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Massac Unit 1 will over-
see four construction proj-
ects this summer. Part of 
the work will be funded 
through the selling of $1.6 
million in bonds.

The school  board 
made the approvals at its 
Jan. 25 meeting.

M a r k  B a y s i n g e r, 
with Baysinger Archi-
tects LLC, presented 
the design of the new 
restroom/concession 
building for the Massac 
County High School foot-
ball/track stadium, along 
with a smaller version to 
be located at the school’s 
baseball/softball field.

T h e  b o a r d  a l s o 
approved Baysinger’s 
design for a new main-
tenance building to be 
located behind Massac 

Junior High School as 
the current building, 
located at Metropolis 
Elementary School, has 
been condemned.

To provide addition-
al storage at MES, the 
board approved building 
a smaller storage facility 
on the foundation of the 
maintenance building

Financial consultant 
T im King discussed 
the extension of the 
district’s working cash 
fund bonds for these and 
future projects.

The bond “will give 
us around $1.6 million 
to cover all four of those 
building projects with 
hopefully some left over 
for other health/life/
safety improvements,” 
Unit 1 superintendent 
Jason Hayes said.
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While rumors had been flying 
around for a couple of weeks, 
the official word spread quickly 
Tuesday.

Honeywell intends to reopen 
the Metropolis Works plant.

“As the only domestic urani-
um conversion facility, Honey-
well’s Metropolis Works facility 
has been an important national 
strategic asset, well-positioned 
to satisfy UF6 (uranium hexa-
fluoride) demand both in the 
U.S. and abroad,” said Mike 
Hockey, Honeywell’s director of 
external communications.

In a statement issued Tues-
day, Honeywell plans to restart 
production at Metropolis Works 
in early 2023, with preparations 
beginning this year. Honeywell 
will hire 160 full-time employ-
ees as well as contractors by 
the end of next year.

“We’re proud to bring these 
jobs back to the Metropolis 
community to meet the needs 
of our customers,” Hockey said.

“It is especially encouraging 
to hear this announcement after 
the dif ficult economic times 
we’ve experienced this past 
year with the pandemic and 
with the reports of other poten-
tial closures in the area,” said 
State Rep. Patrick Windhorst 
(R-Metropolis). “I was excited 
to hear the news that Honey-
well’s Metropolis facility will be 
restarting production in early 
2023. The addition of 160 full-
time jobs will be a tremendous 
boost to Massac County and the 
entire region.”

Honeywell Metropolis Works 
has been in a “ready-idle” sta-
tus with a reduced amount of 
material on site for three years. 
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The Joppa-Maple Grove 
District 38 school board 
began the steps of estab-
lishing a District Strategic 
Planning Committee at its 
Monday, Jan. 25, meeting.

The committee will con-
sist of a variety of individ-
uals who will help address 
the district’s strategic plan.

“Strategic planning is 
needed for our district that 
aligns with our mission to 
succeed in the best edu-
cational interests of our 
students,” said superinten-
dent Dr. Vickie Artman. 
“This will help our district 
define what it intends to 
achieve when it comes to 
student success objectives 
and organizational goals.”

Three JMG school 
board members — Kevin 
Castleman, Chris McGin-
ness and Stacey Reames 
— volunteered to be part 
of the committee, which 
will also consist of school 
administration, teach-

ers, staff and community 
members.

The strategic plan to 
be developed by the com-
mittee “must be about 
improving students ’ 
school experience and 
their learning outcomes 
while staying financial-
ly solvent,” Artman said. 
“The goal is to have a plan 
of action as to what we 
should do for the future 
of our school district. We 
will be investigating all 
options.”

Artman noted no limit 
has been set for the num-
ber of committee mem-
bers. Anyone interested 
in volunteering for the 
committee can contact 
any JMG school board 
member or Artman at 
vartman@joppa38.com or 
543-7589.

IN OTHER BUSINESS:

• Graduation dates 
have been set. Joppa High 
School graduation will be 
at 7 p.m. Friday, May 14. 

