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We cover southernmost Illinois from Golconda to Grand Chain ECRWSS

The Southern Scene 

Staff Report
  
The 2019 Day of Giv-

ing at Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale 
(SIUC) will the fi rst of a 
yearlong celebration of 
the college’s 150th anni-
versary.

The 2019 Day of Giving 
will be held on Wednesday, 
March 6, an event rallying 
the university’s supporters 
from near and far.

“It’s very appropriate to 
launch the 150th celebra-
tion with the Day of Giv-
ing, because SIU’s success 
is tied to the many alumni 
and donors who have sup-
ported the university since 
it was founded,” Chancel-
lor John M. Dunn said.

Appropriately, the 
theme of this year’s Day 
of Giving is “Celebrate.”

The count is on for 24 
hours

The third annual Day of 
Giving is a 24-hour event 
held on the fi rst Wednes-
day of March to com-
memorate the university’s 

Founder’s Day. Through-
out the day, friends of SIU 
are invited to make online 
donations to the areas of 
SIU that they hold most 
dear.

Supporters can make a 
noticeable impact on the 
university and its students 
as they contribute with a 
campus-wide gift or by 
giving toward specifi c 
academic units, programs, 
scholarships or other ar-
eas that will enhance the 
educational experience 
for Salukis of today and 
tomorrow.

“The Day of Giving 
shines a light on the im-
portance of philanthropy 
to benefi t students and 
programs,” Rae Gold-
smith, vice chancellor for 
development and alumni 
relations and CEO of the 
SIU Foundation, said. 
“Donors can support the 
areas they are most pas-
sionate about. Every gift, 
no matter the size, makes 
a positive difference.”

There are more than 

150 areas and projects to 
choose from for contribu-
tions, including the new 
Saluki Alumni Plaza. Cre-
ated to allow alumni and 
current students to gather 
and connect, the scenic 
area near Woody Hall will 
feature a sculpture of three 
Saluki dogs, representing 
past, present and future 
students.

The Day of Giving on-
line tickertape begins roll-
ing at 6 a.m. on March 6 
and will run through 5:59 
a.m. on March 7, tracking 
gifts to SIU. Giving booths 
will be set up in various 
locations around campus 
as well, offering people 
the chance to learn more 
about philanthropy and 
giving back to the univer-
sity as they enjoy refresh-
ments and have the chance 
to win prizes in hourly 
drawings. Contributions 
made at the booths will 
also be logged online.

And while the focus is 
online giving, donations, 
which are tax deductible 

as allowed by law, can 
also be made by calling 
618-453-4900 or by send-
ing checks payable to the 
SIU Foundation to Mail 
Code 6805, Carbondale, 
IL 62901. 

If sending a check to 
the foundation, indicate 
in the memo that the gift 
is for #SIUDAY and mark 
the area you wish to sup-
port.

“What is remarkable 
about this event, is that 
everyone comes together 
and feels proud to be a Sa-
luki,” Rebecca Renshaw, 
associate director of com-
munications for the SIU 
Foundation, said.

She noted that it’s also 
become quite competitive, 
as campus units strive to 
collect the most money 
and the most individual 
donations. The College 
of Education and Human 
Services claimed the tro-
phy for the most money 
raised — $96,996 — in 
2018, while the College of 
Applied Sciences and Arts 

claimed the award for the 
greatest number of gifts 
with 306.

In all, the 2018 event 
raised nearly $480,000. 
That was a nice increase 
from the inaugural event 
in 2017 when the $75,000 
goal was smashed by 
$341,000 in donations.

The Day of Giving is 
the fi rst of many special 
birthday events and plans 
at SIU.

Southern Illinois Uni-
versity Press will soon be 
releasing a special photo-
fi lled commemorative 
book, Southern Illinois 
University at 150 Years: 
Growth, Accomplishments 
and Challenges. Written 
by John S. Jackson, with 
contributions by numer-
ous others, the coffee table 

book is fi lled with inter-
esting stories, photos and 
fascinating facts. 

Visit 150.siu.edu 
throughout the year to fi nd 
out more about the book 
and all things pertaining 
to SIU’s big 150th anni-
versary celebration.

“A sesquicentennial 
marks an important point 
in the university’s time-
line,” Dunn said. “It tells 
the world that we have a 
proud history and an im-
pressive foundation to 
build upon as we embrace 
the future with optimism 
and commitment to the 
next 150 years. Clearly, 
it’s a time to celebrate our 
humble beginning and the 
national and international 
university we have be-
come as we imagine even 
greater things to come.”

SIUC kicks off 150th anniversary with the Day of Giving
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Shawnee Community 

College representatives, 
including President Dr. 
Peggy Bradford were in 
attendance at this year’s 
2019 Community College 
National Legislative Sum-
mit, held recently in Wash-
ington D.C.

The National Legisla-
tive Summit is a communi-
ty college advocacy event 
in Washington, bringing 
together more than 1000 
community college lead-
ers. 

Participating college 
representatives are given 
an opportunity to network 
with fellow community 
college leaders and meet 
with their U.S. representa-
tives in Congress to advo-
cate for their support for 
community colleges and 
their students. 

The discussions during 
this year’s events focused 

on the complexity of the 
policy landscape faced by 
institutions — and served 
to remind congressional 
leaders that policy alone 
won’t address the grow-
ing needs of America’s 
students. 

Margaret Brennan, 
moderator of CBS News 
Face the Nation was this 
years keynote speaker. 

Additional speakers 
included many Congres-
sional members, adminis-
tration offi cials and other 
elected offi cials. 

“The speakers provid-
ed valuable insight into 
current legislation being 
considered that has direct 
impact on the students in 
our district” said Shawnee 
College President Peggy 
Bradford. “I was pleased 
to have an opportunity to 
provide input to our own 
legislators regarding the 
needs of our students.”  

Bradford attends 2019
Community College
National Legislative Summit 

A blast from the past
A fi le photo 
from the Army 
Corps of Engi-
neers, taken 
in March 1945 
looking south 
toward Sec-
ond Street.  
Through-
modern day 
technology, 
the old pho-
tograph has 
been meshed 
with the cur-
rent view of 
the fl ooding 
along Ferry 
Street.

— Michele
Longworth | 
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