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There will be plenty of holi-
day cheer this weekend when 
the area officially kicks off the 
Christmas season.

LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE

The Metropolis  Public 

Librar y will host an open 
house from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4.

The open house will include 
visits with Santa, Christmas 
crafts and Christmas snacks, 
including hot chocolate, cof-
fee and cookies.

The event will be the intro-
duction of the library’s new cof-
fee/hot chocolate/hot tea bar.

“Our goal is to create an 
atmosphere upstairs with all 
the Christmas lights that peo-
ple want to come in, hang out, 
get a warm beverage and enjoy 

the holidays,” said librar y 
director Rosemar y Baxter. 
“There’s been so much iso-
lation and coldness over the 
past 18-plus months, we want 
to help bring back that good 
hometown coziness.”

For more information, con-

tact the library at 618-524-4312.

MCHS STUDENT COUNCIL 

ANNUAL FOOD DRIVE

One way to help others 
during the holiday season is 

Events to ‘catch the Christmas spirit’
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Friends of Fort Massac had 
something to be thankful for 
last week.

The demolition of the for-
mer Laidlaw site is done.

HMG Engineers did a walk-
through of the property on 
the morning of Wednesday, 
Nov. 24, with Schafer Excava-
tion, LLC, of Pontoon Beach, 
the contractor that did the 
demolition, and declared the 
demolition project completed.

Demolition began on Nov. 
2 and was completed on Nov. 
24 — 22 days for 15 buildings, 
which included abatement.

“How far we’ve come in 22 

days,” said Friends of Fort 
Massac (FoFM) president 
Mike Kor te. “They did an 
excellent job of dressing up 
the area.”

In June, FoFM received a 
$200,000 grant through the 
Illinois Department of Com-
merce and Equal Opportunity 
for the demolition. The City 
of Metropolis also earmarked 
funding help with clean up of 
the property.

Korte noted there are some 
“relatively minor issues to 
be completed on the site” by 
Quint Utilities.

FoFM’s next big push is 
raising the funds to make the 
construction of Massac Vil-

lage happen.
Massac Village will be a 

colonial village that depicts 
the city originally developed 
prior to Metropolis and was in 
tandem with the development 
of the military fort known as 
Fort Massac.

T h e  L a i d l a w  p r o p e r -
t y,  wh ich  cons i s ted  o f 
10,000-square-feet of build-
ings, was built upon what is 
known to be the original set-
tlement of Massac Village. 
The site was a vital part of 
Metropolis’  economy for 
decades with portions of the 
building complex dating back 

Demolition of Laidlaw site declared complete
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Schafer Excavation, LLC, of Pontoon Beach, does some clean up 
and dirt work on the former Laidlaw site on Tuesday, Nov. 23. 
HMG Engineers declared the demolition project complete the 
next day.SEE LAIDLAW/PAGE A4
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Step into the Metropolis 
Public Library at any time of 
day and it doesn’t take long to 
figure out this isn’t the library 
atmosphere you grew up with.

In fact, these librarians like 
out-of-the-box ideas.

“We’re open to ideas. We 
want people to use the facility. 
We want to make an impact 
and help make memories,” 
said Rosemar y Baxter, the 
library’s director.

The community can help in 
various ways to make one of 
those memor y-makers hap-
pen.

The librar y is par ticipat-
ing in Holiday Stockings 
for Heroes, a campaign of 
Soldiers’ Angels, a national 
501©3 charity based in San 
Antonio, Texas. Now through 
Monday, Dec. 6, the library is 

accepting 100 stockings and 
the items to go into them. A 
box is located in the library’s 
lobby for donations.

On Tuesday, Dec. 7, at 
3 p.m., Massac County veter-
ans are invited to come help 
the 25 par ticipants in the 

librar y’s After School Pro-
gram Stuff the Stockings for 
Soldiers. The stockings will 
be shipped Dec. 10 and dis-

tributed to VA hospitals and to 
service members overseas.

Baxter said the librar y 
has committed to 100 stock-
ings. Once the stockings are 
stuffed with items — playing 
cards, puzzle books (cross-
words, Sudoku, Word Find), 
holiday-themed writing pens 
or pencils, socks, travel-sized 
games, card games (Uno, 
Phase 10), stress balls (holi-
day-themed preferred), gloves 
(preferably black; winter; one 
size fits all), small notepads, 
other holiday-themed items, 
holiday-themed lip balm and 
food items — they’ll be closed 
with a sock cap.

Soldiers’ Angels requests 
any food items be placed in 
Ziploc baggies in case the 
packets break. Suggestions 
include beef jerky, packages 
of holiday nuts, single-serv-
ing drink mix packets, holiday 
candy (in sealed wrapping or 
small unopened bags), candy 
canes, peanut brittle, sin-
gle-serving cookie packages, 
apple cider packets and hot 
chocolate.

Baxter noted Soldiers ’ 

Staff wants library to make impact, memories
Donations being 
accepted to Stuff 

the Stockings  
for Soldiers
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Following their Thanksgiving meal, participants in the Metropolis Public Library’s After School Pro-
gram spent the rest of the afternoon reading to each other. Jada, a kindergartner, reads “A Pumpkin 
Prayer.”
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