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A simple question of 
“how” has lead to a growing 
business, quite literally.

Last fall, Natalie Lane 
Thodoropoulos planted 
38,000 tulip bulbs at her 
Paducah home and her 
newly acquired proper-
ty outside of Metropolis. 
While 4,000 of those bulbs 
have already bloomed, 
she’s preparing for the 
remaining 34,000 to show 
their colors.

“I try not to say I put all 
my eggs in one basket, but I 
am growing one type of flow-
er,” she said with a laugh.

•••
For Thodoropoulos, the 

love of tulips goes back to 
her childhood. While she 
was growing up in Equali-
ty, her grandfather, Luther 
Lane, grew tulips in mas-

sive landscaping beds at his 
house.

“I’ve always loved them,” 
she said of the flower. “They 
remind me of him. My busi-
ness name, Tulip Lane, is 
actually a nod to him.”

A graduate of Southern Illi-
nois University Carbondale, 
Thodoropoulos said she 
“struggled with figuring out 
my place in life for as long as 
I can remember.” After grad-
uating, she dabbled in retail, 
had a dog walking business, 
tried accounting. Becoming 
a cut flower grower “is the 
first thing I’ve ever done 
where I feel like I’m where 
I’m supposed to be. It’s nice 
to have that feeling.”

Tulip Lane as a business 
venture traces it roots to a 
few years ago when her hus-
band, Adrian, who is origi-
nally from Golconda, was 
mobilized with his reserve 

unit to Germany.
“My son and I were able 

to go over for part of that 
time. It was the spring, and 

I told my husband, ‘We have 
to go to the Netherlands. 

Falling headfirst 
into the tulips
Illinois native starts you-pick  

patch in Metropolis

AMBER BARNETT | Contributed photo

Marking her third season as a cut flower grower, Natalie 
Thodoropoulos is embarking on her dream of starting a 
you-pick tulip patch. Located in Metropolis, the patch is 
expected to bloom in the coming week.
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In 2020, in the middle of the pan-
demic, filmmaker Sandra Pfeifer and 
her collaborator, Gloria McElearney, 
began filming a documentary of former 
Congressman Glenn Poshard’s peace-
ful marches in the 39 southern Illinois 
counties he once represented.

On Saturday, March 18, the public 
will have the chance to see that docu-
mentar y when “39 Counties” is shown 
at 4 p.m. at First Missionary Family Life 
Center, 408 W. Seventh St., Metropolis. 
The film is free and open to the public. 
Refreshments will be served.

Pfeifer, of Pope County, is a documen-
tar y filmmaker, producer and director. 
She is graduate of the Southern Illinois 
University Carbondale film department. 
Between filming documentaries, she is 
also a media maker. McElearney is also 
from Pope County.

Poshard and his wife traveled to his 
former congressional district three 
years ago to march for peace, unity and 

‘39 Counties’ 
documentary 

coming Saturday 
to Metropolis
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For the last  couple of 
weeks, drivers along Fifth 
Street have noticed work 
going on between Filmore 
and Ophia streets. That man-
hole project was one of the 
topics during the Metropolis 
City Council meeting on Mon-
day, March 13.

Natalie Harris, director of 
Public Works, explained that 
for quite some time there has 
been a flooding issue around 
the area the work was being 
conducted.

“We tried several days to 
get through the line, but it 
was blocked up,” she said.

The crew eventually discov-
ered “somebody had blocked 

it up with bricks,” she con-
tinued. “The only thing we 
can figure is they thought it 
flowed toward Sixth Street. 
It actually flows toward Fifth 
Street and carries on to the 
river. Before we got into it, 
we did check to make sure it 
goes that direction.”

The crew reset the manhole 
and opened the line back up 
so it can drain.

The council approved the 
$12,800 bid for the Fifth 
Street manhole project.

John Wieter with HMG 
Engineers addressed the 
council about drilling for a 
test well.

The nearest company with 

Metropolis council 
approves manhole project BY PLANET STAFF

The p lanning for  the 
spring 2023 Massac County 
Academic Awards Ceremony 
is underway. It will be held 
at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 27, at the Metropolis 
Community Center.

The Academic Awards 
Ceremony honors students 
from Joppa and Massac 
County high schools who 
have participated in academ-
ic competitions during the 
school year. This is the 38th 
year the ceremony has been 
held.

In addition, the night also 
includes the awarding of 
scholarships to graduating 
seniors for their scholastic 
achievements. Since 1985, a 
total of $481,150 in scholar-
ships has been awarded to 
484 students.

“Many of these students 
have gone on to college, 
graduated from colleges 
and universities and are cur-
rently holding responsible 
and respectable positions in 
our community or in other 
communities in the United 
States or abroad,” said Dan 
Huf fman, chairman of the 
Academic Awards Ceremony 
steering committee.

The Academic Awards 
Ceremony is  sponsored 
jointly by the Kiwanis Club 
of Metropolis, Metropolis 
Rotar y Club, Joppa High 
School and Massac Coun-
ty High School. The steer-
ing committee is made up 
of members from the spon-
soring organizations and 
faculty members who serve 
as sponsors for the high 
school teams in annual aca-

demic competitions.
“These representatives 

strongly suppor t this out-
standing activity for our 
youth,” Huffman said.

The scholarship funds are 
available from money donat-
ed by local businesses, civic 
organizations and individu-
als through their annual con-
tributions. Student scholar-
ship winners are determined 
by a review of applications 
with the final determination 
made by judges af filiated 
with the Southern Illinois 
Community Foundation. Tax 
deductible donations to the 
Massac Academic Ceremo-
ny may be made by visit-
ing SICF online at sicf.org/
MCASF. Donors will receive 
recognition for their contri-
butions in the official awards 
program.

Academic Awards Ceremony set for April 27
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While the lack of a quo-
rum canceled a special 
called meeting of the Jop-
pa-Maple Grove Board 
of Education on Monday, 
March 13, superintendent 
Dr. Vickie Artman took a 
moment to address those 
present.

The meeting was called 
for on Friday, March 10, 
by board members Kevin 
Castleman, Chris McGin-
ness and Peggy McNeill, 
who were in attendance 

Monday. Also in atten-
dance were 26 Joppa 
residents. Not in atten-
dance were board presi-
dent Danny Burnett and 
board member Corey Wil-
lenborg, who were both 
working, and board vice 
president Denise Meyer 
and board secretar y 
Rachel Henson, who were 
both dealing with illness-
es.

Monday’s meeting was 
called in response to a 
comment made during the 
Feb. 27 Massac County 
Unit 1 Board of Education 

meeting by Massac Coun-
ty Supervisor of Assess-
ments Gary Hamm.

Hamm attended both 
board meetings that night 
to present information on 
EAV (Equalized Assess-
ment Value) and taxes 
related to school annex-
ation.

At the Unit 1 meeting, 
he made the statement: “If 
anybody wants to have a 
discussion, I’m happy to 
show them the facts, but 
I’m not going to be there 

Lack of quorum cancels 
J-MG called meeting
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Superintendent Dr. Vickie Artman addresses the 26 people who attended a 
special called meeting of the Joppa-Maple Grove Unit District 38 school board 
on Monday, March 13. The meeting itself was canceled because of a lack of 
quorum.
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