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BY ANN DOUGLAS

At a special-called meet-
ing on March 16, Kathy 
Tucker was voted the City 
of Brookport’s mayor pro-
tem while Tami Wessel fin-
ishes the rest of her term 
on vacation.

T u c k e r  s h o u l d  b e 
addressed for any concerns 
in Brookpor t as acting 
mayor. It was a unanimous 

vote by aldermen present.
One reason to hold the spe-

cial meeting was to discuss 
spent motor fuel tax. Alder-
man Scott Martin was ques-
tioned about possible over-
payment in the motor fuel tax 
funds, which may need to be 
repaid to Illinois Department 
of Transportation.

When the ditch work 
was done on Pell/Union-
ville Road and the man-
holes repaired, it was put 
in the budget as a motor 
fuel tax expense. In ques-
tion is whether the work 

done by a father and son 
working as two dif ferent 
companies  skir ted the 
$25,000 limit where bids 
would need to be taken 
a n d  e n g i n e e r s  h i r e d . 
Individually, one compa-
ny billed $18,958 and the 
other about $8000.

Brown and Roberts Inc. 
suggested the billing may be 
refused by IDOT as the invoic-
es are audited. The invoices 
were similar in format.

The problem was not 
addressed in a  change 
order because of the vir-

tua l  counci l  meet ings , 
not being able to meet 
in groups due to COVID 
restrictions and the trea-
surer out sick for almost 
two months.

During the March 16 
special-called meeting, the 
council passed a motion 
to file the change order 
amendment and see what 
the official audit decides.

A closed session was held 
to discuss threatened litiga-
tion, but no action was taken 
at the conclusion.

BY PLANET STAFF

Metropolis Chamber of Com-
merce will host a live round table 
with the candidates running for 
the office of Metropolis mayor.

The live event will take place 
at 6 p.m. Monday March 29, on 
the chamber’s Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/metro-
chamber/.

“Due to COVID-19, we have 
limited capacity at our facili-
ty, so the chamber decided to 
do a live broadcast to reach a 
larger viewing area,” said Kelly 
Lunsford, the chamber’s pres-
ident.

Chamber 
hosting 
mayoral 
round 
table

Facebook live event 
is set for Monday

Tucker elected pro-tem mayor
She’s Brookport’s 
acting mayor in 
place of Wessel
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With the latest round of 
uti l i ty bil ls reflecting last 
month’s frigid dose of winter, 
corporate counsel Rick Abell 
informed the Metropolis City 
Council during its Monday 
night meeting that many res-
idents are having “sticker 
shock.”

With several calls received, 
Abell said he took a bill and 
calculated the residential 
electric rate for Februar y. It 
was 12.86 cents. In the entire 
year of 2019, the average was 
12.64 cents — translating to 
an increase of less than 2% 
over two years.

“That was not a monstrous 
month from a rate stand-
point,” Abell said. “What hap-
pened is we experienced high 
usage. And that’s not some-
thing people look at.  The 
reality is it’s not the rate, it’s 
the usage.”

The e lectr ic  por t ion of 
the utility bill hinged on two 
main circumstances: really 
cold weather and all-electric 
homes.

“We don’t get that kind 
of weather around here very 
often — particularly for a con-
centrated period: 30 days of 

Winter 
weather 

reappears in 
electric bills
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For the last several years on 
her bir thday, Laura Ellerbusch has 
received two bouquets — one from 
her son and one from her grandson.

This year, a third one was added to 
the mix — a simple vase filled with 
daf fodils picked from the roadside 
“touched my heart,” Ellerbusch said. 
“A little girl who works here was driv-
ing to work and cut me a bouquet from 
some growing on a hillside for my 
birthday. I thought that was very, very 
sweet of her.”

The yellow flowers, one of nature’s 
first signs of spring, are just right for a 
lady who’s birthday is on the first day 
of spring.

Laura Ella Walbright Ellerbusch was 
born March 20, 1920.

This past Saturday marked her 101st 
birthday.

And what advice has she to share 
from her 101 years?

“Stay in the church, be a part of the 
church and stay a strong Christian,” 
she said. “I love the Lord with all my 
heart. That’s the best way I can put it.”

Ellerbusch was born to Fred and 
Vannie Walbright. She was the young-

est of three girls, a position she liked. 
Growing up in Joppa “was always a 
happy time. We’ve gone to church all 
our life,” she said.

Her mother died when she was 12. 
She attended grade school and high 
school in Joppa, graduating from 
Joppa High School in 1938.

“I hear when she was young in 
Joppa, she was quite the dancer in 
high school,” said her daughter Sher-
r y Barnhill, of Metropolis. “Right 
across the street from where she lived 
was a restaurant with a dance floor. 
People that knew her said she’d rather 
dance than eat.”

“I never missed a time at church, 
though,” Ellerbusch said. “But I was a 
good dancer.”

That restaurant is where she met 
her future husband, Lindell Ellerbus-
ch. The two were introduced to each 
other.

“He lived out in the country. We’d 
meet downtown, there was a little 
place where we’d come to dance, and 
he’d come down there. He didn’t come 
every night — he worked at the plant. 
But I went nearly all the time unless 
I was going to have test at school or 
something,” Ellerbusch said. “I always 

went to prayer meeting on Wednes-
day night and Sunday; I was the only 
young person there.”

Church attendance was — and 
remains — important to Ellerbusch.

“Being a Christian is my life, really,” 
she said. “It was always important to 
me.

“I’ve always been a reader, more 
so now,” she added, pointing at the 
2021 daily devotional books on an end 
table that she’s about to read through 
a second time. “I read so much. I’ll 
read a book and if I like it, I’ll read 
it again. I really love to read spiritual 
books.”

The Ellerbusches married in 1939. 
Along with Barnhill, they also had a 
son, Kevin. They were active members 
at Joppa Methodist Church where she 
was over the NYF and taught the adult 
Sunday school class.

“We’d get the old school bus and 
take the kids on night services around 
the area — Metropolis, Vienna, Brook-
port,” she said. “They’d be singing 
loud enough you could hear them 
across the river when we’d be travel-
ing.”

Church remains top priority for 101-year-old
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Laura Ellerbusch marked her 101st birthday on Saturday with her traditional gifts of flowers and books.
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