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James 127
assists foster
parents
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The Metropolis Fire Department celebrated the promotions of two of its own during Monday’s Metropolis
City Council meeting. Clay Childers (left) was promoted to captain by the Board of Fire and Police Commissioners. Micah Tolbert (fourth from left) was promoted to chief. They are pictured with (from second left) engineer Trever Durapau, engineer Brandon Culkin, Massac County Fire Chief Mike Childers, Metropolis Department of Public Safety Director Harry Masse, Capt. Chad Beaumont and engineer Bobby Williams.

City of Metropolis adopts
appropriations ordinance
BY TERRA TEMPLE
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The Metropolis City Council approved the city’s annual
appropriations ordinance for the
fiscal year 2021-22 at its meeting
Monday.
The ordinance includes budgeted expenditures of $31,660,537,
with total expenditur es of
$40,990,577, which includes
interfund operating transfers.
The appropriations ordinance
was the product of two Finance
Committee meetings held Aug. 23
and Sept. 9. It was also the subject
of a public hearing held prior to
Monday’s council meeting, which
was not attended by the public.
Mayor Don Canada and Tricia
Suttles, the city’s former chief
financial officer, who was subcontracted to assist with this year’s
appropriations ordinance, went
over it following the meeting,
noting it includes several large
projects for the city, including:
• The $1,072,782 filter rehabilitation project at the Water
Treatment Plant. The EPA-requir ed upgrade includes a
20-year IEPA loan at 1% interest,
with a forgiveness of $400,000.
• The $885,100 UV disinfection project at the Waste Water
Treatment Plant, which will also
be funded with a 20-year IEPA
loan at 1% interest, with a forgiveness of $350,000.
• Two projects at the airport

will be partially funded through
grants. The T-hangar rebuild is a
$685,000 project that will be a net
cost of $68,500 to the city. The second is a $500,000 T-hangar apron
improvement project, which with
a $475,000 grant will be a net cost
of $25,000 to the city. Suttles noted
those two projects total $1,185,000,
but will cost the city $93,500.
• A resur facing project on
Third and Filmore streets costing $652,500 in motor fuel tax
money. Canada said the area
will improve the streets around
Metropolis Elementary School.
• Starting an improvement project on North Avenue between 11th
and 18th streets that will use federal funds and Rebuild Illinois funds.
Suttles noted this first year of the
project will involve $360,000 in city
funds to cover engineering fees.
• $636,500 to start Phase 3 of
the Sewer Separation Project.
• A $25,000 match to an OSLAD
grant for a total of $50,000 in
improvements to Lincoln Park.
• $50,000 from PACRO money
to assist the Friends of Fort Massac with engineering costs in the
demolition of the former Laidlaw
building.
• The construction of a parking lot on Pearl Street between
Sixth and Seventh streets to aid
with parking on Market Street.
Canada noted the space should
accommodate 50 to 60 cars. The
$230,000 amount includes funding
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to fix drainage issues on the alley
between Pearl and Market streets.
• $100,000 to complete the
installation of AMI meters for the
Light Department.
• $185,000 to the Metropolis
Public Library.
• $700,000 for a new firetruck for
the Metropolis Fire Department.
• $135,000 for a Light Department bucket truck.
• $80,000 for new vehicles for
the Metropolis Police Department.
• $53,000 for a new trencher for
the Public Works Department.
• Funding the police and
fire pensions for $453,000 and
$310,000 respectively.
“This year’s budget put a
focus on buying all the equipment we could in order to do
the jobs we need to do,” Canada said. “I went to all three
unions and asked they extend
their contracts for a year. They
were all up this year, but I asked
for the extension while we figure out what Thrive will bring
(in sales tax revues), whether
things are going to rebound,
whether COVID is going away.
So next year, we’ll sit down and
do a three-year (union) contract.
But this year, they all sat down
and worked with us because
we all agreed we need to buy
equipment. We don’t know a
year from now if we’re going to
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As the mom of seven adopted children who
also fostered 11 others, Dena Hopkins knew
Amanda Holbrook was a go-to person for
how the foster system works and what the
needs of foster children and foster families
are.
Those discussions started a new outreach
ministry.
James 127 is based on the scripture that
reads, “Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to keep
himself unspotted from the world” (KJV).
Members of First United Methodist Church
of Metropolis have been putting together duffle bags to provide items for foster children
in the area. Through James 127, Hopkins and
Holbrook are taking that a step further.
SEE FOSTER/PAGE A11

Store closing Tuesday
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Shoppers around the county were surprised to
learn last week that Save A Lot will be closing on
Sept. 21. The grocery store’s manager was contacted Monday for a comment and said, “I don’t
think that we’re making any comments at this
time. We are closing on the 21st, that will be our
last day.” The store’s corporate office in Ladue, Missouri, was also contacted and had not responded
as of publication. Located on the corner of Pearl
and West Eighth streets, the store has served the
area for many years.
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