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Brookport 
seeking water 
construction 
project grant

Brookport Mayor Tami Wessel called a spe-
cial meeting June 4 to discuss the rehabilita-
tion of Brookport’s water system.

Jim Brown of Brown Engineering and Lee-
ann Denny of the Department of Agriculture 
Rural Development were present to discuss 
the project.

Previous plans done by Brown were ap-
proved by Rural Development engineers. Now 
it is time to apply for a grant.

Denny was able to fi nd funds for a combina-
tion $1.8 million grant and a $1 million loan to-
taling $2.8 million. The loan would be around 
2.5 percent.

Brookport is currently paying back a 40-year 
revenue bond from 2008 at 4.5 percent. Since 
payments have been made on time for 15 years, 
Brookport can be considered for a second loan. 
This will translate to an increase of about $9 a 
month in a resident’s water bill.

After reviewing the fi gures, Scott Martin, 
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Illinois Senate lawmakers 
passed a capital infrastructure 
package on June 2 that directs 
millions of dollars in funding to-
ward projects in southern Illinois, 
including gaming legislation that 
enables Walkers Bluff  winery in 
Carterville to move forward with a 
resort expansion.

The expansion will include an 
on-site casino. The winery was 
one of six new casinos authorized 
by Senate Bill 690. The bill, spon-
sored by Indian Creek Democratic 
Sen. Terry Link, passed the cham-
ber on a 46-10 vote after being ap-
proved by House lawmakers the 
day before. Gov. J.B. Pritzker has 
already announced his intention 
to sign it into law. 

Link estimated that gambling 
expansion along with other rev-
enue-raising measures in the bill 
could net Illinois more than $12 
billion in the next six years.

According to State Sen. Dale 
Fowler, in a June 2 press release, 
Walkers Bluff ’s large-scale con-
struction project is expected to 

New player on the field
Harrah’s preparing for incoming competition
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Cunningham, Pearcy and Stewart to compete at Miss Illinois
Three young ladies will be represent-

ing Massac County in separate pageants 
related to the Miss Illinois title.

For the ninth year, the festivities will 
be held in Marion.

Miss Illinois Outstanding Teen Pag-
eant is being held at the Marion Cultural 
and Civic Center now through Friday.

Hope Pearcy, Miss Metropolis Out-
standing Teen 2019, and Gracie Stewart, 
Miss Shawnee Sweetheart Outstanding 
Teen 2019, will compete for the title of 
Miss Illinois Outstanding Teen 2019 
on Friday, with an evening gown and 
onstage question preliminary night on 
Wednesday or Thursday, June 12-13.

Madison Cunningham, as Miss Me-
tropolis 2019, will compete in the Miss 
Illinois Scholarship Pageant on Satur-

day, vying for the title of Miss Illinois 
2019.

Again this year, there was an opening 
ceremony for the Miss and Teen contes-
tants on Wednesday at The Pavilion in 
Marion.

During three nights of competition, 
young women from across the state will 
compete for the opportunity to repre-
sent Illinois at the 2020 Miss America 
Pageant in a place and time to be an-
nounced later.

Twenty-one Miss Illinois Outstanding 
Teen Contestants will vie for the chance 
to represent Illinois at the 2020 Miss 
America’s Outstanding Teen Pageant in 
Orlando, Florida this summer.

Preliminary phases of competition, 
including “red carpet” evening wear, 
talent and on-stage interview, will be 

contested on the nights of Wednesday 
and Thursday, June 12-13 for the Miss 
Illinois contestants, and evening gown/
onstage questions the same two nights 
for the Miss Illinois Outstanding Teen 
Contestants.

However, area residents can vote now 
at the Miss Illinois website, www.missil-
linois.org, for the princess photogenic 

competition, which features Miss Me-
tropolis Mentoring Princesses Mikenna 
Hamilton, fi ve-year-old daughter of 
Freda Walker and Michael Hamilton; 
and Emerson Eskridge, eight-year-old 
daughter of Austin and Carly Eskridge; 
who will make an appearance during 
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Metropolis council 
discusses HB 1438

A short discussion was held Monday night 
among the Metropolis City Council concerning 
the recent passage of House Bill 1438 legalizing 
recreational marijuana. Rick Abell, corporate 
counsel for the city, has began reading the entire 
bill, but has only made it through about 60 of 
the 500+ pages. He will have more information 
to share with the council in the coming weeks.

Things Abell does know is that the city of 
can’t overstep the ruling of the state and ban 
marijuana from the city. There will be fi ve types 
of licenses available – dispensary, processor, 
transporter, craft grower and cultivation cen-
ter. Current medical marijuana dispensaries 
will start selling marijuana at retail fi rst, while 
an additional 40 licenses are being reviewed.

A person will now be able to possess up to 30 
grams legally. Those incarcerated with charg-
es of 30 grams or less are expected to be ex-
punged. Public use will be prohibited though.

Abell recommends the council to be making 
decisions regarding allowing dispensaries by 
September, before Jan. 1, 2020 when the drug 
becomes legal.

In other business, the council

■ Approved a motion to accept services 
from Frick, Eggemeyer & Williamson for the 
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Superman Josh Boultinghouse 
strikes a pose with Lois Lane and 
Supergirl: Erica Durrance, left, the 

actress who portrayed Lois Lane on 
Smallville, and Helen Slater, who 
portrayed Supergirl in the 1984 

movie Supergirl, photo right.

MICHELE LONGWORTH | Metropolis Planet

Despite a few rain showers, 
the 41st Superman Celebration 
was well-attended over the 
four-day festival which featured 
many activities and events for 
children as well as adults. 
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