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When Gov. JB Pritzker 
signed House Bill 3653 into 
law on Feb. 22, 2021, 118th 
District State Rep. Patrick 
Windhorst, R-Metropolis, was 
among those who quickly 
voiced his objections.

The criminal justice omni-
bus bill, referred to as the 

“Safe-T Act,” backed by the 
Ill inois Legislative Black 
Caucus, abolishes cash bail, 
overhauls police certification 
and reforms use-of-force stan-
dards, among numerous other 
provisions which are to be 
enacted between this year and 
2025.

As the legislature’s new 
sessions begins, Windhorst 

is taking action to repeal that 
bill.

Windhorst led a news con-
ference on Wednesday, Jan. 
5, to highlight HR 598, a res-
olution he is sponsoring that 
calls for the full repeal of the 
“Safe-T Act.”

Massac County Sherif f 
Chad Kaylor said HR 598 
“backs up his support of us. 

I’ve known Rep. Windhorst 
many years and worked 
with him when he was Mas-
sac County States Attorney. 
He has always suppor ted 
law enforcement and the job 
we do. The ‘Safe-T-Act’ that 
was passed has many prob-
lems with it. I agree that the 
bill should be scrapped and 
started from scratch to fix the 

problems that is causing and 
the future problems that will 
arise.”

Windhorst said the state 
is less safe after the sweep-
ing legislation passed in the 
final hours of the lame duck 
session of the 101st General 
Assembly in January 2021.

Rep. files to repeal criminal justice reform bill
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The Massac County Com-
mission approved a motion to 
display the 2022 budget at its 
meeting Tuesday, Jan. 11.

The budget will be on dis-
play for 15 days at the Massac 
County Clerk’s office. It will be 
voted on at the commission’s 
next meeting.

Commissioner Jayson Farm-
er said the budget has a reve-
nue estimate of $5,737,000 with 
expenses of $5,120,422, show-

ing the county “in the black” 
by roughly $600,000 for 2022. 
Farmer noted that the “addi-
tional taxes we’re receiving 
seem to be working out.”

Commissioner Jeff Brugger 
was absent from Tuesday’s 
meeting.

Massac County Animal 
Control of ficer Quinton Hil-
lebrand formally discussed 
with the commission calls he 
has received from Brookport 
residents and mayor about 
catching dogs in the town. Hil-

lebrand said he receives an 
average of three calls a week 
to pick up a dog with com-
plaints of barking, chasing 
other animals or wandering.

Massac County State’s Attor-
ney Josh Stratemeyer was pres-
ent for the discussion. Both 
noted that under the county’s 
ordinance, which is based on 
state statute, the Animal Con-
trol officer is responsible for 
at-large dogs in the unincor-
porated areas of the county, 
unless a dog bite is involved.

Stratemeyer read the stat-
ute, which says: “The county 
board of each county may reg-
ulate and prohibit the running 
of at-large dogs in unincor-
porated areas of the county, 
which have been subdivided 
for residents’ purposes.”

Stratemeyer noted the city 
of Metropolis has a dog ordi-
nance, which is enforced by 
its own animal control officer. 
The city allows the county 
to use its pound for dogs the 
county picks up. Brookport 

does not have an animal con-
trol officer, “and I guess that 
is where the problem is lying, 
and they’re calling Quinton 
to essentially enforce their 
municipal ordnance,” he said. 
“One issue you have is if you 
did pick up a dog in Brook-
port, where do you take it? 
Second of all, you’re enforcing 
a Brookport city ordinance, 
rather than a Massac County 
animal control ordinance.”

2022 Massac County budget on display at clerk’s office
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The youth department of First 
Missionary Baptist Church, located 
at 413 W. Seventh St. in Metropo-
lis, will observe the birthday of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 16.

This year’s theme is “Where Do 
We Go From Here?”

The public is invited.
Harvey Baxter, a deputy with the 

Massac County Sheriff’s Department, 
will speak.

During the program, a collection 
will be taken up. Donations are ear-
marked for the church’s scholarship 
fund, which are used to assist mem-
bers with post secondary educational 
needs.

Refreshments will be served in 
the church’s Family Life Center 
prior to the program.

First Missionary Baptist has held 
the observance for over 40 years “to 
honor the contributions and sacri-
fices of Dr. King in the struggle for 
civil and human rights,” said Rev. 
Dr. Orlando McReynolds, Th.D., 
the church’s pastor.

“I deem the annual observance 
important because we are living in a 
time when we see voter suppression 
and other civil rights that Dr. King 
lived, worked and died for at risk and 
threatened by a faction that seeks to 
find ‘greatness’ in America by taking 
the nation backwards to an era void of 

King 
birthday 
event is 
planned 

for Sunday
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I
t had been a while since Martha 
Pulley’s mom had seen Jimmy 
Littlemyer.
“That’s not even Jimmy,” she 

said. “He has this love and joy 
coming out of him.”

“That’s God,” Pulley replied. 

“That’s what Jesus is doing.”
•••

Eastland Life Church pastor Brian 
Anderson first put the 3D Program 
together 20 years ago to use in 
youth conferences, emphasizing to 
those youth that where they want to 

‘We’re trying to be 
somebody’s 11th day’

Eastland program helps addicts, families

TERRA TEMPLE | The Planet

Eastland Life Church pastor Brian Anderson (second from left) and church member Angela Galbraith (left) touch base  
with some of those involved in the 3D Life Recovery Program (from center) Martha Pulley, Jessica Holt, Joey Mounce and 
Jimmy Littlemyer.

LEARN MORE
For more information on the 3D Life 

Recovery Program:
• Attend a meeting — every Sunday from 

5-8 p.m. at Eastland Life Church, 716 E. Third 
St., Metropolis. A meal and childcare are 
provided.

• Visit the Facebook page @3D Life Recovery
• Contact Eastland Life Church at  

618-524-1062
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