
Prevent Child Abuse Illinois, Mas-
sac County Mental Health Depart-
ment, Southern Seven Health De-
partment and Family Counseling 
Center Inc., in partnership with other 
community organizations, to recog-
nize April as Child Abuse Prevention 
Month.

An awareness ribbon ceremony 
will be held at noon on Wednesday at 
Superman Square, located near the 
Massac County Courthouse.

Guest speakers will be Brittney 
Hale, prevention specialist with 
Prevent Child Abuse Illinois; Tina 
Martin, executive director of Massac 
County Mental Health; Josh Strate-
meyer, Massac County State’s Attor-
ney; Rick Goines, Massac Memorial 
Hospital CEO; and Ted Holder, Mas-
sac County sheriff.

A ribbon tying ceremony will be 

held following the speeches.
Attendees are encouraged to wear 

blue in support child abuse preven-
tion.

The public is invited to attend.
Child Abuse Prevention Month 

has been observed each April since 
its fi rst presidential proclamation in 
1983.

Since that time, millions of Ameri-
cans have participated in this nation-
al campaign.

Individuals, organizations and 
communities across the United 
States plant pinwheels, tie ribbons, 
organize trainings, host fundrais-
ers and support a multitude of other 
activities celebrating healthy, happy 
childhoods and raising awareness 
that all children deserve to grow up 
in nurturing, safe homes.

For additional information about 
the April 10 event, contact Hale at 
618-697-4828 or bhale@pcaillinois.
org.
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April is Child Abuse 
Prevention Month
Event set Wednesday; 
everyday heroes sought

With a recent surge in crashes in-
volving ISP troopers, Gov. JB Pritzker 
and the Illinois State Police (ISP) are 
urging motorists to respect the Move 
Over Law and use caution when ap-
proaching emergency vehicles on in-
terstates and roads.

So far in 2019, 14 ISP troopers have 
been struck by vehicles when they 
were pulled over to respond to high-
way incidents with their emergency 

lights activated.
The death of Trooper Christopher 

Lambert is among the 14 incidents, 
which far exceeds last year’s total of 
eight troopers.

“I’m here today to say to drivers 
on the roads: When you see a state 
trooper’s vehicle on the side of the 
road, slow down, obey the law and 
move over,” said Pritzker. “Our state 
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ISP: Follow ‘Move Over’ law

Please see MOVE OVER | 2

Please see PREVENTION | 2

Parents and guardians of students 
from Maple Grove Elementary School in 
Massac County are breathing a sigh of re-
lief when, on Friday afternoon, they were 
informed a shooting had occurred at the 
school.

Illinois State Police (ISP) along with 
multiple police agencies, including 
Massac County Sheriff’s Department, 
received a call at approximately 1:30 
p.m. at Joppa Maple Grove Elementary 
School, located at 1698 Grand Chain Rd., 
concerning a possible shooting.

ISP and other law authorities are inves-
tigating an incident that occurred outside 
of the school involving an employee with 
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ISP investigates 
shooting at 
Maple Grove 
Elementary

MICHELE LONGWORTH | Southern Scene

An emotional reunion between 
parent and student from Maple 
Grove Elementary School Friday af-
ternoon after children were bused 
from the grade school to where 
the parents and guardians were 
waiting following what was report-
ed to parents as a school shoot-
ing.

Maple Grove Elementary School students exit from one of several buses 
which transported students from the school to the staging area where par-
ents were anxiously awaiting their arrival.
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Your Local Insurance
Claim Specialists!
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We Tint Windows!  Call for an appointment!

618-524-4867
(2428 Highway 145 - Just a block up from the Veach’s Intersection)

Insurance Claims • Certifi ed Collision Repair • Vehicle Exterior Refi nishing

Specializing in Insurance Claims

✔   Get those repairs completed that you've been putting off.

✔   Quick turn around.

✔    We offer full vehicle collision repair by Certifi ed Collision Repair Staff.


