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SPRINGFIELD — Included 
in the $45 billion Rebuild Illi-
nois capital infrastructure plan 
in 2019 was a $400 million 
investment aimed at providing 
statewide broadband access to 
every residence, business and 
community institution across 
the state by 2024.

“It’s an ambitious goal,” Matt 
Schmit, director of the Office of 
Broadband in the Department 
of Commerce and Economic 
Opportunity, said in an inter-
view with Capitol News Illinois. 
“We think if we make smart 
investments, we think we can 
meet this goal, that’s why we 
put it in place and that’s why we 
want to push ourselves.”

The program, known as Con-
nect Illinois, funds broadband 
expansion efforts through com-
petitive grants that are matched 
with other nonstate dollars.

Advocates point out that the 
internet’s ubiquity in American 
life make connectivity essential 
for health care, education, and 
even management of finances.

But access to internet often 
has geographic or income 
boundaries, leaving swaths of 
land and its inhabitants cut off 
from the daily web necessities 
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Massac County Treasurer 
Jody Haverkamp has begun 
allocating money from the $1.8 
million in proper ty tax pay-
ments received as of last week 
into the various county funds, 
she told the county commis-
sioners in a recent meeting.

“I went ahead and did an 
early disbursement,” Haver-
kamp said. “Massac County 
received $340,999 out of that 
allocation, in which $58,688 
went in to the general fund.”

Following that early disburse-
ment, “Currently, we have $6 
million available to allocate,” 
she said.

She told commissioners City 
National Bank has been helpful 
in the tax collection process, and 
a drop box that has been estab-
lished has been well used.
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W
hile most of 
America was 
social distancing, 

one Paducah native took 
it to new heights by 
completing a trek of the 
Appalachian Trail just days 
ago.

William Allen, a 
38-year-old resident of 
Marion, Illinois, was never 
much of a hiker before 
March but, just days before 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
swept the country, he felt 
like something in his life 
needed to change.

“I was just sitting there 
at my desk one day and I 
felt like a part of me was 
missing, so I had to go 
out and find it,” he said. “I 
decided that I needed to 
figure something out and 
the next day I took off on 
the trail.

“I’ve never really gone on 
a hike nothing like this.”

The Paducah Tilghman 
High School graduate 
started hiking in Georgia 
on March 7 and, 162 days 
and 2,190 miles later, 
summited the final peak of 
Mt. Katahdin in Maine on 
Aug. 16.

Allen thinks his lack of 
experience both helped and 
hindered him.

“I didn’t really know what 
to expect going in but I 
remember I told myself I 
was going to find someone 
who’d done some serious 
hiking when I got there and 
try to figure it out along 
the way,” he said. “I met 
someone at the shelter after 
the approach trail and went 
with them the next morning 

and learned the ways of the 
hiking world.”

One of his bigger errors 
starting out was just the 
equipment he chose to 
carry.

“I didn’t really do much 
research. When I first 
started I had the worst gear 
you could possibly have,” 
Allen said. “I basically 
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With the number of con-
firmed COVID-19 cases on 
the rise, the Southern Seven 
Health Department will host 
two free mobile testing sites 
in the region over the Labor 
Day weekend.

The Illinois Depar tment 
of Public Health will set up 
mobile testing units at the 
S7HD clinic of fices in Anna 
on Saturday, and in Vienna 
on Sunday. Both sites will be 
open to the public from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. for drive-through 
service.

“Over the last few weeks, 
we’ve star ted to see an 
increase throughout the state 
in COVID-19 cases, especially 
down here in our region,” said 
Shawnna Rhine, S7 communi-
ty outreach coordinator.

“So we’re holding these in 
response to that giving any-

body who wants to get tested 
an opportunity to.”

Anyone needing a COVID-
19 test, even those without 
symptoms, can be tested with-
out an appointment or doc-
tor’s referral. The nasal swab 
test is free whether or not the 
participants have insurance. 

Those who have insurance are 
asked to bring their insurance 
card with them.

“We want to make sure that 
everybody has that opportuni-
ty (to be tested),” Rhine said.

The mobile testing sites are 

Health Department plans mobile COVID-19 testing

Above: Marion resident Wil-
liam Allen celebrates Aug. 16 

atop the summit of Maine’s 
Mt. Katahdin, the final peak 
on his 2,190-mile trek of the 

Appalachian Trail. The 
38-year-old was never much 

of a hiker before, but he 
hopes this is the first of many 

long-haul expeditions.

Right: Marion resident Wil-
liam Allen looks out off a 

ledge during his Appalachian 
Trail expedition.
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While outgoing Metropolis 
Municipal Airport Manager 
Jerry Caudle will be avail-
able to help with the transi-
tion, the new manager is no 
stranger to the operation.

Caudle of ficially stepped 
down from the position 
Tuesday, marking the end of 
a 40-year career at the gener-
al aviation airport northwest 
of the city.

Last week the Metropolis 
City Council approved the 
hiring of Wayne Helm as his 
replacement. Helm has also 

been a fixture at the airport 
taking care of the grounds.

Helm’s wife, Kay, will also 
help manage the business 
side of things. At the urg-
ing of Mayor Billy McDan-
iel, the council approved the 
couple’s hiring on a month-
to-month basis, until a new 
mayor is elected next April.

“I’ve just always liked air-
planes,” said Caudle, helping 
to explain his long tenure.

Born in Metropolis, his 
family moved to Chicago 
when he was 8 years old. He 

Airport manager transition goes smoothly
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Wayne Helm, left, and his wife, Kay, prepare to take the reins 
of the daily operations of the Metropolis Municipal Airport 
with the retirement of Jerry Caudle after 40 years on the job.
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