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Massac County adopts 2020 
budget, OKs union contracts

After being on public display for 
15 days, Massac County’s commis-
sioners approved a motion to ap-
prove the fiscal year 2020 county 
budget at Tuesday morning’s week-
ly meeting.

Prior to the vote Commission 
Chairman Jayson Farmer stated 
the revenue this year is anticipated 
to be $5,197,400 and the estimated 
expenses for the year is $4,631,927.

Farmer says 2019 was a bet-
ter year financially for the county, 
noting how the county has tried to 
stay on top of its unpaid bills. There 

were unpaid invoices from previous 
years, which were paid off, which 
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HEADING 

TO STATE

Joppa Maple Grove (J-MG)school 
board members learned at the Jan. 27 
board meeting the Joppa High School 
Beta Club is heading to the state con-
vention March 4-7.

According to J-MG Superinten-
dent Vickie Artman, the school will 
have approximately 25 students go-
ing to Springfield and explained to the 
board, the school needed to come up 
with alternate transportation. “This is 
a good problem to have,” said Artman. 
“We have many bright and talented 
students. We should recognize their 
talents”

The board approved a motion to au-
thorize the school to rent a large van 
from Enterprise. They will also use 
the school activity bus. “This will allow 
room for all the students and their lug-
gage,” said Artman.

In Artman’s report to the board, she 
told the board it should approve re-
vised certified and non-certified staff 
lists prior to Feb. 1. “Each year we add 
teachers who have attained tenure sta-
tus the previous spring or delete teach-
ers who have left the district. The same 
is true of non-certified staff,” she said.

According to Artman, J-MG is 
scheduled for a compliance visit in 
February. A review of policy, mandat-
ed trainings, mandated units of study, 
review of bus drivers and other vari-
ous items will be reviewed.

This year, the Regional Office of 
Education will conduct a Professional 
Development Audit. The district has 
received approximately 62 percent of 
anticipated revenues. This is up from 
the same time last year. “Our expen-
ditures are representative of what we 
typically spend which is around 48 per-
cent this time of year,” said Artman.

The board approved two amend-
ments to the Health, Life Safety Plan. 
The first one was the roof over the 
Maple Grove Elementary kitchen and 
cafeteria, which is leaking. “We need 
to remove the existing roof system 
down to the deck, repair or replace ar-
eas that are deteriorated and then in-
stall new insulation, membrane roof-
ing and flashing.,” said Artman.

The second amendment is to to re-
pair the Joppa Jr. and Sr. High School 
roofing system over the gymnasium 
lobby. “It, too, is leaking. We need to 
remove the existing roofing system 
down to the deck, repair any areas that 
are deteriorated and install new insu-
lation, roof membrane and flashing,” 
said Artman.

The board also approved a matching 
fiscal year 2020 Illinois State Board of 
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The Quilts of Valor (QOV) Foun-
dation has named the Little Egypt 
Quilting Group as a registered QOV 
group. The Little Egypt Quilters had 
its first meeting in June of 2019 with 
a goal to cover every veteran in south-

ern Illinois from Mt. Vernon to Cairo 
On Saturday afternoon, they helped 
cover six more local veterans from 
Massac County, during a presenta-
tion at the American Legion Hall in 
front of a crowd of over 50 people.

“We began this group with just 
two people Mary Helen McGreevy 

and myself, Ann Collins. We invited 
a few of our quilting friends to join us 
at an informational meeting in June 
2019, with the state coordinator Jan 
Copeland. From there we formed 
our group with 17 members,” said 
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Metropolis approves bids for 
sale and lease of properties

By adoption of ordinances on Mon-
day night, the Metropolis City Coun-
cil approved two bids for the sale 
and lease of properties. During the 
mayor’s report to the council, a bid of 
$2970 was accepted from SherrieMae 
Pam for a lot at 1120 Vienna St. The lot 
had been acquired by the city for the 
demolition of the structure on it.

A bid for a five-year lease of farm-
land located near the Metropolis 
Airport was awarded to Matthew 
Douglas in the amount of $14,000 

per year for cash rent. The parcel 
of land is 106 acres. The city is still 
accepting bids for a five-year cash 
lease of farmland located in the In-
dustrial Park off Devers Road.

Also during the mayor’s report, 
the council approved extending its 
mowing contract with Ethan Som-
mer for 2020.

Although the swearing in of a new 
police officer for the Metropolis 
Police Department, Roger Giltner 
Jr., was on the agenda, it was post-
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Roger Giltner Jr., second from left, was sworn in as the newest police officer at the 
Metropolis Police Department. The oath was given by Metropolis City Clerk Jan Adams. 
Joining Giltner was Public Safety Director Harry Masse and Mayor Billy McDaniel. Please see CITY | 8A


