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The State of Illinois has 
now entered Phase 3 of of 
Gov. JB Pritzker’s five phase 
reopening plan after the 
COVID-19 coronavirus pan-
demic. On Friday, restaurants 
were allowed to open for 
outdoor service and non-es-
sential retailers opened to 
shoppers, both under special 
guidelines.

Restaurants are allowed to 
seat tables of six people or 
fewer for outside food and 
beverage service, and the 
tables must be placed six 
feet apart. After the City of 
Metropolis passed a resolu-
tion at its May 26 meeting to 
assist restaurants with out-
door seating arrangements, 
several restaurants have 
taken advantage of it.

We s t  F o u r t h  S t r e e t 
between Ferry and Market 
streets has been shut down 
to allow Fat Edd’s Roadhouse 
to use the space for outdoor 
seating. And, on Market 
Street a portion of the park-
ing spots in front of Sissy’s — 
A Sweet Shoppe and El Toro 
Loco have been blocked to 
utilize for tables.

According to Darren Tock-
stein, co-owner of Fat Edd’s 
Roadhouse, said curbside 
pick up and carryout is still 
stronger than normal, but has 
slowed down the past week 
with a shift in customers din-
ing outside. However, bar 
sales have increased because 
of the outdoor dining.

Tockstein is appreciative of 
the city for its help with mak-
ing outside dining possible. 
“The mayor and city officials 
have been very helpful in 
allowing us to block part of 
Fourth Street to use for out-
door dining,” he said.

In retail establishments, 
the number of customers in 
the store at one time is limit-
ed to half capacity and fitting 
rooms must be disinfected 
after each use. Customers 
are encouraged to wear face 
masks in the stores.

On Market Street, Sixth 
& Vintage, The 606 Market, 
Honeysuckle Row, Super 
City Antiques, Ribbons and 
Beaus Children’s Boutique, 
Refind — A Junktique Mar-
ket, Super Museum and 
Back of the Closet are all 
open to in store customers 
with restrictions.

Silver Collections, located 
at 215 E. Fifth St., Metropo-
lis, has not opened to in store 
customers, but is still offer-
ing free curbside pick-up for 
orders on the store’s web-
site. Information for these 
non-essential retail stores 
can be found on their Face-
book pages.

Metropolis slowly reopening 
following pandemic shutdown
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Parking spaces in front of Sissy’s — A Sweet Shoppe and El Toro Loco on Market Street have 
been blocked off to be used for more outdoor seating.

Left: At 9 a.m. 
on Tuesday, 
opening day 
for the Driv-
er’s Services 
Facility on 
West 10th 
Street, the 
line of cus-
tomers was 
all the way to 
the street 
waiting to go 
inside.

CLYDE WILLS | 
Metropolis Planet

Below: Super 
City Antiques 
on Market 
Street is one 
of several 
retail stores 
now open for 
in-store  
customers.
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The event sponsors for the 
annual 4th of July Fireworks 
and Hometown Celebration 
have decided to cancel this 
year’s event, scheduled for 
July 3, 2020. The decision is 
being made in the interest of 
public health as the organizers 
continue to work with the State 
of Illinois to uphold current 
and foreseeable restrictions on 
social gatherings in the state. 
Harrah’s Metropolis Casino 
and Hotel, the Greater Metrop-
olis Conventions and Visitors 
Bureau (GMCVB) and the City 
of Metropolis look forward to 
having the event next year.

“At this time, we simply do 
not know if large gatherings 

City events 
for Fourth 

of July 
canceled

BY ANN DOUGLAS

At a special called Brook-
por t council meeting held 
May 29, an ordinance was 
approved unanimously to 
issue $1 million in revenue 
bonds for partial funding of 
the water works system for 
the City of Brookpor t. Jim 
Brown of Brown & Roberts 
Engineering was present to 
formalize the signatures.

A second special called 
meeting was held immediately 
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Normally at this time of 
year, Metropolis city and com-
munity leaders would be bus-
ily preparing for the annual 
Superman Celebration, which 
at its peak has drawn an esti-
mated 40,000 people to the 
southern Illinois town.

Unfor tunately, the event 
w h i c h  d r a w s  d e v o t e d 

Brookport 
signs $1M 
bond for 

waterworks

COVID-19 acts 
as kryptonite to 

Superman event; 
$4.5M impact 

estimated
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We are accepting new admissions, for both

long-term and short-term professional care.

• Free transport to & from appointments
• Always available optional menu, soup of the day
• Semi-private rooms starting at $145 per day