Unit 1 to take 
on construction 

projects

Joppa-Maple Grove school 
board establishing District 

Strategic Planning Committee

Honeywell to reopen

Hirings will begin this 
year to prepare site
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A part of the Metropolis landscape since 1958, the Honeywell Metropolis Works plant is scheduled to 
restart production of uranium hexafluoride in early 2023. Preparation of the site will start immediately. 
Honeywell will hire 160 full-time employees as well as contractors by the end of next year.

Before it was Honeywell … 
BY PLANET STAFF

The following Allied Corporation 
Metropolis Plant company 
background information is taken 
from the Massac County Illinois 
History Vol. 1 1987 book produced 
by the Massac County Historical 
Society.

In October 1955, the Atom-
ic Energy Commission (AEC) 
permitted industry to enter the 
uranium hexafluoride (UF6) 
conversion business by inviting 
bids on a contract for the con-
version of government-owned 
uranium ore concentrates. The 
award would be made on the 
basis if the lowest cost to the 
government with favorable con-
sideration for bidders offering 
a unique process which would 
enhance nuclear technology.

In December 1956, the AEC 
announced that Allied Chemi-
cal was the successful bidder. 
The five-year contract was for 
the conversion of 4240 tons per 
year with the first delivery to 
be made in April 1959 and an 
option to renew by the AEC.

In early 1957, teams were 
assembled to conduct research 
in Allied’s headquarters of Mor-
ristown, New Jersey; to build 
and operate a pilot plant in 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana; and to 
select a site in the Midwest suit-
able for the construction and 
operation of the manufacturing 
facility.

In August 1957, ground was 
broken a mile north of Metrop-
olis on a 900-acre site. Allied 
Chemical Metropolis was com-
pleted in December 1958 with 
the first UF6 shipment deliv-
ered to the Atomic Energy 
Commission plant, located west 
of Paducah, Kentucky, with-
in eight days of the contract’s 
April 1959 deadline.

Metropolis operated at 
increasing volumes and effi-
ciencies throughout the five-
year contract period with staff 
reaching 300 by 1964. Uncer-
tain if the AEC contract would 
be renewed, Metropolis area 
residents mounted a concerted 
lobbying effort; however, the 
AEC shut down the plant after 
then-President Lyndon John-
son ordered a 25% reduction 
in the AEC budget. The work 
force was cut back to 37.

During the mid-1960s, the 
plant produced only sulfur 
hexafluoride (SF6), a gaseous 
dielectric used by the electrical 
utility industry. The UF6 facili-
ty was maintained in a manner 
that would permit ef fective 
start-up.

In 1968, Allied Chemical was 
back in business in Metropolis 
with a two-phase expansion due 
to the sudden rush of orders. 
By 1977, plant capacity was 28 
million pounds per year.

The plant’s calcium fluoride 
recovery unit, which combines 
a solid and liquid waste to pro-
duce a usable product, opened 
in May 1982. It received nation-
al recognition in 1983 when 
Allied Corporation received the 
National Environmental Indus-
try award from the President’s 
Council on Environmental 
Quality and the Environmental 
Industry Council.

In 1985, Allied merged with 
Signal Companies, adding to 
its aerospace, automotive and 
engineered materials busi-
ness. By 1987, the Metropolis 
plant, then Allied-Signal, Inc., 
employed around 400.

In 1999, Honeywell was 
acquired by AlliedSignal, who 
elected to retain the Honeywell 
name for its brand recognition.
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REAL ESTATE

Stewart Weisenberger, Designated Managing Broker

Metropolis: 618-524-3000 • Vienna: 618-658-2600 • Paducah: 270-443-2525

Dedicated to Real Estate Excellence

701E. 5th St. •Metropolis, IL

102College St. •Vienna, IL

www.farmerco.net

13 Crestview Dr. • Metropolis, IL

$119,900
4 BR | 2.5 BA | 1612 SF

811 W 18th St. • Metropolis, IL

$39,900
City lot with 2100 SF building

1217 Market St. • Metropolis, IL

$69,900
2 BR | 1.5 BA | 952 SF

513 Girard St. • Metropolis, IL

$139,500
3 BR | 2 BA | 2600 SF

Let Us Match You With The Perfect Home


