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Phase two
Courthouse renovations
continue move forward
BY MICHELE LONGWORTH
reporter@metropolisplanet.com

Dust, dirt and noise — that is the current situation at
Massac County Courthouse, but as Massac County Commission Chair Jayson Farmer put it, “It’s part of progress.”
The road to progress has been a long one. The first
major development regarding the condition of the courthouse came in April 2014, when a complaint was made
to the Illinois Department of Labor (IDOL) regarding
the conditions of the courthouse, citing mold and structural problems.
The biggest issue found was lack of hot water heaters
in the bathrooms along with electrical upgrades.
Following the original complaint the commissioners approved a low bid from Bailey Constructions for
$97,063 for a new roof to be installed on the courthouse,
which began in May 2014.
As soon as July 2014 there were still concerns about
the roof because there was more leaking in the state’s attorney’s office on the second floor.
According to Farmer, State’s Attorney Josh Stratemeyer has indicated the legal dispute between the county and Bailey Construction may, in the near future, move
toward mediation.
In November 2014, the commissioners were presented with details of a feasibility study completed by RQAW
Engineering Firm. The feasibility study outlined three
options for the county to consider.
The first option was new construction of a new courthouse to the west of the current one for a price tag of
$6.2 to $7 million. The second option was to move all
county offices to the courthouse annex and construct
additional space to house all county offices, for an estimated cost of $2.2 to $2.5 million, and the third option
Please see RENO | 2A
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And, they’re off
Kathy Caldwell, far right, race organizer, watches Saturday morning as close to 100 runners and
walkers depart from their starting point at the Lois Lane Statue on Market Street for the first ever
Canine for Keane 5K Run/Walk. The event was held for Caldwell’s grandson, Keane Caldwell, 3, of
Metropolis, who has the rare disease mastocytosis, which puts his life at risk. Fundraisers have
been held over the past several months in order to help defray the cost of a medical service dog.
Because of the generosity of the participants of the run/walk and donors from previous fundraisers,
the remaining balance on Keane’s medical service dog has been paid off. The first place winner in
the men’s division was Kyle Balliet, #9, far left, and first place in the women’s division was Becky
Hawes, #42, in the photo. The first place winner in the children’s division was Coleson Vaughn.

J-MG briefed on incident
BY LINDA KENNEDY
news@metropolisplanet.com
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Crews from Heartland Mechanical Contractors have
been at Massac County Courthouse for several weeks
cutting holes on the first and second floors for duct
work. The major component of Phase Two of the courthouse renovation is the installation of the heating and
air conditioning system. Other items involved in Phase
Two will be some electrical and plumbing issues.

Even though no official statement has been received yet from
the Illinois State Police concerning who might had fired a gun
or rifle which left a Maple Grove
special education teacher slightly
injured, Massac County Sheriff’s
Office Investigator Chad Kaylor
once again shared some of the
details about the incident at Maple Grove Elementary School on
April 5 at Monday night’s JoppaMaple Grove School board meeting. Kaylor had also spoken at the
Massac Unit One School board
meeting on April 22 concerning
the incident.
Kaylor’s response came after a
Maple Grove parent spoke to the
board urging all staff of the district, including substitute teachers, be made aware of the drills
and codes during an emergency.
“I also feel the school needs an
administrator in the building at
all times or at least know who is in
charge,” said Morgan Hillebrand.
“Major changes need to be made.”
“I agree with Morgan, and
things are being addressed at this
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Joppa-Maple Grove (J-MG) Superintendent Bill Biggerstaff, right,
presides over the reorganization of the new school board Monday
night with the oath of the office repeated by incumbent Chris McGinness, center, and newly elected member Denise Meyer, left.
Also taking the oath was Kevin Castleman and Peggy McNeill,
both not pictured.
time,” replied Kaylor. “We have
taken what happened at Maple
Grove and saw what we and the
school district did right and what
we did wrong.”
Kaylor commended Sheriff

Deputy Summer Clapp on her
response time of 5 minutes from
the sheriff’s department to the
school, with other officers from
Please see INCIDENT | 3A

Students awarded grants
BY LINDA KENNEDY
news@metropolisplanet.com

Awards and scholarships were
tangible congratulations for hard
work during the school year at the
34th annual Massac County Academic Awards Ceremony.
Students, parents, faculty and
staff from Massac Unit One and
Joppa-Maple Grove school districts joined representatives from
area agencies at the ceremony,
held at Metropolis Community
Center on April 25.
Sixteen
students
received
scholarships totaling $28,400.
From Massac County High
School (MCHS) were: Collin Fiorentini, $2300; William Alsip
and Katie Pugh, both receiving

$2200; Margaret Pugh, $2000;
Kaitlyn May, Drake Davenport
and Millie Lawson, all receiving
$1900; Brittany Deming, $1800;
Madison Miller, Madyson Blair
and Madison Cunningham, all receiving $1600; Lauren Porter and
Bailey Duckworth, both receiving
$1500; and Benjamin Bowlin,
$1400.
From Joppa High School (JHS)
were: Noah Holland, $1700; and
Mason Stewart, $1300.
Every year for 34 years, this
ceremony has honored students
of both high schools who have
participated in scholastic competitions.
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Fourteen students from Massac County High School and two students from Joppa High
School received scholarships at the 34th annual Massac County Academic Awards Ceremony held April 25 at Metropolis Community Center. Scholarships totaling $28,400
were distributed. Among the scholarship recipients were: from left, front row: Millie Lawson, Brittany Deming, Madison Miller, Kaitlyn May, Maggie Pugh, Katie Pugh and Riley
Alsip. Back row: Collin Fiorentini, Madison Cunningham, Mady Blair, Lauren Porter, Bailey
Duckworth, Drake Davenport, Ben Bowlin, Mason Stewart and Noah Holland.

sOciety
spOrts

WWW.METROPOLISPLANET.COM

6a
1B-2B

classifieDs
MetrO-tainMent

8B-10B
5B-6B

NEWS@METROPOLISPLANET.COM

