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Almost a year ago, Metrop-
olis Emergency Management 
introduced residents to an 
application called Everbridge, 
a mass community notification 
system to help public authori-
ties better communicate with 
the public in an emergency 
incident.

In November 2022, that sys-
tem was switched to a differ-
ent service.

Hyper-Reach is a state-of-
the-art mass emergency notifi-
cation system designed specif-
ically for public safety.

“It’s pretty similar to Ever-
bridge, but has some dif fer-
ent functionality and features 
that Everbridge had, but were 
an additional cost over what 
we were currently paying. 
Hyper-Reach includes those 

things and features on their 
regular platform, and it was 
still cheaper than adding those 
ser vices through the Ever-
bridge system,” said Metrop-
olis fire chief and emergency 
management director Micah 
Tolbert.

For star ters, signing up 
for Hyper-Reach does not 
require downloading an app. 
Instead, users have four sign-
up options — scanning a QR 
code; going to http://hyper-
reach.com/ilmetropolissig-
nup.html; calling 618-309-4304; 
or texting “alerts” to 618-309-
4304. The web links can also 
be found on the Metropolis 
Fire Department’s Facebook 
and Twitter pages.

“This system seemed a little 
easier to sign up with because 

Hyper-Reach helps connect 
emergency services, residents
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Metropolis fire chief and emergency management director 
Micah Tolbert draws a target area on the map of the Hyper-
Reach notification system. Though the service, public authori-
ties from around Massac County can quickly communicate 
with subscribers about anything from local emergencies, haz-
ards, prolonged utility disruptions, other threats and missing 
persons using a mix of telephone calls, text and email messag-
es, and TTY/TDD service for people with hearing loss.
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Following a two-year 
absence,  the annual 
meeting of the Metrop-
olis Area Chamber of 
Commerce is back on the 
calendar.

The event is sched-
uled for Thursday, Feb. 
9, at the Metropolis Elks 
Lodge 1428, located at 
104 W. Fourth St. Reser-
vations are required by 
contacting the chamber 
at 618-524-2714. The res-
ervation deadline is Fri-
day, Feb. 3, at 4 p.m.
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Joppa High School 
seniors can mark May 12 
as their big day.

During i ts  Jan.  23 
meeting, the Joppa-Ma-
ple Grove Unit District 38 
school board approved 
that Friday at 7 p.m. 
as the high school’s 
graduation date. It also 
approved the graduation 

Chamber 
banquet 
is Feb. 9

JHS 
graduation 
is May 12
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Where the yellow buds of 
daffodils were just pop-
ping out Monday, winter 
weather made them 
retreat. Massac County 
woke up Tuesday to a 
coating of ice dusted with 
snow with temperatures 
hovering around the 20s 
with wind chills in the sin-
gle digits. The Kentucky 
Transportation Cabinet 
closed the Brookport 
bridge at 5:30 p.m. Mon-
day because of the icy 
conditions, expecting to 
reopen it on Wednesday.

A seasonal 

reminder
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As par t of an 11-day tour, the 
American Legion nationwide mem-
bership drive caravan rolled into 
Metropolis on Wednesday, Jan. 18, 
with 15 members making Post 306 
their third-to-last Illinois stop.

The caravan originally began with 
20, traveling from Chicago and stop-
ping at a total of 18 posts as it pro-
gressed through Illinois.

At each post, the caravan recog-
nized its district’s accomplishments 
in membership growth for the 
American Legion and the Sons of 
the American Legion. In addition, 
department commanders spoke on 
their own and the national goals and 
themes for 2023.

The main speaker was Ken Hylton, 
of Sunman, Indiana, who is one of 
five national vice commanders of the 
American Legion.

In the organization, states are 
referred to as depar tments that, 
depending on the state’s size, are 
divided into divisions, then regions, 
then districts and finally posts. Of 

Caravan celebrates American Legion posts
National vice commander 
makes visit to Metropolis
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Metropolis American Legion Post 306 welcomes the Family Membership Caravan. Along with Department of Illinois commanders, guests 
also included national vice commander Ken Hylton. Local officers are commander Jeff Crippen, finance officer Dave Jeffords, adjutant Lyle 
Lieb, sergeant-at-arms Andy Frye, service officer Larry Roberts, senior vice Bill Lipert and (not pictured) chaplain Harvey Baxter.

Post 306 commander Jeff Crippen, third 
from left, receives a membership award 
certificate from, from left, Illinois 
Department Senior Vice Commander 
Delmar Buske, national vice command-
er Ken Hylton and Illinois Department 
Commander Lomac Payton. The 
Metropolis post turned in 19 cards.

As a veteran association with a goal of 
supporting local community service members, 
the Ladies Auxiliary of American Legion Post 
306 in Metropolis is compiling a list of all active 
duty military personnel from Massac County.

Auxiliary member Lisa Kaye Marler explained 
it’s wanting to honor these personnel for their 
service.

Requested are the enlistee’s name, rank, 
current address and parents’ names. The 
information can be called in or texted to 270-
493-0056 (if calling, leave a message if there is 
no answer) or emailed to bemi3223@gmail.com.

The deadline is October.
The Ladies Auxiliary also encourages enlistees’ 

family members to become auxiliary members 
to support these military personnel and 
veterans. The auxiliary meets the first Monday of 
every month at 6 p.m. at the American Legion, 
321 Market St., Metropolis.
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