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Unit 1 has
‘lucky
factors’ with
cases of
COVID-19
BY TERRA TEMPLE
TTEMPLE@METROPOLISPLANET.COM

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the
first in a series of stories examining
how local school districts are
handling instruction in the era of
COVID-19. The second story will
appear in next week’s edition.

Massac Unit 1 repor ted
its first two cases of positive
COVID-19 tests last week.
In a letter to parents dated
Thursday, Sept. 10, Supt.
Jason Hayes reported those
involved were two staff members who work at Unity Elementary School.
During an inter view Tuesday, Hayes said Unity and the
district were lucky with their
first diagnoses.
“Both individuals tested over
Labor Day weekend or the
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Massac County chief deputy clerk Lynn Hillebrand (seated) processes a vote-by-mail application while deputy recorder Courtney
Deasel (left) and Massac County Clerk Hailey Miles observe. The first day the office can send out mail-in ballots to registered voters
who have requested them is Thursday, Sept. 24, which is also the date early voting begins. Other clerk’s office employees are, but
not pictured, deputy clerk Kristina Boyd and Keaton Clark, a temporary part-time employee who is helping with the election.

County clerk prepares
to start mailing ballots
BY TERRA TEMPLE
TTEMPLE@METROPOLISPLANET.COM

In some 35 days, Election
Day 2020 will be here. But
that one day means a lot of
preparation for the Massac
County Clerk’s office, especially in the year of COVID.
As of Monday, from Mas-

sac County’s 11,000-plus
registered voters, the clerk’s
office has received 600 mailin ballot requests. The office
will start mailing those ballots Sept. 24.
“For ever yone who’s
requested one, we have to
have them mailed out by Oct.

5 for this first round. Anybody can still call and request
one after that, but whoever’s
already requested, we have
to have them mailed out by
then,” Massac County Clerk
Hailey Miles said.
Oct. 29 is the last day the
clerk’s office can receive a
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Brookport
council receives
audit, selects
aldermen

vote by mail application.
While voting by mail has
received a lot of coverage in
the year of COVID, it’s not a
new concept.
“There’s a lot of people
who think it’s fraudulent,
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That difference “is mainly due to your
decisions to manage and prioritize construction projects,” Smith continued.
“We also tried stay as close to the previous appropriations as possible, only
increasing items that were necessary for
repairs or things that had to be replaced.

BROOKPOR T — The
Brookpor t City council was
recently presented with an
audit repor t and approved
new hir es and alder man
appointments.
Jef f Schroeder presented
the auditor’s repor t, which
consists of two parts — the
financial statement and gover nment compliance. The
financial statement with internal controls recognizes revenues and expenses.
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City approves appropriations ordinance
BY TERRA TEMPLE
TTEMPLE@METROPOLISPLANET.COM

After suspending the r ules at its
meeting Monday, the Metropolis City
Council adopted the annual appropriations ordinance for fiscal year 2020-21.
The appropriations ordinance provides the legal authority under which
the municipality allocates money to

specific spending activities. For the
2020-21 fiscal year, that amount is
$34,262,450 for the city of Metropolis.
“This year’s appropriations ordinance
is about $2.2 million less than the previous year,” Linda Smith, chief accountant
for the City of Metropolis, explained
during a public hearing held just before
the night’s regular council meeting.

Rain doesn’t dampen ‘Massiac Marines’ visit
BY TERRA TEMPLE
TTEMPLE@METROPOLISPLANET.COM

A downpour of rain with
booming thunder and lightning didn’t stop the Massiac
Marines on Saturday after-

noon during their monthSteven Gerlach, of Sparta,
ly visit to Fort Massac State was just beginning his presenPark. As re-enactors of mil- tation on “the plaque doctor”
itar y and civilian life in the when the rain came and forced
18th century, they’re used to
all kinds of weather.
SEE MASSIAC/PAGE A3

Steven Gerlach models what doctors wore 400 years ago during his presentation on “the plaque
doctor” on Saturday. Dating to the 1600s, the mask’s nose funnel held good-smelling herbs, usually
lavender, to absorb the miasma believed to be emitted by diseases like smallpox making them contagious. The table beside Gerlach holds the medicines of the 18th century.
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