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BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

A study commissioned by the 
Kentucky Chamber of Com-
merce says state lawmakers 
could spur population growth, 
attract  workers and boost 
incomes by reducing individual 
and corporate income taxes and 

making other changes to the 
state’s tax code.

Wednesday morning, state 
Chamber of Commerce CEO 
Ashli Watts and a senior policy 
analyst for the Tax Foundation 
presented findings from a Tax 
Foundation study on the state’s 
tax policies.

The Tax Foundation 
is a Washington, D.C., 
based nonprofit group, 
according to the orga-
nization’s website, that 
does independent fed-
eral and state tax policy 
analysis and research.

S t a t e  l a w m a k e r s 
under took some changes to 
the tax code in 2018, when they 
reduced the individual and cor-
porate tax rates to 5%, raised 
cigarette taxes and imposed a 

6% sales tax on items 
that had previously not 
been taxed before.

According to the Lane 
Repor t, some ser vices 
made subject to sales 
taxes under the 2018 
changes included vet-
erinar y ser vices, land-

scaping and janitorial services, 
dry cleaning and gym member-
ships.

Katherine Loughead, a senior 
policy analyst for Tax Founda-

tion, said tax code changes are 
needed because income growth 
has grown 6% slower in Ken-
tucky than the national aver-
age. She added that the state’s 
population is growing at less 
than two-thirds of the national 
average.

Kentucky’s gross state prod-
uct has grown less than the 
national average over the past 
two decades, Loughead said.

Study: Tax changes would benefit state
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 

commissioned latest analysis

Ashli Watts

BY JAMES MAYSE
MESSENGER-INQUIRER

A bill filed Monday in Frankfort 
would, if approved, eliminate criminal 
penalties for possessing and using 
a small amount of marijuana, while 
a second bill would 
create a pathway for 
voters to decide if 
they support the sale 
of small quantities of 
marijuana in the state.

The bills were filed 
by Rep. Nima Kulkar-
ni, a Louisville Dem-
ocrat. One of the bills 
proposes a constitu-
t ional  amendment, 
which requires a pub-
lic vote. The amend-
ment would allow peo-
ple age 21 or older the 
right to “possess, use, 
buy or sell one ounce 
or less of cannabis” 
free from any criminal 
penalty. The bill would 
also allow people to grow up to five 
marijuana plants.

The bill would also allow the Gen-
eral Assembly to create procedures 
to regarding the production, process-
ing and sale of cannabis in the state. 
The second bill would removing 
criminal penalties for anyone who 
possesses, traffics or cultivates mari-
juana for “personal use.”

The bill defines “personal use” 
and quantities under one ounce of 
marijuana in leaf form, five grams 
or less of resin or concentrates, and 
products containing 1,000 milligrams 
or less of THC. For cultivation, pos-
sessing five or fewer marijuana plants 
would be considered “personal use.”

Kulkarni sponsored a bill during 
the 2021 regular legislative session 
that would have created a system 
for legal marijuana sales, but the bill 
was never called to be heard before a 
committee or voted on in the House.

Going into the 2022 session, 
“through a lot of conversation with 
stakeholders, we (decided) decrim-
inalization was the better path for-
ward,” Kulkarni said Monday.

Bills would 
decriminalize 

possession, 
usage of small 
pot amounts

Rep. Nima 
Kulkarni

Sheriff  
Barry Smith

BY BECCA OWSLEY
THE NEWS-ENTERPRISE

After praying and planning 
for about three years, Clarity 
Solutions is finally able to have 
an open house for The Haven 
at Clarity, which should be open 
for residents in March.

The Haven is a materni-
ty home for women who find 
themselves in a homeless situ-
ation.

Executive Director Laura 
Dickinson said when the Rad-
cliff campus was open there 
was a one-bedroom apartment 
that was rented to use as a Bible 
study and she asked the board 
if they could use that space to 
house mothers in need.

“Housing insecurity in our 
area is high,” Dickinson said, 
adding they’ve seen many cli-
ents struggle in that situation.

When clients struggled with 

homelessness, she said there 
was nowhere to refer them 
other than the maternity home 
in Louisville, which wasn’t a 
possibility for most.

The board decided they 
might as well find a way to do 
some kind of maternity housing 
in the area instead of using a 
temporary solution in the small 
Radcliff space.

“If we’re going to do it we 
should do it all the way,” she 
said they told her. “The Lord 
has really just moved us for-
ward.”

That plan moved forward 
when the property next door 
to Clarity client service office 
on East Memorial Drive in Eliz-
abethtown was for sale. It was 
the former location for the com-
munity health clinic.

The Haven at Clarity in Elizabethtown 
nears completion, plans open house

BECCA OWSLEY/The News-Enterprise

The living room of The Haven at Clarity awaits residents.

Executive Director Laura Dickinson explains how the private 
prayer and meeting room can be used at The Haven. 

BECCA OWSLEY/The News-Enterprise

BY DAVID B. SNOW
DSNOW@PADUCAHSUN.COM

Like the Elf on the Shelf during 
the holiday season, the Paducah 
Ambassadors seem to be every-
where, doing what they can to 
make Paducah an enjoyable place 
to visit and live.

Begun on Feb. 20, 1988, by 
Mayor Gerry Montgomery, the 
Paducah Ambassadors are finish-
ing their 34th year of civic support 
in their recognizable red coats.

Most recently, members of 
the civic organization could be 
seen downtown last weekend 
during Small Business Saturday. 
Many were dressed as 19th cen-

tury Christmas carolers, others 
played music or even expressed 
a bitter opinion of the holidays as 
Ebenezer Scrooge.

They will be seen this Saturday 
during the Candy Cane Hunt at 
the National Quilt Museum and 
City Christmas Parade along 
Broadway Street.

According to paducahky.gov/
paducah-ambassadors, the group 

maintains about 130 volunteers 
and put in more than 5,000 hours 
of service each year. The organiza-
tion even has an office at City Hall.

Robert Worden is a past pres-
ident for the Paducah Ambassa-
dors and spoke about their contri-
bution to Small Business Saturday 
downtown.

Paducah Ambassadors enjoy painting the town in red coats

Shown caroling at the Small Business Saturday event in downtown 
Paducah are (from left) Paducah Ambassadors Roy Hensel as Scrooge, 

Robert Worden as Charles Dickens and carolers Pamela Whinnery,  
Marty Bendick, Cheryl Bendick and Owen Kim Blaisdell.
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