
Metropolis� planet
IN THIS ISSUE: UNIT 1 BOARD MEETING, A5     •     POLICE REPORTS, A10

index
618-524-2141 NEWS@METROPOLISPLANET.COM

Deaths� a2-3
OpiniOn� a4

BrOOkpOrt news� a5
ChurCh page� a7

ClassifieDs� a8

VOL. 136, NO. 48     THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2020 $1.25
SERVING MASSAC COUNTY, ILLINOIS, SINCE 1865

BY TERRA TEMPLE

TTEMPLE@METROPOLISPLANET.COM

Thursday, Dec. 3, was a decision 
day for administration and board of 
education members of the Massac 
Unit 1 and the Joppa-Maple Grove 
Unit school districts.

The question before them: Will stu-
dents be returning as scheduled to 
in-person learning or continue with 
remote-learning on Monday, Dec. 7?

It’s a split decision. It was back to 
the school building for Joppa-Maple 
Grove students on Monday. Mean-
while, Unit 1 students will continue 
with remote-learning through Friday, 
Dec. 18.

Unit 1 schools have been on full-re-
mote learning since Nov. 16 and 
were scheduled to return to in-per-
son learning on Dec. 7. Unit 1 Super-
intendent Jason Hayes noted the 

“continued rising cases of COVID in 
Massac County” as the decision fac-
tor to remain in full-remote learning.

“This decision was contemplated 
all week,” Hayes said. “Our goal is 
to return to in-person learning. But 
after analyzing the COVID data and 
quarantined data we had available 
to us, we simply did not feel that 
we could make this transition now 
given the rising number of positive 

cases and even mortalities in Massac 
County.”

While Hayes believes school is the 
safer place for students to be, it was 
potential exposure to caregivers — 
parents and grandparents — that 
weighed the decision.

“There’s a lot of fear and unpre-
d ic tab i l i t y  and  unknown wi th 
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Since the last edition of the Metrop-
olis Planet, six more deaths in Massac 
County are confirmed as the result of 
COVID-19, the Southern Seven Health 
Department announced Monday.

Reported Dec. 2-7 are: two females 

in their 80s; two females in their 90s; 
a male in his 80s; and a male in his 
90s. No other information will be 
released on the death, due to issues 
of privacy related to the Health Insur-
ance Portability and Accountability 
Act of 1996, according to Shawnna 

Rhine, S7HD community outreach 
coordinator.

Through Tuesday, Southern Seven 
confirmed 14 new deaths and 406 new 
cases of COVID-19 in its seven-county 
region over a seven-day period.

On Monday only, there were 40 new 

cases in Massac County — three teen-
agers; eight in their 20s; three in their 
30s; four in their 40s; eight in their 
50s; six in their 60s; four in their 70s; 
and four in their 80s and above.

On Tuesday, there were eight new 
cases in Massac County — one teen-
ager; one in their 30s; one in their 40s; 
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More COVID-19 deaths reported
Pritzker says state ‘long way’ from exiting pandemic ‘danger zone’

JMG returns to in-person learning; Unit 1 remains on remote plan
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L
iving outside Atlanta, James Mason 
makes Metropolis a frequent stop on 
his business trips around the country. 

For the better part of the last 18 years, Fort 
Massac State Park has been his on-the-road 
campground, and every time he comes, he 
stops at the Superman statue.

“I’ve always loved coming here,” Mason said.
So when he was taking his kids to 

Yellowstone in June — a time statues around 
the country where either being removed 
or vandalized — and stopped in Metropolis 
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W ith Super man now 
decked out in a new suit — 
and the work on the Massac 
County Courthouse com-
plete to give him a new back-
ground — there’s still work 
to do around the statue.

“We’re thrilled with how 
he looks,” Karla Ogle said. 
“We so appreciate the guys 
at Blackhound Optics who 

chose to take this on as a 
project; what Blackhound 
did was above and beyond. 
We look for ward to the 
spring when we can contin-
ue the rest of the renova-
tions that are needed.”

Those renovations will be 
done in two phases.

It will begin with the res-
toration of the statue’s base 

And the work goes on

Brick campaign continues with efforts 
to raise funds for statue renovations

‘How many people can say they’ve painted the Superman?’

Team-building opportunity gives 
Blackhound Optics numerous tales
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Blackhound Optics painted the Superman statue as a team-building project. Michael Murray 
(from left), James Mason and Jim Peterson spent Nov. 1-9 in Metropolis painting the statue and 
filming a documentary on the city. They were joined by co-workers Rick Nare and Ean Green 
(not pictured). The company is based in Lawrenceville, Georgia.
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With the repainting of the Superman statute complete, the 
Superman Renovation Committee turns its attention to 
the next two renovation phases to begin in the spring. 
Phase 2 will involve mortar repair and installation of new 
bricks on the statue’s base. Phase 3 will be the upgrading 
of the S shield. These phases are being funded through  
a brick campaign. Bricks can be purchased online at  
supermancelebration.net or by calling 618-524-2714.

It took West Ky. Painting, LLC., of Paducah, 4½ 
hours to remove the original layers paint from 
the Superman statue on Oct. 31 to prepare it for 
its weeklong repainting by Blackhound Optics.

TERRA TEMPLE | The Planet

SEE JMG/PAGE A9

SEE DEATHS/PAGE A9

SEE BRICK/PAGE A6

SEE TALES/PAGE A6


