students are grouped into tiers by 
their reading abilities. A staff member works with 
each group of students by providing instruction/
practice for skills that they need to improve upon,” 
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First grader Jase Troutt, left, stays after the 
reading room time ends on Oct. 7 to read a few 
pages of his book to Lana Brown, Response to 
Intervention teacher.

Response to Intervention aide Melissa Griffith, 
left, helps first grader Kaylee McKinney with her 

reading, photo right.
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Massac County 
talks upcoming 
bills, budget

With Massac County’s general fund balance 
at $143,163, Massac County Treasurer Jody 
Haverkamp reported to the commissioners Tues-
day morning the county’s bills are caught up, ex-
cept what bills are submitted this week.

She said she and Massac County Clerk Hailey 
Miles had discussed the Tyler Technologies situ-
ation, and she told the board she was going to 
try to pay off the original existing balance of over 
$29,000, plus the upcoming maintenance agree-
ment in the amount of $13,600.

According to Haverkamp, if the county decides 
later on to switch to a company which has better 
customer support, the county will have enough 
time to investigate its options and make a decision 
before the contract with Tyler Technologies expires 
in October 2020.

Haverkamp also indicated there is another out-
standing bill with the auditors, in the amount of 
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3 arrests made 
following months 
of investigation

Massac County Sheriff’s Office, along with nu-
merous other law enforcement agencies, carried 
out a search warrant in the 2900 block of North 
Avenue on Sept. 9. A press release was issued the 
following day. According to Massac County Sheriff 
Chad Kaylor, in that release, no names were given 
at the time because no arrests had been made.

A news release was recently issued regarding the 
arrest of Donald Gilbert, 51, of Joppa. On Oct. 4, 
a Massac County Grand Jury heard evidence from 
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Hang on there
Anyone who has walked along Market Street has undoubtedly noticed the 
scarecrows decorating various lamp posts along both side of the street, like 
this Super scarecow in front of Super City Antiques. The Metropolis Cham-
ber of Commerce sponsored the scarecrow decorating contests. The winner 
will receive a one year membership to the chamber of commerce. Business 
owners are invited to the Scare on the Square event, which will be held on 
Thursday, Oct. 24 from 6-8 p.m. at the Metropolis Chamber of Commerce. 
It will be an evening of networking with chamber members along with poten-
tial chamber members and the winner of the decorating contest will be an-
nounced at 7 p.m. 

Massac County Emergency 
Management receives grant

The Illinois Emergency Man-
agement Agency (IEMA) has been 
awarded a grant of more than 
$600,000 by the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s Pipeline and Haz-
ardous Materials Safety Administra-
tion to enhance the state’s emergency 
response capabilities when dealing 
with hazardous materials related to 
transportation incidents.

Of the $600,000 grant, Massac 

County will receive $5995. Massac 
County Emergency Management 
Agency (EMA) Director Brian Horn 
says the grant is a part of the Lo-
cal Emergency Planning Committee 
(LEPC) grant, which Massac EMA 
applies for every three years.

Horn said Massac EMA had ap-
plied for the grant, listing the money 
would be used for GIS software as 

Staff report

Seven Massac residents arrested
on delivery of methamphetamine

The Illinois State Police’s Southern Il-
linois Drug Task Force (ISP/SIDTF) an-
nounced Wednesday the arrests of the 
following for offenses related to illegal 
drug distribution — delivery of metham-
phetamine — in Massac County:

• Tony L. Goss Jr., 30, Brookport
• Amanda J. Perry, 31, Metropolis

• Angelynn L. Carlton, 35, Metropolis
• Katlyn S. Koon, 27, Joppa
• Michael S. Hurst, 51, Metropolis
• Dusty E. Baker, 39, Metropolis
• Elizabeth A. Leach, 36, Metropolis

The investigations leading to the ar-
rests were conducted by ISP/SIDTF.
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