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Massac County Histori-
cal Society Annual Tour of 
Homes and Open House 
will be Sunday, Dec. 8, 
from 1 to 4 p.m. This year’s 
tour is full of history, as 
each building is over a cen-
tury old. All the stops on 
the tour are close together, 
allowing ample time to 
visit each one, and perhaps 
also stop at Fort Massac 
State Park for its Old Tyme 
Christmas celebration. 
Featured are the homes of 
John Davies and Ford Lov-
erin, 408 Market St. and 
308 Park St.; and Kelly and 
Jeff Wisniewski, 904 Ferry 
St. Also on the tour is Park 
Street church of Christ, at 
the corner of Fourth and 

Park streets. Park Street is 
the one-block long street 
on the east side of Wash-
ington Park.

Refreshments will be 
served at the Curtis Home, 
405 Market St., which will 
be decorated for the sea-
son by the Metropolis Gar-
den Club. Tickets are $7, 
and will be available at any 
home, so tour-goers may 
start and end their tour at 
any point. Balloons will 
mark each stop on the tour.

Wisniewski Home

904 Ferry St.
It is estimated the clas-

sic two-story house was 
built around 1910. It was 
purchased by Jeff and 
Kelly Lewis Wisniewski 

of Ingleside in 2015 from 
Ann Schneider and Merle 
Pansing, who grew up 
there.

The Pansing fam-
ily owned the house from 
1930-2015. The Wisniews-
kis purchased the home 
to be close to family in 
Metropolis. The home has 
three bedrooms and one 
and one-half baths, and 
features pocket doors, 
hardwood floors and a 
built-in ironing board, all 
of which give the house 
lots of character. Don’t for-
get to look at the pictures 
in the upstairs hallway that 
show how the house has 
changed over the years.

Staff Report

Tour of Homes to feature 3 homes, church Snowmen of all 
shapes and sizes 
adorn the tree of 
Jeff and Kelly Wis-
iewski at 904 Fer-
ry Street, which 
was built in 1910. 
Their house is on 
this year’s Mas-
sac County His-
torical Society’s 
Tour of Homes on 
Sunday, Dec. 8 
from 1-4 p.m.
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Come March 2020 on Elec-
tion Day, voters in Metropolis 
will once again have the ques-
tion to vote on of whether or 
not to allow a tax increase not 
to exceed 1 percent on the sell-
ing price of tangible personal 

property. Last time voters 
were faced with this question, 
the revenue was to be used for 
repairs to the Massac County 
Courthouse. This time those 
revenues would be used for 
municipal operations, expen-
ditures on public infrastruc-
ture or property tax relief ac-

cording to the ordinance the 
Metropolis City Council ap-
proved Monday night.

Mike Hall, Ward 1, voted 
no, and Chad Lewis, Ward 4, 
was absent from the meeting.

During the corporate coun-
sel report to the council, Rick 
Abell explained the ordinance 

presented before the alder-
men. According to Abell and 
Metropolis Mayor Billy Mc-
Daniel, due to increasing ex-
penses and mandates made 
by the State of Illinois that the 
city can not afford, as well as a 
decrease in general fund rev-
enues which includes gaming 

revenue, this is a needed tax 
for city operations. He noted 
specifically the police and fire 
pension funds.

The amount of money put 
into the police and fire pen-
sion funds is mandated by 
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Voters to see sales tax question on ballot
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Massac County Drug Awareness Coali-
tion’s (MCDAC) 2019 Community Edu-
cation Program honored Massac County 
students who wrote essays during the an-
nual Red Ribbon Week (RRW), provided 
a walk-through prevention program and 
offered a presentation on Juuling by Dr. 
Jonathan E. Walters.

The meeting was held in the basement 
of Massac County Courthouse Annex on 
Nov. 21 and began with a short MCDAC 
business meeting followed by recognition 
of the RRW essay winners.

Sabrina Beck, MCDAC board mem-
ber and volunteer began by explaining 
MCDAC had received 245 essays, which 
equaled to 48 percent participation 
among students in grades fourth through 
sixth.

This year’s essay question asked to stu-
dents was: “What does ‘Send a Message. 
Stay Drug Free,’ mean to you?” It was 
also the national RRW theme.

Awards were given for first place, run-
ner up and for honorable mention be-
cause Beck said there were several essays 
which were very well written. The first 
place winners received a pencil pouch, 
drug-free smart phone kit — pencil 
sharpener, eraser and sticker. Runners 
up and honorable mention prizes was a 
smart phone eraser and all winners were 
given an award certificate.

Upstairs at the Courthouse Annex, 
Cindy Davis, with Southern Seven Health 
Department set up the Hidden in Plain 
Sight prevention program, to allow par-
ents, grandparents, caregivers, teach-
ers and other adults a chance to explore 
a mock teenager’s bedroom to see and 
identify drug paraphernalia and hiding 
places along with other signs, which may 
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MCDAC 
recognizes 

essay winners 

27th 
Annual 
Groceries 
for Good

Group provides
vaping presentation

Please see MCDAC | 10A

Girl Scouts from Troop 8676 help to bag groceries at Save A Lot in Metropolis on Saturday during the 27th 
Annual Groceries for Good event sponsored by the Metropolis Planet, Big John Grocery and Save A Lot.

Julie Welsh makes a 
donation to Maci Par-
mer with Girl Scout Troop 
8019 at Big John Grocery 
for the Groceries for Good 
event. In Massac County, 
742 bags were collected 
and donated to COPE 
Food Pantry, Guardian 
Family Services and Hope 
Unlimited Family Care 
Center.
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