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WASHINGTON — With crowds of 
admirers swelling outside, Supreme 
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
was remembered Wednesday at the 
court by grieving family, colleagues 

and friends as a prophet for justice 
who persevered against long odds to 
become an American icon.

The court’s eight justices, masked 
along with everyone else because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, gathered for the 
first time in more than six months for 
the ceremony to mark Ginsburg’s death 

from cancer last week at age 87 after 27 
years on the court.

Washington already is consumed 
with talk of Ginsburg’s replacement, 
but Chief Justice John Roberts focused 
on his longtime colleague.
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CHICAGO — Gale Sayers, 
the dazzling and elusive run-
ning back who entered the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame 
despite the briefest of careers 
and whose fame extended far 
beyond the field for decades 
thanks to a friendship with a 
dying Chicago Bears team-
mate, has died. He was 77.

Nicknamed “The Kansas 
Comet” and considered among 
the best open-field runners the 
game has ever seen, Sayers 
died Wednesday, according to 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Relatives of Sayers had 
said he was diagnosed with 
dementia. In March 2017, his 
wife, Ardythe, said she partly 
blamed his football career.
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For Lee Sanders one of the 
thrills of being a composer 
is hearing a piece he’s writ-
ten being per-
formed live.

That came to 
fruition over the 
weekend when 
Sanders  con -
ducted the brass 
ensemble of the 
Paducah Sym-
phony Orches-
tra in an original 
piece he wrote specifically for 
them.

“Four Rivers Fanfare” made 
its public debut at Saturday’s 
Brass on the Grass.

The event was the first PSO 
held in seven months.

“We were tr ying to figure 
out something to do with-
in guidelines and I think our 
artistic director suggested a 
brass concer t,” said Reece 
King, the PSO’s executive 
director.

“This is the first a a logical 
progression. Our hope is we 
can do our Christmas concert 
at the ExpoCenter since there’s 
more room to spread out and 
be back at the Carson Center in 
late spring, provided the guide-
lines allow us to do all that.”

For Brass on the Grass, King 
discovered he needed another 
song to fill the time frame.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second in a 
series examining how local school districts 
are handling instruction in the era of COVID-
19. The third story will appear in next week’s 
edition.

With six weeks of the new school 
year under their belts, Massac Unit 1 
students, staff and parents are continu-
ing to adapt to education in the era of 
COVID-19.

While everyone got a taste of remote 
learning at the end of the 2019-20 
school year, how to handle the 2020-
21 school year started taking shape 
in mid-July when Supt. Jason Hayes 
formed a 35-member transition team 
made up of staff, school board mem-
bers and other individuals.

That group has been meeting every 
two to three weeks, evaluating COVID 
statistics and the best plan to transition 
back to in-person learning. Its next 
meeting is set for Friday.

One of the group’s first actions was 
to sur vey parents and teachers for 
their opinions on handling the sit-
uation. With an 80% response from 
both groups, 78% of the parents and 
92% of staff selected some in-person 
learning.

The transition team, the school 
board and the district are also basing 
decisions with guidance from the Illi-
nois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
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in-person instruction
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Ginsburg remembered as prophet for justice, American icon

Scouts conduct CNB flag-raising ceremony
Members of Boy Scout 
Troop 101 salute the 
flag after conducting a 
flag-raising ceremony 
for City National Bank 
on Saturday. Dozens of 
community members 
witnessed the dedica-
tion at the bank’s annex 
located at 401 Ferry St. 
Along with the flag-rais-
ing conducted by the 
troop’s color guard, Boy 
Scouts also presented 
information about the 
symbolism of the flag 
and the American flag 
code. Following the rais-
ing of the colors, attend-
ees recited the Pledge 
of Allegiance and stood 
at attention during a 
playing of the Whitney 
Houston version of “The 
Star-Spangled Banner.”
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Petitions began circulating 
Tuesday for Massac Coun-
ty’s spring 2021 election.

Offices on next year’s bal-
lot are:

• Massac Unit 1 school 
board: Four seats are up for 
election.

•  J o p p a - M a p l e  G r o v e 
school board.

•  Ci ty  o f  Metr opo l i s : 
Along with the of f ice of 
mayor, four city council posi-
tions and the of fice of city 
clerk are up for election.

• City of Brookport: The 
of fices of mayor, clerk and 
three aldermen are up for 
election.

• Village of Joppa: The 
president and trustees will 
be decided.

Also on the ballot will be 
members of Community Col-
lege District 431 and trust-
ees for the Regional Board 
of School.

T h o s e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n 
r unning for any of these 

Petitions for 
spring 2021 
election now 

available
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