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BY ANN DOUGLAS

The regular Brook-
por t council meeting 
went smoothly June 8 
and was over in an hour. 
Bills totaling $76,378.13 
were approved for pay-
ment, which included 
the new police car and 
equipment.

Drawn from the water 
system loan/grant was 
$70,649.37 for contrac-
tor’s pay application 
No. 11 and $10,399.50 
for  the engineering 
obser vation bil l  No. 
11. Change order No. 
5, regarding two addi-
tional water meters and 
removal of eight non-
functioning hydrants, 
w a s  a p p r o v e d  f o r 
approximately $8790.

City Clerk Lori Klotz 
repor ted collection of 
$86,554.53 with about 
$45,000 going into the 
general fund and the 
rest into the water fund.

Treasurer Alison Boyt 
was unable to give her 
report due to not receiv-

ing all the bank state-
ments, but expects to 
have them by the end 
of the week and recon-
ciled. She advises all 
council members review 
the budget proposed by 
the budget committee to 
have a thorough under-
standing of the allocation 
of expected funds before 
the July deadline. Audi-
tors are expected to be 
in Brookport at the end 
of June.

Fire Chief Bill Copley 
reported 112 runs since 
the beginning of the 
year and six accidents 
in the past month. Traf-
fic backups from I-24 
seems to be part of the 
problem.

The council approved 
donating the 1982 Mac 
firetruck to the Cairo 
Auxiliar y Fire Depart-
ment. This truck had 
been donated to Brook-
port and has not been 
used. Copley felt it would 
best be used by someone 
with a greater need.

There were no rep-
resentatives from the 
police depar tment to 
make their report, but 
the general  consen-
sus of council was that 
bridge traf fic needs to 
be monitored better. 
Semis are still driving 
over the bridge regard-
less of the height and 
weight  res tr ic t ions . 
Since the bridge is con-
sidered the life blood 
of Brookpor t, the big 
trucks need to be dis-
couraged. If tickets will 
stop transgressions, 
then they should be 
written.

Speeding  thr ough 
town was another con-
cern. Even residents 
shouldn’t be immune 
to repercussions. Sev-
eral council persons 
e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n 
a child will be hurt if  
people don’t slow down.

Paul Driver of the 
maintenance department 

BY PLANET STAFF

Massac Memorial  Hospital 
announced during the week of May 
30 that the board of directors has 
appointed Lennis Thompson as the 
new Chief Executive Officer (CEO) 
of the hospital.

Thompson, of Paducah, has over 
30 years of healthcare leadership 
experience.

He will succeed Rick Goins and 
assume responsibilities on July 6.

After graduating from Murray 
State University, Thompson spent 
time in financial leadership roles 
at local area hospitals, including 
both Baptist Health and Mercy 
Health. He has also ser ved as 
CEO of Livingston Hospital and 
Healthcare Services, Inc. Thomp-
son has developed a reputation 
for improving financial manage-
ment and progressing business 
operations.

“I’m honored to become a part 
of the Massac Memorial team” 
said Thompson. “Being passion-
ate about the future of health-
care, I look for ward to working 
with the board, the hospital staff, 
the providers and this commu-
nity to keep the rich histor y of 
Massac Memorial Hospital mov-

ing forward. This is an excellent 
opportunity.”

Thompson has been active in 
the Paducah community, serving 
on various organizations’ boards 
of directors, including Merryman 
House Domestic Crisis Center 
and Paducah Water Works. He 
is also a graduate of Leadership 
Paducah.

Thompson currently serves as 
the vice president of operations at 
KentuckyCare.

According to chairman Paul 
Henry, the MMH board received 
approximately 40 “very well quali-
fied applicaitons. It was gratifying 
to see the number and quality of 
applicants from all over the coun-
try.” The board “sweat blood to 
whittle them down” to the Top 5, 
who came for in-person interviews. 
In the end, “the board as a whole 
felt Lennis is the best person for 
the hospital and the community 
with his nearby roots and is best 
qualified for the position.”

Henr y noted that Thompson 
is “walking into” a critical access 
hospital that of fers several ser-
vices other do not, including its 

Massac Memorial Hospital 
names its new CEO

Bridge use, speeding 
concern Brookport council
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A dozen Massac Coun-
ty High School classrooms 
have become doctor’s of fices 
as Operation Healthy Delta 
brings no-cost health care to 
the region.

Continuing through Mon-
day, the clinic provides quali-
ty health care to uninsured or 
underinsured residents, ages 5 
and above, of southern Illinois 
and western Kentucky. School 
physicals are also provided at 
no cost to students. No proof 
of insurance or identification is 
required for treatment.

Patients are seen on a first-
come, first-served basis. They 
will have to wear a mask. 
Hours of operation are: today 

from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Friday 
and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m.; Sunday from noon to 5 
p.m.; and Monday from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.

Operation Healthy Delta is 
being brought to the area by 
Shawnee Development Coun-
cil, in partnership with Delta 
Area Economic Oppor tunity 
Corporation (DAEOC). It is an 
Innovative Readiness Training 
(IRT) program of the Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD) and the 
U.S. Military’s Reserve Forces 
that has been around for about 
25 years.

“The U.S. Government every 
year is looking for ways to 
increase training and effective-
ly provide deployment readi-
ness capability. At the same 
time, local communities don’t 
have the medical care they 
need for various reasons. DoD 
provides a platform through 
IRT to provide care at no cost 
to the community and training 
for us,” explained Capt. George 
Bates.

The 70 militar y person-
nel in Metropolis are part of 
a 225-person operation, which 

‘We definitely want to see you’
Operation 

Healthy Delta 
offers residents 

no-cost 
medical care

TERRA TEMPLE | The Planet

Capt. Justin Hoier is assisted by Cmdr. Diana Sanchez to get a better look inside the ear of Maydelit 
Santiago, of Metropolis. Maydelit’s mother made sure she and her siblings took advantage of the 
health care offerings being provided through Operation Healthy Delta. The kids were getting  
physicals to play soccer. Based in Florida, Hoier and Sanchez are in the Navy, attached to the Marines.SEE HEALTHY/PAGE A5

SEE COUNCIL/PAGE A5 SEE HOSPITAL/PAGE A5

REAL ESTATE

Stewart Weisenberger, Designated Managing Broker

Metropolis: 618-524-3000 • Vienna: 618-658-2600 • Paducah: 270-443-2525

Dedicated to Real Estate Excellence

701E. 5th St. •Metropolis, IL

102College St. •Vienna, IL

www.farmerco.net

212 E 3rd St. • Metropolis, IL

$184,900
4 BR | 3 BA | 3477 SF

• Historic & modern amenities
• Updated kitchen & baths
• Open kitchen/family room
• Detached garage

18 Jon St. • Metropolis, IL

$83,500
3 BR | 1.5 BA | 1161 SF

• Franklin Elementary District
• Brick exterior
• Attached carport
• Affordable home

4250 Whippoorwill Ln. • Metropolis, IL

$89,900
3 BR | 2 BA | 1344 SF

• Open floor plan
• Two car garage
• Situated on 3/4 acre
• Covered back deck

5866 Haverkamp Rd. • Metropolis, IL

$109,900
4 BR | 2 BA | 1462 SF

• Secluded setting
• Situated on almost 3 acres
• Unfinished basement
• Master bedroom deck


