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The Illinois House on Friday passed a bill 
legalizing adult recreational marijuana in the 
state.

The 66-to-47 vote sends House Bill 1438 to 
Gov. J.B. Pritzker 
who campaigned in 
2018 on a platform 
that included legal-
izing marijuana. 
The Senate ap-
proved the bill on 
Wednesday, 38-17.

“The state of 
Illinois just made 
history, legalizing 
adult-use canna-
bis with the most 
equity-centric 
approach in the 
nation,” Pritzker 
said in a state-

ment released after the vote. “This will have a 
transformational impact on our state, creat-
ing opportunity in the communities that need 
it most and giving so many a second chance. 
In the interest of equity and criminal justice 
reform, I look forward to signing this monu-
mental legislation.”

Friday’s vote, however, came after a mara-
thon debate that lasted nearly four hours, 
leaving lawmakers with less than 10 hours 
to complete the rest of their business for the 
session. That forced leaders to announce the 
House would continue meeting Saturday and 
Sunday.

With passage of the marijuana bill, Illinois is 
poised to become the 10th state in the nation 
to legalize its use by adults for recreational 

purposes. But 
it would be 
the fi rst to do 
so by a comprehensive 
statute enacted by the 
legislature rather than through 
a ballot initiative.

Vermont legalized marijuana through 
legislation in 2018, but that law covered only 
personal use and cultivation. It did not include 
retail sales.

The Illinois bill would provide for licensing 
and regulation of marijuana cultivators, pro-
cessors, transporters and sellers. It also allows 
Illinois residents over age 21 to possess up to 
30 grams, or roughly one ounce, of marijuana 
for personal use, and it allows people certifi ed 
to use marijuana for medical purposes to grow 
up to fi ve plants in their own homes.

Sales and possession would become legal 
under state law on Jan. 1, 2020, although 
marijuana is still illegal under federal law.

The bill also sets out a schedule of licensing 
fees and excise taxes that Rep. Kelly Cassidy, 
D-Chicago, said is expected to generate $58 
million in the upcoming fi scal year, and as 
much as $500 million a year when the indus-
try is fully mature.

“This is the beginning of the end of the war 
on drugs,” Cassidy said on the House fl oor just 
before the fi nal vote.

Indeed, many supporters of legalization said 
their primary goal was to correct the inequities 
and social harms they say the war on drugs 
has had on black and Latino communities, 
who they argued have been disproportionately 
targeted for enforcement and incarceration for 
drug violations.

The bill would provide a mechanism un-
der which hundreds of thousands of Illinois 
residents could have criminal records for 

minor marijuana-related off enses 
expunged.

It also would direct a signifi cant 
share of the revenues generated 
into community reinvestment pro-
grams for communities that have 
been disproportionately impacted 
by drug enforcement policies.

“We have been able to craft a pol-
icy that reinvests money in commu-
nities that have been divested in for 
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Capitol News Illinois
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41st annual  
Celebration 
starts today

This year’s 41st annual Superman Celebration 
starts this evening and is sure to bring a super-
sized amount of music, food, free activities for 
kids along with a carnival and a star-studded 
line up of celebrity guests.

At at 5 p.m. Thursday, everyone will gather at 
the Superman Statue, for a ribbon cutting and 
opening ceremony. Immediately following, the 
Metropolis Planet will present its annual 2019 
Lois Lane Award.

This year’s lineup of celebrity guests includes: 
Erica Durance, Helen Slater and Katrina Law. 

Staff Report

Please see CELEBRATION | 3A

Democratic Rep. Anthony DeLuca, 
of Chicago Heights, re-enacts a 
1980s-era anti-drug ad on the 
floor of the House on Friday, 
putting an egg in a frying pan 
and saying “This is your brain on 
drugs.” 
Photo courtesy of Blueroomstream.com
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Windhorst

Please see LEGALIZATION | 3A

Bridge closure
extended, set to
reopen in Nov.

The U.S. 45 Ohio River Brookport Bridge will 
remain closed until late fall as an ongoing bridge 
maintenance and repair project requires addi-
tional work.

The existing 30-day closure has been extend-
ed until approximately Nov. 1 to allow for addi-
tional repairs Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
inspectors deemed necessary to maintain the 
bridge.

While maintenance and repair work has been 
ongoing, the contractor and inspectors per-
formed an additional study of the bridge piers 
and determined a widening of concrete repairs 
will be required on one pier, along with the addi-
tion of concrete repairs on two other piers.

“Our bridge engineers worked closely with 
the contractor to extend the scope of the origi-
nal maintenance and repair list,” KYTC District 
1 Chief Engineer Kyle Poat said. “Accommodat-
ing that extra work means what we had hoped 
would be about a 30-day closure will become 
about a 6-month closure. We understand the 
inconvenience to commuters, but adding these 

Staff report

Please see BRIDGE | 3A

The old saying goes when life 
hands a person lemons, they need to 
learn how to make lemonade. Three 
fourth grade classes at Metropolis El-
ementary School (MES) made lem-
onade and in the process, learned a 
lot of educational skills and helped to 
improve the lives of 12 of their fellow 
classmates.

According to MES fourth grade 
teacher Amanda Kindle, after read-
ing Lemonade War, the fourth grad-
ers had their very own lemonade 
stand. While partnering with Me-
tropolis Police Department for Ped-
aling with Police in Character, the 
fourth graders raised over $1,000.

MES Principal J.R. Conkle said 
the school also had a few business-

Lemonade stand raises funds for bike giveaway
BY MICHELE LONGWORTH
reporter@metropolisplanet.com

Joseph Tolbert, left, and Christy Crim, right, serve a cup of 
lemonade on May 8, when all of the Metropolis Elementary 

School fourth graders manned a lemonade stand in order to 
raise funds for a bike giveaway, photo right.Please see GIVEAWAY | 2A

Photos by MICHELE LONGWORTH | Metropolis Planet

The recipients of the 12 bikes strike a pose after Metropolis Elemen-
tary School Principal J.R. Conkle drew their names on May 30.

so by a comprehensive 
statute enacted by the 
legislature rather than through 
a ballot initiative.
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