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Search of North Avenue home recovers stolen items

According to information re-
leased from Massac County Sheriff 
Chad Kaylor, a search warrant was 
executed the evening of Sept. 9 in 
the 2900 block of North Avenue. 
The search warrant was obtained 
following an investigation dating 
back to early 2019.

Kaylor said the Massac County 
Sheriff’s Office has been conduct-
ing the joint investigation with the 
McCracken County Sheriff’s Office, 
The Metropolis Police Department, 
Paducah Police Department, Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigations and 
Illinois Secretary of State Police.

“We were overwhelmed by what 
we saw there,” said Kaylor, adding, 
“I believe we ended up taking eight 
truckloads and two trailer loads of 
what we believe were stolen items 
from the residence.”

Kaylor believes the theft is con-
nected to other thefts in the region 
and possibly a criminal organiza-
tion and he wants to shut it down.

Massac County sheriff’s deputies 

have located numerous stolen ve-
hicles that have been recycled locally. 
Deputies learned that the stolen ve-
hicles, along with other stolen items, 
were being run through the residence 
in the 2900 block of North Avenue.

During the search warrant on 
Sept. 9, deputies recovered a stolen 
ATV, trailer, generators, pressure 

BY MICHELE LONGWORTH
reporter@metropolisplanet.com

As maintenance and repair work con-
tinues to progress on the U.S. 45 Ohio 
River “Brookport” Bridge at Paducah, 
the Kentucky Transportation Cabinet 
(KYTC) has taken action to eliminate il-
legal truck traffic on the structure in the 
future.

New signs will be installed on ap-
proaches to the bridge indicating a 
15-ton load limit, reiterating the strict 
8-foot load width and a new 9.5-foot 
barrier is being designed for the end of 
the bridge to specifically exclude vehi-
cles over that height.

The bridge has been closed since 
May 8 to allow a contractor to complete 
about $400,000 in maintenance and 
repair items, including three new con-
crete pier caps with a protective carbon 
fiber wrap. Work is on track to allow the 
bridge to reopen well before the Friday, 
Nov. 1 target completion date.

KYTC District 1 Chief Engineer Kyle 
Poat noted trucks have commonly disre-
garded the maximum 8-foot load width 
restriction on the bridge and the exist-
ing 31-ton weight restriction. That has 
prompted a more aggressive approach 
to protect and preserve the bridge.

“When the bridge reopens, addi-
tional restrictions and barriers will be 

Staff report

On Sept. 6, Joppa Junior-Senior 
High School students had a front row 
seat to what law enforcement, first re-
sponders, paramedics and firefighters 
see all too often — a vehicle accident.

According to Joppa High School 

(JHS) Principal Terri Waddell, school 
officials did not tell the students about 
the drill.

Massac County Emergency Man-
agement Agency (MCEMA) Director 
Brian Horn explained the planning 
for the drill was stressful, as it was 
his first “full-scale” exercise. Horn 

said he has been able to count other 
events, such as the spring flooding 
and the incident at Maple Grove El-
ementary school toward the total 
number of core capability exercises 
Massac County must hold to main-

Drill aims to open students’ eyes
BY MICHELE LONGWORTH
reporter@metropolisplanet.com
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Boom! Splash!
People living near Brookport may be hearing loud noises as demolition work has begun at 
Brookport Lock and Dam 52 on the Ohio River. This photo was taken recently on a sunny day 
with the I-24 Bridge in the background. The contract was awarded to C.J. Mahan Construction 
Co., located in Columbus, Ohio. Following each explosion, debris is removed from the river-
bed and placed on a barge.

Illinois agencies being sued
for data not being released

Two Illinois public agen-
cies responsible for protect-
ing the public health — the 
Illinois Department of Public 
Health and the Illinois Emer-
gency Management Agency 
— have recently refused to 
provide data to help the resi-
dents of Metropolis litigate 
their environmental claims, 
including claims of radiation 
contamination asserted in a 
pending class action lawsuit 
against Honeywell.

The class action alleges 
Honeywell has mismanaged 
its nuclear facility in Metrop-
olis for decades, contaminat-
ing large swaths of surround-
ing property and homes in 
the area.

“Property owners in the 
vicinity believe that the con-
tamination has significantly 

impacted property values 
and put them at higher risk 
for certain cancers caused 
by radiation, requiring the 
medical monitoring of their 
health among other dam-
ages,” explained Richard 
Kruger, a local resident and 
one of the attorneys for the 
contamination victims.

To litigate the class action 
claims, the victims’ attorneys 
requested the state agencies 
turn over documents relating 
to environmental monitor-
ing of the facility and cancer 
rates, pursuant to Freedom 
of Information Act requests.

However, the state agen-
cies have refused to turn over 
data, forcing several of the 
community’s attorneys to 
sue the agencies in separate 
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This stolen excavator from Paducah was re-
covered at the same property on North Avenue 
in April and was what caused Massac County 
Sheriff’s Department to dig further into the 
residence in the 2900 block of North Avenue. 
Two people are in custody on unrelated charges 
— one in Massac County Detention Center and 
one in McCracken County Jail.

Investigation ongoing
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Joppa Junior-Senior High School students, faculty and staff watch as Joppa Fire Department and Massac Coun-
ty Fire Department members work to remove a passenger from the simulated vechicle accident during a mock 
drill at the school the morning of Sept. 6.

[Sheriff] Kaylor believes the theft is 
connected to other thefts in the region 

and possibly a criminal organization 
and he wants to shut it down.
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