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BY DON BABWIN

ASSOCIATED PRESS

CHICAGO — A police force with a 
history of brutality and racism creat-
ed a new crime-fighting team, but on 
one of its first forays into the streets, 

the group did not wear body cameras, 
which would have shown whether a 
man accused of firing a gun at officers 
was, in fact, armed.

That’s where the Chicago Police 
Department finds itself in the wake of 

a police shooting of a Black man that 
prompted hundreds of vandals to 
descend on the city’s famed Magnificent 
Mile shopping area, where they smashed 
store windows and made off with every-
thing from clothing to cash registers.

Latrell Allen, 20, appeared in court 
Tuesday on charges of attempted 
murder and was ordered held on a 
$1 million bond. Police said he fired 

BY DAVID ZOELLER

THE PLANET

When Noel Neill, bet-
ter known as Daily Planet 
reporter Lois Lane, would 
come to town during the 
annual Superman Celebra-
tion, she always made a 
point to visit the Metropolis 
Planet newspaper office.

According to Karla Ogle, 

a co-chair of the annual 
Superman event, Neill loved 
stopping by the of fice on 
East Fifth Street, recogniz-
able due to the Planet globe 
out front.

“She loved Metropolis, 
loved being at the Planet,” 
Ogle said, of the actress who 
por trayed the repor ter in 
“Adventures of Superman,” 

the 1950s television series. 
“She used to have her auto-
graph sessions there.”

In fact, Neill loved Metrop-
olis so much she made it her 
home a short time before 
her death in 2016, Ogle said.

When the newspaper 
of fice was recently closed 
and operations moved to 
The Paducah Sun building, 

the globe was donated to 
the Metropolis Chamber of 
Commerce.

Ogle knew there was only 
one place to locate the globe 
— near the statue of the 
likeness of Neill’s Lois Lane 
on the corner of Eighth and 
Market streets.

BY DAVID ZOELLER

THE PLANET

Administrators, faculty and 
staff in Massac Unit 1 and Jop-
pa-Maple Grove District 38 
are getting ready for the start 
of school next Monday, with 
COVID-19 preparations added 
to their to-do lists.

“Teachers are coming into 
the building this week to pre-
pare their classrooms and 
unbox some of the new tech-
nology that we have. We’ll 
have training for that this 
week,” said Vickie Artman, 
Joppa-Maple Grove superin-
tendent.

“We are also going back 
over the building making sure 
our signage is clearly posted 
and the markers are on the 
floor so students understand 
the six feet social distancing.

BY DAVID ZOELLER

THE PLANET

Tourism efforts in Metropolis took 
another COVID-19-related hit Mon-
day with the cancellation of the 2020 
Fort Massac Encampment, which was 
scheduled for Oct. 17-18 at Fort Mas-
sac State Park.

“The Fort Massac Encampment is 
one of southern Illinois’ most trea-
sured and popular fall festivals, draw-
ing thousands of people from across 
the state as well as neighboring 
states,” said Colleen Callahan, director 
of the Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources.

“Given the possibility the event 
will draw large crowds, the depart-
ment, in consultation with the Illinois 
Department of Public Health and the 

BY DAVID ZOELLER

THE PLANET

The Metropolis City Coun-
cil approved a first reading of 
the city’s 2020-21 fiscal year 
appropriation ordinance Mon-
day night, with appropriations 
totaling $34.2 million.

“An appropriations ordi-
nance specifies the maximum 
you can spend within a given 
fiscal year,” city attorney Rick 
Abell told council members.

“Appropriations tend to be 
larger (than a convention-
al budget). You appropriate 
ever ything you think you 
might get (revenue) plus what 
you have on hand.

‘Under the appropriations 
system, if you don’t appro-
priate it, you can’t spend it,” 
Abell said.

The general fund appro-
priations total $10,524,363, 
and inc lude administra -
tive costs ($7,784,573), the 
police ($1,712,865) and fire 
($914,900) depar tments, 

Metropolis Planet 
globe has a new ‘home’

Fort Massac Encampment canceled
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Fort Massac State Park will not be hosting the annual Fort Massac Encampment in Octo-
ber this year due to concerns over the spread of COVID-19. The cancellation by the Illi-
nois Department of Natural Resources is the third major tourism event canceled this 
year due to the pandemic, including Superman Days and the ASA Archery Tournament.

Lack of body cameras fuels suspicion in Chicago shooting

Josh Reagor 
(left) and Don 

Gower 
(behind stat-

ue) prepare to 
place the 

Metropolis 
Planet globe 
near the Lois 

Lane statue in 
view of Super-

man Square 
on Saturday 

morning. The 
globe was 

donated by 
the Metropolis 

Planet to the 
local chamber 
of commerce, 

which chose 
the site as the 
perfect land-

ing spot.
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opening

City council 
introduces 

ordinance on 
appropriations
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Accepting New Admissions!

Call Us For A Virtual Tour.


