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The 2016 yearbook picture of the Massac Coun-
ty varsity football team didn’t include any of the 
freshmen boys. They were freshmen. That team 
dropped their fi rst game of the year to DuQuoin, 
defeated Nashville 14-13 then got blown out in 
six of their last seven games of the year. Thus be-
gan the 25-game losing streak that hung over the 

heads of the 2019 Patriots.
That freshmen picture included Blake Baird, 

Isaiah Hart, Preston Meadows, Bruce Neill, Chris 
Pummer, Lane Reed, Mason Searcy, Aaron Thig-
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Pats win, ending 25 
game losing streak

Fans rush the field after the 
Massac County Patriots beat 
Harrisburg Friday night during the 
Homecoming football game.
BETH SHELTON | Metropolis Planet

MASSAC COUNTY 46, HARRISBURG 21

Homecoming 
Queen Camryn 
McBride
 
BETH SHELTON | 
Metropolis Planet
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Windhorst reviews impact 
of legislation on businesss

About 25 people gathered at 
Central Hall in Metropolis on 
Sept. 24 to hear Illinois Rep. 
Patrick Windhorst talk about 
several issues which will have 
an impact on businesses not 
only in Metropolis, but also 
across the state.

The Metropolis Chamber 
of Commerce sponsored the 
event for business owners.

Windhorst spoke about the 
progressive income tax. Under 
the proposal, the rate would be 
4.75 percent for those earning 
over $10,000 a year and jumps 
to 4.9 percent for those earning 
up to $100,000. For income up 
to $250,000, the rate would re-
main at 4.95 percent.

From there, the rates go 
up, with individuals making 
$350,000, paying a rate of 7.75 
percent; with income up to 
$750,000, the rate would in-

crease to 7.85 percent; and for 
incomes over $750,000, the 
rate would be 7.99 percent.

Illinois voters will have a 
constitutional amendment 
concerning the progressive in-
come tax question on the Nov. 
3, 2020 ballot, and it must re-
ceive either the approval of 60 
percent of voters voting on the 
question or greater than 50 

Staff Report

Clyde Wills | Metropolis Planet

Illinois Rep. Patrick Wind-
horst shares information at 
Central Hall on Sept. 24.
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Transformation underway
Demolition work is underway, as Herb Schwartz, of Schwartz Construction, carefully takes out 
the window of a room at the former America’s Best Value motel, located on East Fifth Street, 
across from Fort Massac State Park. James Little, of Metropolis, has announced he purchased 
the motel a couple of months ago and has plans to renovate the motel into 15 two bedroom, 
two bath and six one bedroom, one bath apartments. Little says the time frame for completing 
the project depends on how many contractors he has working on the project, but he hopes the 
renovation will be complete in six months. The apartments will be named Smallville Suites II.

The Metropolis Public Li-
brary has books on the shelves 
to educate and entertain, and 
is where children can partici-
pate in various activities. It is 
also the location where a small 
group converges once a month 
in the basement to listen, en-

courage and inspire the craft of 
songwriting.

The Nashville Songwriter’s 
Association International’s 
(NSAI) motto says: “It all be-
gins with a song.”

NSAI is the world’s largest 
not-for-profi t songwriters trade 
association established in 1967 
and has a membership of more 

than 5,000 active and profes-
sional members throughout the 
U.S. and foreign countries.

Laurie Whitnel, of Metropo-
lis, co-coordinator of the local 
NSAI chapter, has been in-
volved with NSAI for over seven 
years. She began writing songs 
when she was 15.

She later picked up songwrit-

ing again in her 30s and became 
an NSAI member when she de-
cided she wanted to audition for 
the Bluebird Café in Nashville. 
In order to audition, perform-
ers and songwriters must live 
within a 100-mile radius of the 
venue or be a member of NSAI.

“It’s been a good thing to be 
involved with,” she says, point-

ing out how members of the or-
ganization can go to Nashville 
on Thursday evenings partici-
pate in pitch to a publisher.

“For me, writing is a hobby. 
It’s not a quote, ‘music business 
or a job,’ it’s just more of a pas-
sion,” said Whitnel.

Local songwriters group a great source of inspiration, encouragement
BY MICHELE LONGWORTH
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