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The Massac County Commission 
met April 7 due to the Consolidated 
Election.

County Treasurer Jody Haver-
kamp informed commissioners Jerel 
Childers and Jayson Farmer — com-
mission chairman Jeff Brugger was 
absent — the office has begun receiv-
ing 2020 tax payments.

“We have been receiving a few pay-
ments for taxes already, which I think 
is good. We opened it up to pay any 
amount you want at any time prior to 
taxes going out,” she said.

Massac County residents can go 
online to www.govtechtaxpro.com and 
set up their own property tax escrow 
account. They will need to have their 
parcel number.

The system allows taxpayers to set 
up their own monthly payment, like 
$20 a month.

“It’s up to the individual as to what 
they feel comfortable with,” Haver-

kamp said. “It’s easier to make small 
increments than a large lump sum. We 
decided to offer this just for that rea-
son. This way, if you want to be pro-
active in your payments, it would help 
because you can set a little bit aside 
each month, and it 
won’t be such a tre-
mendous jolt when 
it comes time for the 
taxes to be due.”

T a x p a y e r s  c a n 
also opt to pay the 
amount in full. How-
ever,  Haverkamp 
noted, that will be 
“an estimate because 
the bills may change 
for the 2020 payable 
2021, so you’d be 
paying last year’s 
amount until the tax bills are ready to 
go out.”

Haverkamp hopes those bills will be 
ready around July, but explained the 
information has to first be inputted by 

the supervisor of assessments and the 
county clerk.

“Anything that’s paid will be shown 
when the tax bill comes out,” Haver-
kamp said.

Those needing assistance with www.
govtechtaxpro.com 
can contact the trea-
surer’s office at 524-
5121.

“We can walk them 
through it, if needed. 
They can pay online 
— the steps are easy 
to read through. You 
can mail it in or drop 
it of f at the of fice,” 
Haverkamp said.

Haverkamp updat-
e d  t h e  c o m m i s -
sioners on how the 

county can receive the latest round of 
COVID funding through the American 
Rescue Plan.

“We do have to open a separate 
account for it because at some point it 

will have an audit by itself,” she said, 
asking the commission their bank 
preference.

“You can’t spend it on just any-
thing,” Haverkamp noted. “Basically, 
it will have to be approved and you’ll 
have to justify what it’s going to be for 
— nothing can be put toward pension, 
but you can use it to cover salaries, 
medical expenses, supplies.”

Haverkamp said she will learn 
more about the responses, resources 
and money tracking during a treasur-
er’s association meeting the week of 
April 19.

Haverkamp said she will be work-
ing with attorney Kristy Stephenson 
concerning the funding possibili-
ties. Stephenson, who is assisting 
the county with continuing COVID 
relief efforts, discussed the American 
Rescue Plan with the commission at 
its March 23 meeting. Through the 
American League of Counties website, 
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The Metropol is  Pol ice 
Department is asking for the 
public’s assistance in an inci-
dent that left a local restaurant 
damaged.

Officers responded to mul-
tiple calls 
o f  s h o t s 
fired in the 
300 block 
o f  F e r r y 
Street and 
a dark-col-
ored SUV 
leaving the 
scene at a 
high rate 
o f  s p e e d 
around 10 p.m. Thursday, 
April 8.

Upon arrival, officers found 
Cordavino’s Italian Kitchen 
was damaged — a window 
and brickwork smashed in. In 
addition, a street light at the 
corner of the alley and Ferry 

Police 
searching 

for answers 
in Thursday 

incidentBY PLANET STAFF

After almost 19 months, 
Massac County High School 
is gearing up to celebrate 
homecoming. The 2020-21 
festivities kick off Monday.

“Due to COVID-19, some 
activities are limited this 
year,” said Faith Jones, 
MCHS teacher and student 
council sponsor. “There will 
be no parade or dance this 
year. We hope to be able to 
continue these activities next 
homecoming.”

Daily dress-up days will be:
• Monday, April 19 — 

Zoom Meet Day featuring 
business wear on top with 
casual/pajama bottoms.

• Tuesday, April 20 — 
Country/Country Club Day.

• Wednesday, April 21 
— Celebrity/Character Day.

• Thursday, April 22, 
with a dif ferent theme for 
each class — Senior Cit-
izen, Jock Juniors, Tacky 
Tourist Tenth-graders and 
Freshman Nerds.

Homecoming festivities for 
MCHS to kick off Monday
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The 2020-21 MCHS homecoming court is (from left, front row) Abigail Martin, Olivia Farmer, Ella 
Stephens, Claire Bremer, Sophie Bormann, Clara Elliott; (back row) Yolina Lindquist, Felicity 
Paro, Cali McCraw, Autumn Jeffords and Brooklyn Wentworth.

Upon arrival, 
officers found 
Cordavino’s 
Italian Kitchen 
was damaged 
— a window 
and brickwork 
smashed in.

Treasurer’s office accepting payments toward property taxes

“We have been receiving 
a few payments for taxes 
already, which I think is 
good. We opened it up to 
pay any amount you 
want at any time prior to 
taxes going out.”

— Jody Haverkamp
Massac County treasurer
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