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The snow and extreme cold from 
just a handful of days ago is providing 
an extenuating circumstance.

Because the Joppa-Maple Grove 
School District had to use seven snow 
days, the 2020-21 school year is being 
extended.

Thursday, June 3, will be the stu-
dents’ last day of school if the district 
is allowed to use Act of God days. The 
announcement came at the Feb. 22 
school board meeting last week.

“Meals must available in order for 
the day to count as a Remote Learn-
ing Day,” Superintendent Vickie Art-
man said. “We were unable to use 
Remote Learning Days because roads 
were extremely dangerous for travel.”

The board has five emergency/
snow days built into the school cal-
endar.

Artman informed the board that Car-
men I. Ayala, the state superintendent 
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F o l l o w i n g  m o n t h s  o f  b e i n g 
“orange,” Massac County became 
“blue” on Feb. 26. In addition, Tues-
day’s report from the Southern Seven 
Health Department 
showed zero con-
firmed repor ts of 
COVID-19 in the 
county.

“Massac County’s 
COVID-19 metrics 
have improved to 
take them out of 
the ‘orange’ warn-
ing level,” said Nathan Ryder, out-
reach coordinator for Southern Sev-
en’s Contact Tracing Team. “This is 
a fantastic development, but we must 
continue to keep numbers down with 
our mitigation procedures like wear-
ing a mask, maintaining social distanc-
ing and washing your hands often.”

The total number of COVID-19 cases 
for Massac County was 1,272 as of 
Tuesday; of those, 1,222 were recov-
ered and 21 were active.

Snow 
extends 

Joppa-Maple 
Grove school 
year to June

Massac moves 
out of ‘orange’
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In almost a month, Mas-
sac County voters will be 
heading to the polls to 
take part in the Consoli-
dated Election.

To prepare for the April 
6 election, the Massac 
County Clerk’s office will 
hold a public test of tabu-
lating equipment at 2 p.m. 
today, March 4.

New voters have until 
Tuesday, March 9, to reg-

ister to vote in the Consol-
idated Election. Tuesday 
is also the last day for reg-
istration transfer by voters 
who have changed their 
names and/or addresses.

Early voting is avail-
able now through Mon-
day, April 5, at the clerk’s 
of fice from 8 a.m. until 
noon and 1-4 p.m. Mon-
day through Friday. Early 
voting will also be offered 
from 9 a.m. until noon on 

Saturday. The law prohib-
its persons voting during 
the early voting period to 
vote at the polls on Elec-
tion Day.

Absentee voting laws 
remain in place for those 
who are physically inca-
pacitated or who will be 
out of the county on April 
6.

For more information 
on voting, contact the 
Massac County Clerk’s 

office at 524-5213.
To help voters prepare 

for the Consolidated Elec-
tion, the Metropolis Plan-
et will publish its Ballot 
Box section in the com-
ing weeks. Massac Coun-
ty candidates have been 
sent a questionnaire. The 
March 18 edition will look 
at candidates in the city 
elections. The March 
25 edition will look at 

April 6 consolidated election 
is just around the corner
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L
ooking back on their years 
of experience in two very 
dif ferent career fields, Max 

Russell and David and Debbie 
Brannum have reached the same 
conclusion — they are blessed to 
be living their dreams.

POPPIES FLOWERS & GIFTS

While they’ve been in the flower 
business for years, David and 
Debbie Brannum took a leap of 

faith in October when they opened 
Poppies Flowers & Gifts at 321 
Ferry St., next door to Fat Edd’s.

In spite of COVID-19, that leap is 
paying dividends.

“The community has really 
embraced us, accepted us, and 
we’re very thankful and grateful for 
that,” David said.

The Brannums have done floral 
design for 15-plus years out of their 
home and a shop in Brookport. 
On Black Friday in November 
2019, they began the venture of 

looking again at a business location 
— and then COVID hit. But once 
September 2020 rolled around, 
“we thought, ‘If we’re gonna do 
it, we’re gonna do it.’ And, we did 
it,” said David, who is the practice 
manager for Baptist Health Group 
in Metropolis.

Poppies Flowers & Gifts opened 
on Oct. 5.

“We have been really blessed,” 
David said. “The Lord blessed us 

‘WHAT A JOURNEY’

Owners of Russell Electric, Poppies reflect on how far they’ve come

TERRA TEMPLE | The Planet

Poppies Flowers & Gifts co-owner Debbie Brannum does the honors as the Metropolis Chamber of Commerce held a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on Feb. 18. Attending were (from left, front) April Reed of Reed Electric; Chamber president 
Kelly Lunsford; Poppies co-owner David Brannum; Tiffany Korte of Farmer & Company Real Estate; (back) Ericca Arthur 
of Bliss Bodyworks; and Jimmy and Vickie Burnham with Poppies.
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