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MCDAC holds meeting
Massac County Drug Aware-

ness Coalition (MCDAC) held its 
annual meeting Tuesday evening 
at Metropolis City Hall’s council 
chambers to share with the public 
details of what the organization 
has accomplished over the past 
year.

MCDAC Executive Director 
Holly Windhorst pointed out it 
was the fi rst full year with offi  ce 
space. MCDAC has an offi  ce locat-
ed in the Jones Building and with 
help from volunteers Toni Miller 
and Steve Johnson, the offi  ce is 

open on Wednesdays and Fridays 
from 3-5 p.m.

Miller, who was in the audi-
ence, said even though there has 
not been a lot of foot traffi  c, she 
hopes it will pick up. There are 
brochures and information avail-
able for people to pick up or to 
talk to MCDAC volunteers about 
the organization.

In response to a suggestion 

from last year’s annual meeting, 
this past year MCDAC had eve-
ning meetings in November 2018, 
and this year in February and 
May. “The evening meetings were 
scheduled to provide an opportu-
nity for citizens who were unable 
to attend the morning meetings 
throughout the year,” said Wind-
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Brookport readies 
ordinance for pot 
smoking lounges

At the regular July Brookport City Council meet-
ing, the council voted to take advantage of revenue 
by “opting in” on the recreational marijuana initia-
tive starting in January 2020 passed by the Illinois 
State government.

Since chances are slim and the costs very high of a 
license being granted to sell recreational marijuana 
in Brookport, the next option is to allow smoking 
lounges, similar to bars, where the soon-to-be legal 
substance can be consumed.

Alderwoman Kathy Tucker has read the 610 page 
Cannabis Summary and is using that as a guideline 
for the ordinance and, once written, will be sent to 
the city attorney, Patrick Hewson, for review.

A complication Tucker sees is in the zero tolerance 
rule the city has for employees. Currently, it is diffi  cult 
to determine when marijuana has been consumed, 
whether two hours or two weeks ago. Nanogram tests 
are supposed to be more specifi c, explained Tucker, 
stating “ingestion of a legal substance will have an im-
pact on policy and procedures.”

The ordinance committee is working on the rules 
and regulations as to where, when and how. There will 
be restrictions as to locations near schools and church-
es. Business licenses will be assessed in the $1200 per 
year range. Work on the ordinance is ongoing.

In other business, Alison Boyt, city treasurer, gave 
an upbeat report, stating the city passed the audit 
with zero fi ndings, the second time in a row. Cur-
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Report: Brookport Bridge to reopen
The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet (KTC) re-

ports the contractor making repairs to the U.S. 45 
Ohio River “Brookport” Bridge, is making good 
progress on maintenance and repair items. With 
the maintenance and repair project just past the 
halfway point, a substantial number of items are 
completed.

Earlier this summer when work began there were 
12 days of rain and KTC Public Information Offi  cer 
Keith Todd says in spite of that, KTC believes the 

contractors are ahead of schedule, as he explained 
during a press conference the afternoon of Aug. 15 
held on the Brookport Bridge.

KYTC District 1 Chief Engineer Kyle Poat noted 
that, in spite of some delays due to weather and 
fl oodwaters on the Ohio River, the project remains 
on track for the bridge to reopen in early November 
– weather permitting.

“Our engineers have continued to work closely 
with the contractor to work through items on the 
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Kentucky Transportation 
Cabinet Public Information 
Officer Keith Todd points out to 
Massac Emergency Management 
Agency representative Chris 
Thompson where contractors 
have added additional concrete 
to one of the bridge’s piers.

Please see BROOKPORT | 8A Please see BRIDGE | 5A

Naval Sea Cadet Corps seeks more youth

When the United States Naval Sea Cadet Corps 
– Land Between the Lakes Division began in Feb-
ruary, there were only fi ve members, but through-
out the year it has grown.

According to administration offi  cer Crystal 
Crim, of Simpson, currently there are 17 members, 
and Crim wants to spread the word about this pro-
gram and what it is about in order to get more area 
youth to participate.

There are kids involved in the program all the 

way from Harrisburg to McKenzie, Tennessee and 
western Kentucky.

The junior program, the Navy League Cadet 
Corps, is for youth, ages 10-13. The senior pro-
gram, the Naval Sea Cadet Corps, is for youth, ages 
13 through completion of high school.

At each level, committed adults and peer leaders 
mentor cadets. Crim said there are 12 instructors 
— three of the 12 are former Marine Corps mem-
bers. The instructors are all former military mem-
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Master Sergeant Justin Robertson (left) and Ser-
geant Dartanyen Crim (right) instruct cadets on the 
proper form as they jump into the pool and as they 
make flotation devices from their pants and jackets.Please see YOUTH | 3A
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Massac County Drug Awareness Coalition met 
Tuesday evening at Metropolis City Hall’s council 
chambers to review activities from the previous year 
and evaluate the coalition’s goals. MCDAC should 
hear in October if it has received a Drug Free Com-
munity Grant of up to $125,000 for up to five years. Please see MEETING | 2A

Miller, who was in the audience, said even 
though there has not been a lot of foot traffic, 

she hopes it will pick up.
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