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On Aug. 20, in McCracken 
County Circuit Court, Michael 
Evers, of Belknap, pleaded 
guilty to one murder charge 
and another charge of fi rst-
degree assault and was sen-
tenced to 28 years in prison.

Sheila Lang was shot at an 
apartment at Elmwood Court 
complex in Paducah on April 
5, 2018 and pronounced dead 
at the hospital shortly after 
the shooting.

Evers, who was 21 at the 
time, was arrested and 

charged for the murder.
In addition, Cliff ord Moore 

was also shot and Evers was 
charged with fi rst-degree as-
sault.

According to Dan Boaz, 
McCracken County Common-
wealth attorney, the shoot-
ing was a senseless act, but 
he said the sentence handed 
down Aug. 20 was a fair reso-
lution.

Judge Tony Kitchen said 
Evers would not be eligible 
for parole until he serves 85 
percent of his sentence.
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Belknap man sentenced 
to 28 years in prison

What is considered by most 
the last holiday of summer, 
Labor Day activities are being 
planned in the region.

The annual Metropolis La-
bor Day parade, sponsored 
by the Metropolis Lions Club, 
will delight residents of all 
ages, beginning at 10 a.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 2.

The parade will form at the 
courthouse and proceed down 
Fifth Street to Fort Massac 
State Park. The street will be 
closed for the parade.

No pre-registration is re-
quired, and late entries will be 
accepted the morning of the 

parade.
No all-terrain vehicles 

(three- or four-wheelers) will 
be allowed in the parade, un-
less it is pulling a fl oat.

All units for the parade 
should meet at the courthouse 
to be in position between 
9-9:30 a.m.

For more information, call 
Lions Club members Mark 
Benson at 618-564-2467 or 
Maxine Russell at 618-524-
7662.

Prior to the parade, Adven-
ture Crew 101, sponsored by 
Metropolis Boy Scout Troop 
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Events scheduled 
for Labor Day

There is no doubt south-
ern Illinois is an excellent 
place to discover outdoor ad-
venture.

“If you are like many peo-
ple in our area; however, 
there is plenty of interest 
in exploring our region but 

considerable apprehension 
about heading out alone,” 
stated Rob Betts, director of 
communications and public 
relations at Shawnee Com-
munity College (SCC).

The good news is SCC of-
fers an opportunity for those 
seeking to experience an 

outdoor adventure, and this 
opportunity even holds the 
potential of helping area res-
idents earn a degree.

The Field Biology course 
at SCC is one of several late 
start off erings this semester. 
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Adventure awaits field biology class

The Illinois Department 
of Transportation (IDOT) is 
alerting motorists traveling 
through Pope and Massac 
counties on Ill. 145 of up-

coming lane restrictions and 
road closure.

Road construction work 
began Aug. 21 on Ill. 145 
from Ill. 146 to U.S. 45 that 
requires lane closures begin-

ning at 7 a.m. Traffi  c will be 
reduced to one lane and con-
trolled by fl aggers.

According to IDOT, work 
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Lane restrictions, road closure announced
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There is still time to register for Shawnee Community College’s field biology class. Stu-
dents who attend this class will embark each week to one of several outdoor locations in 
the region, including a canoe trip along the Cache River, as pictured. 
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